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PREFACE. 


1 Ext- to the Vindication of the 
4.4 N "Truth, and the Satisfaction of 


Y thoſe Perſons amongſt whom 
: the [Qvertes were diſpers'd, the 
Deſign of' the Anſwerer hath been to com- 
ply wick. che Gentleman's Deſire, in re» 
turning a Candid and Chriſtian Reſolation 
to chem. If any thing contain'd in theſe 


' Papers be otherwiſe, 'tis more than wis 


delign'd, or can be diſcerned by the A#- 
ſwerer in his Review of them ; For, he 
has induſtriouſly endeavoured to ſpeak 
of things with what Abſtra&ion he poſ- 
fibly could, from Perſons z and yet roo, 
with that modeſt Freedom and Zeal, thar 
if any one (like David, when Nathan ac- 
quainted him with the Parable of the 
Eu-Lamb) becomes his own Judge, and 
views himſelf in what is hinted or diſ- 
cours'd of, he is not to blame the Ayx- 
ſwerer z but to be thankful co God, and 
his own Conſcience, for the diſcovery of 

his. own Guailrs and Aberrations, 
Te cannot but be acknowledged, but 
that the Muerics afford variety of Mat- 
” rer 
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ter for the exerciſe of any Learned Pen: 
But, there is little or noching in them, 
but whac hath been before ObjeRed, and 
ex abunudantt Anſwered, And therefore; 
the Reader 15 not to expect any new 
Notions or Diſcoveries in theſe Papers; 
bat old Truths vindicated with old Argu- 
ments, from old Cavils and Obje&ions. 
And 'tis probable, that many who have 
ſeen the ©vzeries, never met with any 
Book to fatisfie their Minds about thoſe 
doubtful Matters, that ſeem to be cone 
tained in them: And if they did, yet 
*tis not in the Power of every private 
Chriſtian, to apply general Rules and 
Principles to particular Caſes and Iaftan- 
ces. So that, 'tis for the ſake of ſuch, 
that the @ueries are Anſwered; and 
not for Scholars, who have Abilitics ei- 
ther to compoſe, or make choice of better 
Diſcourſes, than what is now preſented 
to their Peruſal. 

It is ſome-what ſtrange, that Diſſenters 
ſhould now uſe the very ſame Methods 
to unſertle and pervert People, in the ve- 


nerable Elteem, that they ought co have 
of the Church, and their Superiorss 
-which the Popiſh Emiſſaries do with thoſe 
Perſons, whom they intend to proſclyte 
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to their abominable Religion, For the 
chief, if nor the only Method, us'd by 
thoſe Incendiaries, is, to curn Chriſtiani- 
ty into Scepriſm; and to raiſe and pro- 
poſe ,2ueries abour the Scriptures, the 
King, che Church, the Reformation, 
Martin Leather, &c. and thereby to in- 
volve, thoſe whom they intend to pervert, 
ina Labrynth of Doubts and Scrupies ; inſo- 
much, that they know not upon what Foun- 
dation to fix erther Faith, Hope, or Peace. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that the 
Doubting of a Rational inquiſicive Mind, 
is a very great Preparative and Help ro 
aCiſtint and clear Underſtanding of the 
Truth: But then, it muſt be confined to 
things purely ſpeculative, to Ratioval 
and Philoſophical Enquiries z in which: 
to Err, may be neither Prejudicial ro rhe 
Happineſs of a Man's Soul, nor the Peace 
of Human Society, Bur, for a Ch:iſtian 
to reſemble Reuben, and be unſtable as 
Water in the Concerns of Religion, and 
ever and anon doubting of thote Prin- 
ciples which relate to Faith and Practiſe g 
and raiſing Queſtions about thoſe things 
which God hath plainly delivered to be 
our Duty: This 1s to arraign His Autho- 
rity and Wiſdom, at the Barr of our owa 
| A 3 Rea- 
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Reaſons, and to give Advantage and En- 
couragement to the Tempter, to perplex 
Our Spirits,and unſettle our Judgments with 
Sceptical & vain Thoughts, & Reaſonings, 

And therefore, *cis obſervable, that 
the very firſt Stratagem, which the De- 
vil made uſe of to ruine Man-kind, was, 
to Propoſe a ©@wuery to our firſt Parents, 
and thereby, to make them doubt of 
God's plain Precept and Command : Tea, 
Hat God ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of every 
Tree of the Garden? Gen. 3.1. It was 
by this, thar he unſetled their Faith, and 
ruined their Innocence: For Eve, who 
was firſt tempted, was preſently ſoyld, 
and non-pluſt with the @vexy; and des 
termined it to her Own, her Husband's, 
and her Poſtericties greateſt Damage, 
And, who-ever will permit himſelf to be 
aſlzulced by Queſtions and Scruples, ad. 
ventures upon the like Quick - ſands that 
Eve did; and therefore, in all Reaſon, 
muſt expect the Shipewrack of his Faith 
and Cunicience. And hence it is, that, 
God knowing the Temper of our Minds 
(thir they are apt ro court every Sha- 
dow, and admire every Novelty ) as well 
as the Frame of our Bodies, thar they are 
>ur Duſt; do's propoſe his own immu- 
table 
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table Nature, as an} Example to induce 'us 
to Stedfaſtneſs and Immobility in Religi- 
on': For, when he rells us, That He 
Himfelf 2s the ſame Tefter-day, and ta 


day, and for-ever z he preſently ſub-joyns = 13, 


our Duty 3 Be #ot carryed about with divers 
and flrauge Dottrines, for, tis a good thing, 
that the Heart be eFabliſhed with Grace, 

Queries and Scruples in Matters of 
Religion, are certain Signes either of a 
weak and childiſh, or of a cavilling and 
froward Judgment, Some Men are No- 
vices in Knowledge z ever Learning, but 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the 
Trnth: Others know ir, bur retain and 
hold it in Unrighteouſneſs; that is, They 
will not permit it to haye thar ſaving Ef- 
ficacy upon themſelves and others, which 
otherwiſe it would have, did they not in- 
dulge themſelves either in vicious Living, 
or in Sceptical falſe Reaſoning. 

'Tis true, through the Darkneſs and 
Jenorance of our Minds, 'tis natural to 
all of' us to have diſproportionable Ap- 
prehenfions of Truth. And, this Infelis 
city is farther increaſed by our own yo- 
luntary Folly and Negle&s : For, the 
Goſpel is a £ight, that would ſhine into 
ouy Hearts, and give us the Knowledge of 
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the Glory of God in the Face of Feſut Chrifft 
Ic would fatisfie all Judgments, that did 
ingenuouſly deſire Satifaction : It wonld 
ſalve all Rational and Manly Obje&ions, 
But, when Men ſtudy to be Sceptical, 


' and do nor retain their Doubts and 9 «e- 


ries to themſelves ; but divulge and ſpread 
them abroad, to deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple, and overthrow the Faith of the 
Weak Chriſtian: When Men perſonate 
Scruples, and frame Doubts, and propound 
Queſtions as their Opinions, and contend 
for them with the ſame Earneſtneſs and 
Zeal, as a good Chriſtian would do for 
the Honour of his Lord and Maſter, and 
the Fundamentals of his Religion : When 
they propound them not with that Can- 
dor, Sobriety, and Meekneſs, as the Chri- 
ſtian-Law injoyns then, but with Super- 
ciliouſneſs, Inſolence, and Violence, and 
with high Conceits of their own Know- 
ledge and Abilities ; and with an intenti- 
on to expoſe and triumph over the weak- 
neſs of 'their Feilow - Chriſtians, and to 
gain ViRory ro themſelves, and their 
Party, rather than to Truth, and the 
Church: I ſay, When Men propoſe 
@ueries afrer this manger, and with theſe 
deligns3. cis evident, that in the Propoſe) 
WY ) 
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of them, they are nor defirous to receive 
Satisfaction, bur to continue unſatisfy'd : 
And then, *tis juſt with the Almighty to 
permit the God of this World to blind their 


Minas, left the Light of the glorious Goſ- 2 Or 4+ 


pel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, * 
ſhould ſhine unto them, or make any ſaving 
Impreſiion on them. 

If the Author of the Pueries was other- 
wiſe difpoſed, and qualifyed, when he 
propoſea them , I rejoyce with him, in the 
Fruits and Satisfaftion that he may re- 
ceive in a Reflexion upon his own Inno. 
cence, - ' That which I have chiefly de- 
ſign'd in the Anſwer'given to them, is, 
firſt, ro remove thoſe. falſe Pretences of 
Conſcience, that Men make in Matters of 
Religion: For, Conſcience Jong hath been, 
and itil] continues the Scape-Goat, to bear 
all Iniquities. Next, I have endeavoured 
the Defence of Magiſtrate's Power in mat- 


| rers of Religion: For, as the Devil do's 


raiſe up ſome Inſtruments to alienate and 
divert the Mind of Potentates and Gover= 
nours, from that which is both their Duty, 
their Honour, and their Intereſt ; vzz. ro 
defend Religion, and to ſecure it from 
thoſe Inundations of Herefies, Schiſms, 
and Impieties, which corrupt its Truths, 
4 F, divide 
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divide its Worſhip, and in the end, wilt 
ruin its Profeſſion : So, he raiſes ap other 
Inſtruments to perſwade them into an Opi- 
nion and Judemenr, That the Charch and 
Truchs of Chriſt, are none of cheir Pro- 
vince; that they are quite excluded from 
their Cognizance and Power ; and, that 
every Chriſtian (qua talis) hath a Privi. 
ledge to be freed from their Government ; 


'Ler him do what he will ro his Soul; let 


him embrace any or no Religion, he onghc 
not to be contradicted or difturbed ; but 
ro be let alone in what his own Mind 
ſerves and inclines him to. The Main- 
cainers of this Opinion (beſides the irrepa- 
rable Miſchiefs that they do to the Souls of 
Men) deal worſe with Kings and Magi- 
ſtrates, than the PhJl;f}ns did with Samp- 
ſon, For, they do not only put=our their 
Eyes, but cut off their Hands, that they 
may never be able to do any Service for 
God, in the Vindication and Protection of 
his Truth and Church. 

When God has a mind to puniſh or de- 
ſtroy a People, he conceals from them the 
chings that belong unto their Bliſs. Now, 
amongſt thoſe many Methods that are di(- 
cours'd of, as contribntive to the Happineſs 
of this Nation, I conceive allof them ki 
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be reduced to theſe two Heads, viz. To 
break off our Sins by Righteouſneſs; and, 
To lay aſide all petty Differences and 
Animoſities, and to unite our ſelves into 
one Body, againſt the common Enemy of 
Proteſlaniſm : This later would preſently 
engage us upon the former Method : For, 


St. Fames tells us, Where Strife is in Com- 7n.3. 


munions, there will be every evil Work in o_ 
Practice, This alſo, would weaken the 
Intereſt, and confound the Audacionſneſs 
of the Papal Faction. 

And, *tis very ſtrange, that the Feſuired. 
Prieſts, who are not only more dangerous, 
but more odious to all ſorts of Proteſtants, 
than any other condition, or rank of Men, 
ſhould have the Luck for fo many Years, to 
eſcape the Laſh of all the Penal. Laws, and 
not one of them be made an Example of 
Juſtice, 

It is true, The Papiſts of late Years are 
very zealous for Liberty of Conſcience: 
A Man can ſcarce come to a Coffee Houſe, 
or a Publick-Meeting; but his Ears are 
preſently arreſted with InveRtives againſt 
Henry the Eighth, Queen Elizabeth,and the 
Execution of Penal-Laws in Matters of Re- 
ligion. And this very thing, would make 
a well-minded Protefant ſuſpeR the: Te- 
s ; | =_ 
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nent, were it for no other Reaſon, but, be- 
cauſe it hath ſuch . Advocates, But, he 
muſt wink with both Eyes, that ſees not 
into the Deſign of ſuch Arguings: For, Is 
the 1:quiſition pull'd down. in 7taly or 
Spain? Has his Holineſs declared againſt 
it, ex Cathedra? Or, What Aſſurance will 
he give us, that it ſhall not be ſet up in Exe- 
land, with the Acquificion,and Turn of the 
Kingdom 2 | 

The vigorous Execntion of one Lay, 
would do more good than a Million of Pro- 
clamations. But, (0 long as Laws are made, 
and never executed fo long as their Force 
is reſcinded, their Courſe obſtructed, 
their Penalties pardoned ; it cannot but be 
fear'd, that the Government will be ren- 
dred at laſt, as contemprible and infignifi- 
cant, as the Laws themſelves. Govetr- 
nours may as well hope to impriſon the Air, 
or fetter the Ocean, as impoſe Reſtraints 
upon- their Subjefs under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances; who will ever and anon, aſſume 
the Confidence to ſpy out, and blaze a- 
broad their Faults and 7z2decorums, and ma- 
liciouſly repreſent their Actions and De- 
terminations.» Impunity will encreaſe Mil. 
chiefs, and make Criminals bold and inſo- 
leat: And, if ever Men challenge to 
| rhem- 
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themſelves 2 Liberty in the Afﬀairs, and 
Matters of Religion, they will be anima- 
ted to elude and laugh at Laws in ſecular 
and civil Concerns. For Cas one ſayes) 
is the Nature of Man to deſpiſe Humax 
Laws, when he is mis-led in thoſe that are 
Divine» And the Freedom which provokes 
him to offend God, encourages him alſo 4- 
gainſt that Antbority which indulg'd him 
that Liberty. Tis (ayes another excels 


lent Writer) 4 hard State, and Tyranni- *ir Edo. 
cal, where Superiours ſhould aſſume to them- Eur, Sp: 


ſelves all Licence of 11-doing ;, and not per= 
mit to Inferiours at l:a-wiſe, a Liberty of 
ſpeaking, which is but a ſlender Revenee for 
ſo great a wrong as ill Government. 

But, to conclude the Reader's Trouble 
in this Preface: Tf thingsproceed on at che 
ſame Rate for a few Years longer, as they 
have done for ſome Years pail, viz. that 
Colts muſt pur Tramels upon their Pacers, 
and Inferiours preſcribe to their Gover- 
nours3 and ( as one ſayes) that Manners 
muſt rule Laws, and net Laws Manners 
The next Generation (if not we our ſelyes) 


- will ſee no Face of a Church, nor any 


Foot-ſteps of the common Chriſtianity 
left among us. 
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nmty . IO2. 
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Query 1. 


Hether Chyiſt hath Inſli- 
zuted a Goſpel Church ? 
(And if fo. ) 


Anſw, never met with 
any ſuch Expreſſion as a Goſpel - Charch, 
in the New-- Teſtament, or any of the 
Primitive Wricers: *Tis a Phraſe lately 
Coyn'd in Divinity. And to ſpeak the 
Language . of Scripture, or Antiquity , 
tends moſt ro the Edification of the Age 
that is Preſent, as well as the Honours 
of thoſe Ages which are paſt. The 
Church receives ics Denomination ei- 
ther from its Author, by whom it was 
founded; and o 'tis call'd, The Church 
of God, or of Chriſt ; or, from the Na- 

B tion 
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tion where *cis planted; and ſo we call ours, 
The Church of Zzgland; or from the 
Members that are the Conſticutive Parts 
of it, and (o it's call'd, The Chriſtian 
Church. We may as well call the 
Church of the Fews, The Law-Church, 
as that of Chriſtians, The Goſpel- 
Charch. But I preſume, the Aurhor of 
theſe Queries means, a Church Conſti- 
cuted, and Governed, according to the 
Rules of the Goſpel z And then, I An- 
{wer ; 
No Chriſtian ever deny'd it, 
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Quer. 2. What is an 1nſtituted- Church i | 
of the Goſpel ® And by what means do Per- ſſh | 
ſons become 4 Church of Chrift | 


Anſw. T Anſwer to the Firſt Part of 

the- ©very, with St. Pau/; - The Church 

Epbeſ. 2, is God's Family, or Houſhold, Built upon 
19, 3% the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets 
Feſus Chrift himſelf, being the chief Cor- 
ner-Stone: Or, in other Words, The 
Chriſtian-Church (by which Chrift will 

be Hononred in the World, till He Re- 

ſignes up His Government into che Hands 

of his Father 7s 4 Society of Men, Joyn- 

ing together in the Profeſſion of the yo 

ian 
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ftiaw Faith ; having right Paſtors or Offi- 


cers, inveſted with Powey to guid and Go- 
wvern them in the Wayes of Gods, andto 
diſpence unto them, the Ordinances of the 
Goſpel. And, I hope, there may be as 
well ſuch a National Church in Zaglard, 
2s there was for above 1500 Years in 
Paleſtine, among the Fews, Certainly, 


3 


Chriſt that had the Heathen given Him p41, 2, 
for his Inherttance, and the utmoſt Parts ®. 


of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, would have 
His Church Catholick, as well as Holy ; 
and ſo ]lluſtrious, that it ſhould be taken 
Notice of, for its High Scituation, and 
large Extent, as well as for the Trurh 
of its Doctrine, and the Purity of its 
Worſhip. Let the Reader peruſe either 
the Promiſe, that God made to Abraham 
in particular, in Ger. 17. 4, 5. Or to the 
Church in general, as thoſe in 7a. 52. 
ult, Iſa. 55-5. Zech.2,11, Andicwill 
evidently appear, That not a few parti- 
cular Perſons, but whole Nations, were 
to Embrace che Chriſtian Faith; and up- 
on that account, they were to Conſti- 
tute the Chriſtian Church. Certainly, 
when Chriſt chreatned. the Fews to rake 
the Kingdom of God from them, and give 
# unto 4 Nation that ſhould bring forth the 
| B 2 Fruits 


Math.21, 
43- 
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Fruits of it; He muſt mean more. by a 
Nation, than one particular Congrega- 
t on of Chriſtians: For, if that had been 
che utmoſt Meaning of his Threat, the 
Chriſtian Church would have been con-; 
fined within ſmaller Bounds than the Few! 
was, when it was impaled within the Land 
of Canaan. But it was far from the In- 
rention of our Redeemer, to crumble his 
Church into ſuch Minute, and little Prin- 
ciples of Being; as Democritys Cid the 
World, when he reſfolv'd ic into Atoms. 
Much leſs is it any where his Command, 
that Men ſhould attempt to Demoliſhan 
Eſtabliſhed National - Church, and patch 
up a few Shreds of particular Congregati- 
ons out of the Ruines of it. 

The Second Parr of the ©wery needs 
ſome Explication: For if the Meaning 
of ic be, That five or fix Perſons make 
a Church of Chriſt, I dety char Chriſt 
ever incended the Erection of any ſuch 
contemptible Church inthe World. Bur 
if the Meaning be, How particular 
Perſons b<=come Members of the Charch 
of Chriſt? I Anſwer, two wayes: 1. Ex- 
rernally, by a Sacramental Admiſſion in» 
to the Church, and a viſible Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith, 2, Internally,by living 
up 
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up to their Baptiſmal Vows and Engage- 
ments; and being Myſtically united to 
Chriſt, as their Head, 'That a viſible 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianicy does Entitle 
Men to the Priviledges of the Church, 
15 evident not only from the Church of 
Corinth, which St. Paul owns for a Church, 
notwithſtanding the Debaucheries and 
Immoralities tolerated therein ; but alſo, 
from Chriſt's Parable of the Tares, and 


the good and bad Fiſh, The Tares were math. 13: 


ro grow among the Whear, till Harveſt : 
And the good and bad Fiſh, were both 
of them catch'd, and contain'd in rhe ſame 
Net, 


Quer. 3. Whether the Parochial - Chnr- 
ches within theſe Natiens, and the Wor- 
ſhip therein uſed, be according to Ehriſt's 
Inſtitution, or the Rules and Order of the 


Goſpel ? 


Arſw. Shew the contrary, and there 
ſhall not be wanting any Chriſizan or Can- 
did Anſwer. Burt then ler the Church 
of England be allowed the like Liberty, 
which is aſſumed by all ſorts of Difſen- 
ters, viz. That ſome things may be ad- 
mitted and practis'd in the Church, which 
B 3 are 
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are not expreſly Commanded in the S3- 
cred Scriptures. What-ever Men (cither 
Tgnorant.or Malicious) ſpeak and wiite 


againſt the Worſhip uſed in Parochial- - 


Churches nothing is more evident, than 
chac the Rule and Standard of Worſhip, 
directs us to pay our Devotions to the 
True God, and thar in and through the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt: Ir obliges us to 
Confeſs our Sins, and Implore their Par- 
don; to beg the Guidance and Aid of 
God's Holy Spirit, with all the Bleſſings 
belonging to this Life, and that which 
is to come 3 and that in behalf of our ſelves 
and others : Ic teaches us how te praiſe God 
for his Mercies, how to depricate his Judg- 
ments, and to Pray for all ſorts of Men 
upon Earth, as well without as within the 
Pale of the Churchy, and all this, in 
fenificant and intelligible Words; and 
not in Exotick Phraſes, or in a Language 
that cannot be underſtood by the People, 
It retains the rwo Sacraments, that were 
ever obſerved and celebrated in the Chri- 
{tian Church. Ir obſerves the Rites of 
Chriſtian - Burial ; ' and does not pollute 
or deſecrate thoſe Bodizs, that were De- 
dicated tb God in Baptiſm, and expect 
- Joyful Reſurreftion, with the Borie! of 

| Foy | 
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an Aſs, It retains the Creed, of the 
Catholick Church. Ic inſtruts its Mem- 


| bers in the Principles of Piety, towards 


God ;z of Loyalty towards their Prince 
of Righteouſneſs towards Men 3 - of Hu- 
mility, and Obedience, to Superiours ; 
of Friendlyneſs, and Candor, to Equals g 
of Modeſty, Meekneſs, and Tenderneſs, 
to Inferiours; of Patience, Temperance, 
Sobriety, and Contentedaeſs, rowards 
themſelves. Ir joyns Faſting with Pray- 
er, and Alms-Deeds with Thankſgivings : 
And although it confines its Members to 
a Form of Prayer, in the Publick Wor- 
ſhip of God; yer its Miniſters have pro- 
vided more variety for every Mans vo- 
luntary, and private Devotions, And if 
the Worſhip of God uſed thus in Paro= 
chial-Chuyches, be not according to Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, and the Pule and Order of the 
Goſpel; let it be Demonſtrated whereia 
it is DefeCtive, or in what things it is Re- 
dundant. 


Quer. 4. Whether it be not the Duty 
of every Chrifiian, to with-draw from every 
Brother that walketh diſorderly, and 08 
after the Traditions received by the, A- 
poſtles ? 


B 4 Anſwe 
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Anſw. No doubtitis. But then we would 
do well to ſatisfie our (elves, what this dj 
orderly Walking is. A very excellent Ex. 
poſitor te]ls us, from the Importance of 


Ow the * Greek Word ( which in the Þ Prece. 
+1 Theſ, ding Epiſtle, is Tranſlated Uyrnly) that 
5-14., *cis nothing elſe but for Men to with-dray 


their Obedience from the Church ; or 
like disbanded Soldiers, to run away 
from their Colours, to forſake the Ser- 
vice of their Superiours, and Commands 
of their Biſhops, and ſtep our of their 
Stations, wherein the Divine Providence 
has placed them ; and in a word, to be 
ſuch bufie Bodies, as to waſt their pre- 
cious Minutes in impertinent Employ- 
ments, and in thoſe things which do not 
belong to their Callings and Conditions, 
Theſe are the Perſons, that Walk itre- 
oularly or diſorderly: And from thele 
we are to withdraw our ſelves; 7.e. We 
mult not have any Familiar or Friendly 
Converſ;cion with them, Bur this Se- 
ceſſion, or with= drawing, only concerns 
Private Perions : For as under the Lay, fo 
likewiſe under the Goſpel, any Leper, 
though he were excluded the Society 
of che People, yet he had liberty to have 
Acceſs unto the Prieſt, Laſtly, Private 


Perſons 
p4 


bay 
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Perſons themſelves, are not totally to 
mith-draw themſelves from ſuch diſordey- 
ly Walkers, till the Governours of the 
Church have examined and conſidered 
the Offence, and paſs'd Cenſure upon che 
Offender. Nay, even then, the Apoſtle 
does not abſolutely interdi& all So- 
ciety with ſuch a Perſon; for when he 


had ſaid, f Have mo Company with him, + 2Thef, 
he preſently ſub-joyns in the next Verſe; 5 + 


Tet count him not as an Enemy, but admo- 
niſh him as a Brother. 


Quer. 5. Whether it be not the Duty of 
every Chriitian, to chuſe the Communion 
of che pureſt Church? And whether in the 
Choyce thereof, he is bound to follow his own 
Tudgment, after the be5F Information ve 
is able to attain unto, or other Mens Jude- 
ments againſt his own ? 


Anſw. If any Church in the. whole 
World can be found, that exceeds the 
Church of Zxgland, either for Truth and 
Soundneſs of Dotrine, or Purity and 
Sanctity of Worſhip; let thoſe who occa- 
fton ſo many Separations and Diſturbarces 
1 it, berake themſelves to its Communion, 
But to introcuce Confuſion in all the 

| Pariſhes 
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Pariſhes in this Kingdom (which were [g- 
ſticuted as iome conceive in the firſt Cen. 
tury after Chriſt; and others, about the 
Middle of the Second) to imitate the 
Doxatiſts, in ſetting up one Altar againſt 
another; and to remove the Antient 
Land - Marks, expreſly againſt the * Dj. 
vine Prohibicion z this 1s not co Embrace 
the Communion of the pureſt Church, 
but to caſt a Mans ſelf our of the Cz- 
tholick Church; and to adminiſter occa. 
ſion to thoſe who are the Implacable EF. 
nemies of Proteſtaniſm, to take away 
both our Place, our Church, and Na- 
tion: For that will be the facal Event at 
laft, if every litfle (cruple of a pretended 
cender-Conſcience, and Sceptical - Head, 
may juſtifie Perſons in their Separation 
from a National - Church. For a Church 
under that Notion, is the Ground of U. 
nity and Communion amongſt the Pro- 
feſlors of Chriſtianity ; eſpecially when 
they live under the ſame Government, 
and profeſs the ſame Common Religion, 
And *tis impoſſible to obtain this Com- 
munion , unleſs the Members of the 
Church own this Principle, viz, That 
the Viſible Unity of the Church is ne- 
ceſlary for the great Ends of — 
; | whic 
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which are to preſerve and promote Pie- 
ty 2nd Peace, And this Profeſſion ob- 
lges all Perſons to acquieſs in thoſe De- 
terminations, by which the Church is 
viſibly upheld and maintain'd. The So- 
ciety is yer un- nam'd, whether Civil 
or Eccleftaſtick, which did not alwayes 
juſtifie its own Ads; and obliged thoſe 
under its Authority, to conform to its 
Laws and Conſticutions- All National- 
Churches, have ever Aferted their own 
Power, to Determine the Bounds of their 
own Communion ; and that by ſuch Con. 
ſitutions and Rites, as they in their own 
Wiſdoms ſuppoſed would preſerve Or- 
der and Unity, and advance the Edifi- 
cation of thoſe under their Charge and 
Government. This is Eſlential to the 
Church, | as it is a Society, And there 
can be no Society without Government ; 
and no Government, if every one be al- 
lowed the Priviledge to queſtion and difſ- 
obey Publick Laws and Conſtitations. 
For certainly, nething 1s more Rational, 
than that thoſe who are Entruſted with the 
reins of Government, ſhould be inveſted 
with Power to-decide Differences and 
Controyerſies; and make thoſe under 
their Charge, to Acquieſce in their Deter- 

| Mminations; 
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minations. And if Iaferiors diſapprove 
their Deciſions, and will follow their 
own Judgments againſt their Sqperiours; 
the World is wide enough, they may leaye 
the Government, and betake rhemſelyes 
to the Communion of purer Churches, 


and the Conduct of Wiſer Governours, 


Non opus eſt habere civems qui parere ne. 
cit. Neither Church nor Common-Wezalth 
have nced of thoſe Perſons, that knoy 
nor how to Obey, 


Quer. 6. Whether is there any YViſibl 
living Fudge in Doubts aud Controverſus 
of Religion, to mhoſe Determinations any 
Man is bound to yield his Aſſent and Obt- 
dience, againſt the Dictates of his ony 
Conſcience, guided according 10 the beſt if 
his Light and Knowledge, by the Rule if 
God's Word ? 


Anſw.Ihave before ſaid, That the Church 
is a Society; and thatevery Society may 
agree upon thoſe Means by which all Dit- 


ferences arifing in it, may be Determi-: 


ned, that may probably violate the Peac: 
and Unicy thereof, And the Church of 
Exe1l4;:d4 aflumes no other Power or Privi- 
ledge, Ir does not like the Papiſt;, own 

| any 
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any judge of Controverſies in Religion, 
nor require any of its Members to yield 
an Obedience to its Determinations, a- 
oainſt the Dicates of their own Conſci- 
ences ; neither ſolemn Aſlent, nor Con- 
ſent, is required of the Laiety. All char 
the Church demands, is, That Obedi- 
ence be given to thoſe Laws, which are 
undoubtedly Divine, 2n Acquieſcence 
yielded to fome Diſpurable Points, the 
violent debating of which, may endanger 
Peace, and ſhatter its Communion: And 
laſtly, a Conformity 59 ſome Taaifferent 
Rites, which are conducive to ſecare 
Religion from Irrevererice and Contempr, 
by engaging its ProfefTors to worſhip 
and ſerve God n rhe Beauty, as well as 
in the Truth of Holineſs. And why may 
not the Governours of che Church of Zng- 
lend, be admitted Umpires and Judges in 
theſe Matters, as well as the Paſtors and 
Elders in ſeparated Congregations, 

| As for Conſcience, *tis much like Ho- 
neſty 5 chat has many Profeſſors, but ve- 
ry few that live up to its Rules and DiQates, 
And *cis a vain thing ( as ſhall be more 
fully ſhewn in theſe Papers) for Meato 
plead, thar they make Conſcience for their 
Guide, unleſs they take Seripture = 
cnelr 
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their Rule, And how is it poſſible for 
an Honeſt upright Chriſtian, ro plead 
Conſcience for his diſobeying of Lawful 
Authority in things innocent and indiffe. 
rent, when the Scripture, which is 7 
Law toall Mens Conſciences, commands 
them to obey and be ſubjet# for Conſcience 
ake. * 

/ There is no one ſo little - Converſant 
in the. Aﬀairs of the World, or in the 
Hiſtory of the prelent, or former Apes; 
bur very well knows, what horrid Impie- 
ties, and Immoralities, have been Acted 
and juſtifyed upon the Account of Con- 
ſcience» And if Men do proceed en to 
plead that againſt all ſenſe of Duty, 
they will come ar laſt to have ſuch aRe. 


' Probate ſtate of Mind, and ſuch diſtorted 


Apprehenſfions of things, as to produce that 
Witneſs within them, to juſtifie the moſt 
impure and unnatural Practiſes; and fo 
come to the State of ſome of the old Bare 
barous Heathens,who paid their beſt Servi- 
ces and Devotions, as well to their grea- 
reſt Sins, as the moſt Deformed Crea- 
cures, | | 
But how do the violent Difſenters from 
the Church: of England, do that which 
this and the preceding © ery ſuppoſe, en- 

|" deayou 


our 
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deayour after the beft Information they are 
able to attain unto, and to be guided by 
the beſt of their Light and Knowledg, con« 
cerning their Duty to the King and 
Church, when they continue and pro- 
ceed on in thofe Wayes and Methods, by 
which their Prejudices againſt both are 
ſtrengthened and confirmed? I am very 
well affured, that many Perſons have no 
other Reaſon to. with - draw themſelves 
from the Parochial - Churches, bur only 
becauſe therein is uſed a Form of Prayer. 
Now certainly, to ſeparate upon ſo weak 
a Ground, can neither juſtifie nor exte- 
nuate the Sin of Schiſm ; but makes them 
lyable to that Jo, denounced by the Pro- 


phet, of: calling Evil Good, and Good E- Iſa.s.20, 


vil, For it never was, nor ever will be 
proved, That *cis unlawful to uſe a Set- 
Forms of Prayer, or to Joyn with Chriſtians 
inthe Liturgy, upon the account of its be- 
ing a Ser-Foxz: So that, whilſt Men re- 
main in that State, they bring upon them- 
ſelves a neceſſity of  finning againſt God : 
And that nor only becauſe they muſt either 
diſobey the DiCtates of their Conſciences, 
or the Lawful Commands of their Go- 
vernoursz bur alſo, becauſe they abſtain 
from thoſe things as ſinful, _— in 

eir 
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their own Nature ( although there were 
no Authority to impoſe them) are Law- 
ful and Innocent, But if Men would 
for ſome time forſake the unjawfy] 
Aſſemblies, and with*candid and hum- 
ble Minds, with honeſt and good Hearts, 
and diſengaged Aﬀedctionsz read the 
Books, and hear the Sermons of the Cone 
formable Clergy, and attend to the Pray- 
ers of the Churchs their Prejudices a- 
oainſt them would preſently expire, and 
they would venerate that Maxna, which 
before they nzuſeated and deſpis'd. And 
till they do ſo, though they may be guid- 
ed according to their beſt Light and 
Knowledge , yet they do nor uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours to Rectifie -and Ad- 
vance their Knowledge, and to attain i 
the beſt Information of Things, For if 
they uſe no other Means to be acquain- 
ted with the Equity and Reaſonableneſs 
of the Conſtitutions of the Church of 
England, than the Fews did of Old, when 
they Enquired that of the Almighty, 
which they never intended to Pradtiſe; 
'ris juſt with God to Anſwer them accor* 
ding to the, Idols and Prejudices of their 
Hearts, and to fea} them up in their Per- 
nicious' and Erroneous Conceptions of 
Religion, 
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Religion, For, when Men Receive not the 
Love of the Truth, that they may be ſaved, 
jc, When they Receive not Truth for. 
Truth's ſake, but. prefer the ſatisfaction 
of their Paſſions and Parties, . before the 
Honour of Chriſtianity, and the Peace and 
Happineſs of a National - Church g 'cis 
then juſt with God to ſend them ſtrong 
Delufons, cither to confirm them in their 
inbibed and pre - conceived Errours, | or. 
4 believe ſome damnable and upſtarr 
Lyes. | 


Qu. 7. Whether to inflid# Corporal Puniſh- 
meuts upon any as Trangeſſors in thoſe Mat- 
tere,which noMan or Society of Men whatever, 
have any Authority to pronounce a Fudicial, 
definitive Senteuce in, ſo as to make it any 
Mans Duty to yield his Aſſent or Obedience. 
thereunto, be not to Execute before Fudg-, 
ment ® And whether to do fo, be not againſt 
all Rules and Forms of Fuſtice, both Di- 
vine and Humane, and ſuch a Violation of 
the very Law and Light of Nature, as wa 
ſober or judicions Heathen was ever yet Gnit- 
ty of ? 


,Anſw... Either this. Gentleman is very 
meanly Read in Books of Hiſtory, or has 
C ; 


b 
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a ſtrange Temper of Spirit, in obtruding 
that upon the unwary Country - Man, 
which. he is convinced to be falſe in his 
* own Judgment: For, Was no Fudicions 
Heathen ever guilty in inflicting Corporal 
Puniſhments upon the Primitive Chriſti. 
ans in matters of Religion 2 What was 
Trajan, Adrian, Anteninus-Philoſopbag, 
Septimins Severus, 8&c 2 Theſe Emperours 
were excellent Perſons, and only wanted 
that which is the Crown of all Vertues, 
viz, True Piety to God, and Faith in 
che Lord Jeſus; And yet they were all 
Bloody Perſecutors of the poor Chriſti. 
ans, Andif Plintus Secundus may be be- 
lieved, T74jan Raiſed the Third Perſecu- 
tion againſt chem; for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe they were Chriftians: For 


ſo he intimates in his Epiſtle to that Em-' 
perour, when he propoſes this Queſtion, 


Htrum nomen ipſum, etiamfi flagitits careat, 
puniatur ? And ic has been an Obſerva- 
tion frequently made by Holy and Wor- 
thy Men, that the: Devil's main Policy 
was to exaſperare thoſe Emperours moſt 
againſt the Chriſtians, that were famous 
for Inte]le&ual and Moral Accompliſh- 
ments; for, hereby he made the World 
believe, That Chriſtians were certainly 


wicked 
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wicked and abominable Wretches, when 
ſuch excellent Perſons did Perſecure them 
to Death with Torments, 

And (by the way) would to God the 
Enemy of Man-kind were not ſucceſsful 
inthe like Mechods, to raze-up the Foun» 
dation of Chriſtianity in this divided 
Il.nd. For, Thoſe Men ate ngw- become 
the greateſt Oppoſers of God's Truths, 
and the Churches Peace, who are ſerious 
and reſerved; and make great Pretences 
(which in-many do doubt are Real) co ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, and to great Strict- 
nefles and Severities in Religion. Theſe 
Diana's (of all the ModiſhOpinions amongſt 
us) I mean, Ziberty of Conſcience, and 
that The Magiſtrate is to uſe no coercive Me» 
theds, to make People ſexve God, were at 
fiſt maincained and defended only by 
Mea that ſeem'd heartily concern'd for the 
Honour of Religion, and the very Power 
of Godline(s, - And the Devil well knew, 
that ſuchOpinions would have been preſent- 
ly blaſted and diſcreditee, if they had been 
broach'd and upheld by Men of vicious 
and im-moral Practices. Therefore his bu- 
fineſs was, to make thoſe Perſons Em- 
brace and Eſpouſe them, thar were re- 
matkable for Holineſs and Piety, Now 
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indeed,. che debauchr Part of the Nation 


own thoſe Opinions, as well as others of 
the Refined Sort, Bur the ſubtle Ser- 
pent never troubled himſelf with the Pro- 
fine, tHl he had' enſured to his own inte- 
reſt the ſober Party, by ſettingthem all on 
Fire againſt the Execution of Penal Sta- 
rutes in thgConcerns of Religion, And 
cis an amazing thing co confider the ſubtle 
Arguings of Men in'this Matter ; when al} 
they ſay, or can ſay, muſt ar laſt come to 
this Concluſion, That *cis the Magiſtrate's 
Duty to let Men alone in the Duty they 
owe to God their Creator and Redeem, 
er: They are only co look to themſelves, 
and their own Government ; Burt as for 
God, He may be either ſe:y'd or blaſ- 
phemed, own'd or renounc'd': If Men 
can but plead Conſcience, or their own 
Judgments imrany Wickedneſs, relating 
co the ftr{t Fable, that is ſufficient co ex- 
cuſe and juſtifie them, 

But I ſhall crave the Reader's Patience, 
by ſpeaking ſomething largely to'this 9ue- 
y3 and therefore 'tis time ro make ſome 
nearer Approaches in the Anſwering of 
it, 

And firſt, Iſhall crave leave co tell this 
Geatleman, That '*tis no ME 
God's 
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God's Judgment at Dooms-Day, or as he - 
ſayes, Executing before Fudement, to in- 


fidt corporal ar pecuniary Penalties upon - 


choſe Perſons chat offend againſt the 
known and plain Rules of Duty in matters 
of Religion, Nay, let it be ſhewn, Why 
itſhould þe fo, more in Religious than in 
civil Concerns A Magiſtrate, for pro- 
nouncing a Sentence of Condemnation 
upon a Fellonor Murtherer, may be ſaid 
to Execute before Fudement, as well as a 
Juſtice of Peace for Granting a Warranc 
to Levy 12 4. upon an Atheiſt or Papiſt, 
for not Repairing upon the Lord's- Day 
to his Pariſh - Church. And why then 
will this Gentleman ſay, That the Exes 
cation of ſuch a Mild, or perhaps a Seve- 
rer Law, is a violation of the wery Law 
and Lizht of Nature ? For, Have not all 
Nations , whether Fewiſh, Heathen, or 
Chritiav, Aſſumed to themſelves the Pow- 
er of protecting the Honour of thoſe Dei- 
ties, Which they have made the Object 
of their Worſhip; and puniſh'd thoſe Of- 
fenders that have either negleted their 
Duty, or affronted the Majeſty of thoſe 
ods , which they have pretended to 
ſerve « And Grotius thinks this ſo far from 
2 violation of the Law and Light of Natpre, 
Bo "WY that 
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tDeJu-chat he + ſayes, Fuſtiis 511i punientur, qui 
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12.c 22, #1 £05, quos Deos Putant, irreverentes at, 


6. ult, 


Lev. f. 
57, 


zrreligioſ; ſunt; None are more Juitly pu- 
"4 of thoſe Perſons tha low 
themſelves irreverently, and irreligiouſly, to 
thoſe which they believe to be their Gods. 
But. to proceed more clearly in this 
Matter, let us conſider the ſeveral Nz 
tions in the World, that have been Fa- 
mous for profeſling Religionz and how 
the ſeveral Authorities of them have ex- 
erciſed their Power therein, | 
And firſt, for Heathen « Nations ; The 
fore-cited Author obſerves ont of Sexecu 
theſe Words, Yiolatarum Religionun, 
aliubi atq;, aliubis diverſa pena eſt : ſei 


_ wbiq, aliqua; Thoſe that violate Religion, 


have various kinds of Puniſhment inflide 
on them; but there is no Nation but in» 
flidts ſome. And although Mr. Hobbr, 
after his uſual confident way of W riting, 
affirms, That the Romans made no (crupl: 
of Tolerating any Religion whatſoever with- 
in their Cityz yet Livy, who certainly 
underſtood the State of Rowe as well as 
Mr. Hobbs, gives us another account of 
it, both in ics Monarchical and Ariſtocrs- 
tical Government, While it- was a Mo- 
narchy, Numa Porpilins inſtituted a = 

| tif ex 
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tifex Maximus or Chief-Prieſt,  Z7qz: ſacra 
omnia Scripta enſignataq, attributt, quibus 
hoſtits 
the (acred Writings aud Myſteries, and gave 
him order with what Sacrifices, and npon 
what Dayes, and in what Places the Rites 
of wt cu were to be performed. Nay, 
the Hiſtorian proceeds, ſaying, That both 
the Publick and Private Myſteries were all 
determined by the Chief - Prie#, that it 
might be known where the common Peg- 
ple might repair 10 Worſhip their Gods, And 
all this was, Ne quid divini Furis negli- 
gendo patrios ritus Left there ſhould 
be any Diſorder or Confuſion in Religion, 
either by neglefing the Sacred Rites of 
their Conntry, or introducing any that were 
Forreign and Strange. And in the time 
of the Conſulatory Government, after a 
oreat Drought and want of Rain, the Rg- 
mans had not only their Bodies infeted 
with ſome Contagious and Putrifying 
Diſeaſe, but their Minds with multiplicity 
of Superſtitions, And when the Primores 


Civitatss, the Nobles and Chiefrains of 
their City heard of ſuch Novelties in Re- 
ligion, and that thoſe who gained by 
them were moſt affected with them; they 
preſently iſſued out their Edits to the 
h ; eEailes 


CG 4 


» Awa to him he committed all Liv. /. I. 
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eailes (who were Officers appointed to 
look after the Publick Temples) that 
Liv. 1.4. they would take Care; Ne qui, nifi Romayi 
135% Dij. new alis more quam patrio colerentay, 
That none but the Roman Deities might be 
Worſhipped; and that after no other man- 
ner, but that of their own Country. So 
jealous and careful were that Wiſe Peo- 
ple, leſt any Innovation ſhould be made 
in their Religion; and leſt it's Uniformi. 
ty and Integrity ſhould be diſſolved by the 
Cuſtoms and Mixtures of other Coun: 
tries. And Grotius, in the place before (pe. 
cified, obſerves how St. 4uſ{iz was of Opi- 
nion, that The-Almighty made the Romans 
ſo victorious and ſucceſsful in their Arms, 
and permitted them .thereby to enlarge 
their Empire z becauſe they had fo hearty 
a Reſpe& and Veneration for Religion, 
thoug! it were a fajſe One. And ſure- 
ly then, it would not be againſt all the 
Rules and Forms of Fuſtice, nor a Viols- 
tion of the Law and Light of Natuye, for 
Chriſt:1n Princes ro be as TZealous for a 
True Religion, as the Heathens were for a 

Falſe Oe. 
Nur wer? the Grecians leſs careful than 
the Reman; in this matter : For the fore- 
cited Autior obſerves, That Religion 
| was 
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was the cauſe of the Peloponeſian-Warr 


' between the Athenians and Lacedemont- 


ans; And of that alſo, raiſed by King Phi- 
lip againſt the Phocians, for their Sacri- 
ledge in ſpoyling the Temple at Delphos. 
And it was called, The Holy- Warr; 
becauſe it was in the Defence of Reli- 
gion, and laſted for Ten Years, even ſo 
long, till all thoſe Sacrilegious Perſons 
were deſtroyed, who were the chief Au- 
thors of it. | 

And when Protagoras had only Writ- 
ten * a Paſſage in one of his Books, which *D* Pijv, 
in this Nation would be accounted Modeſt, j;? \,.,; 
and the Property of a Yirtuoſo, in compari- «tnmſinr, 
ſon of thoſe Blaſphemies and Contume- Þ*" 
lies, which are in all places belched - out 
2eainſt our Creator and Redeemer; yet 
the Athenians did not only burn the Book, 
but baniſh its Author our of the Walls 
of their City, and the Confines of their 
Common - Wealth. Neither did they 
ſhew leſs Zeal againſt Alcibiades, and ſome 
of his hot - ſpiriced Complices, who had 
prophaned, in Mockery, che Myſteries of 
the Athenian Religion. Indeed, at firſt 
Alcibiades by his great Intereſt, was dif Thucgd. 
charged of this Fault, and entruſted > $: 


{ inthe Aﬀairs' of the Common - Wealth g 


being 
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being ſent upon The-Expedition into Sj. 
cily. But the State, conſidering that they 
could with no confidence expect Succels 


from the hands of ſo prohane a Perſon, 


in any Enterprize, till chey had vindica- 
ted the Honour of their Gods ; therefore 
they called Alcibiades Home, and choſe 
rather co Examine the Fa, and try the 
Truth by Torments, than thac any Man 
how good ſoever in the Fame aud Eſtima- 
tion gf others, being once Accuſed, ſhould 
eſcape unqueſtion'd and unpuniſh'd. 

But all theſe Inſtances of Heathen-N{:- 
tions are nothing in compariſon of the 
Zeal and Care had of Religion, by the 
Holy Kings and Governours of the Fewiſh 
Nation ; which was accordingly approe 
ved and rewarded by God himſelf. I: 
was this that ever pacified the Divine 
Juſtice, when it revealed its Wrath from 
Heaven 5s It was this that procured the 
Bleſſings of Heaven upon ther peculiar 
and ſeleted People, And, not to ſpeak 
any thing of Moſes and Phineas, Foſhua, 
Gideon, Elijah, and Fehu, who derived 
upon themſelves, and their Poſterities, 
the Richeſt Bleſſings; and that no other 
way, but by their Activity and Zeal for 
Religionz for which they are Regiſtred 

mY | in 
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_ ferthemſelves in Array againſt him, And 
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in the: Sacred Scripture, by the Spirit of 
God Himſelf for their own Eternal Ho- 
nour, and the Imitation and Encourage- 
ment of future Ages: I ſay, not to en- 
large upon thoſe preceding Inltances, I ſhail 
preſent the Reader with fome others: For 
to name All, would be to Tranſcribe a 
oreat part of the Hiſtorical Books of the 
Old Teſtament. 

Suffice it firſt to confider David, who 
ordered the Turns and Courſes of the Ze- _ 404 
vites and Prieſts, and ſer up Mufick in 
the Temple ; .and that without any War- 1 Chron. 
rant or Commiſhon, that can be found *#: 
in Scripture, from God ; going beyond the 
Pattern that was given by the Almighty to 
Moſes in the Mount. 

Aſa took away the Altars of the ſlrange , (,, 


Gods, and the High- Places, and brake 14.3=. 


down the Images, and cut down the Groves , 
and commanded Judah to ſeek the Lord 
God of their Fathers, and to do the Law 
and the Commandments: And this he 
thought to be the moſt likely means for 
God (to whom it-is zothing to help with 
many, or with them that have no Power ) 
to make him and his People Vidtorious 
over that vaſt Hoſt of the Z1h4opians, that 


when 
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when there were great YVexations upon all 
the Inhabitants of the Conniries, and God 
aid vex them with all Adverſity ; the moſt 
probable Method to eſtabliſh Himſelf, and 
reſtore his People to their Priſtine Glo. 
ry, Was, to Enter into a Covenant to ſeek 
the Lord God of their Fathers. And here 
he did not leave it to the Liberty of their 


own Conſciences and Humours, whether 


they would do ſo or no; but he Decree'd, 
and bound himſelf by a folema Oath, 
That' Who-ever would net ſeek the Lord 
God of Iſrae], ſhould be put ta Death, whe- 
ther Small 6r Great, whether Man or Wo- 
214u, And the Blefſing that enſued there- 
upon, is mentioned werſ. 15. viz. that 
The Lord was found of them, and gave them 
Reſt round about; i.e. They ſerved God, 
and God preſerv'd and proſpered them, 
Let us next proceed to Fehoſaphat, 4- 
ſa's Succeſſour z who was a Prince, Reli. 
gious, and- ( that which ever concomi- 
tates Religion) Happy: For *tis ſaid, 
That he ſought the Lord God — and walk- 
ed in his Commandments, and *tis added 
immediately, Therefore the Lord Eſt abliſh- 
ed the Kinedom in his Hard, and all Ju- 
dah brought him Preſents, and he had 
Riches and Honour in Abundance, And be: 
Ws uſe 
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uſed his Coercive Power in taking away the 
Pigh - Places and Groves, dedicated to I- 


29 


dolatry Yerſ. 7. For which very AQ, God ? £*rm- 


ſpared him, or elſe he had loſt his King- 
dom to Fehs, for joyning in Affinity with 


9. Zo: 


Ahab, And when he proceeded on in the pr. 8. 


Exerciſe of his Power, by ſending Tea- 
chers, the Levites and the Prieſts, and 
the Chief of the Fathers of Krael, co in- 
ſtruct the People, he proſpered. For al- 
though Moab and Ammon entred into his 
Kingdom, with a. fearful Mulcitude (for 
ſo it muſt be, when he had above a Eleven 
Hundred Thouſand Men on his own Side 
t0 aſliſt him ), yet upon his Proclaiming 
a Faſt, and 'asking Help of the Lord, 
God: Himſelf undertook his Protection, 
and fought his Battelsz by cauſing a Spi- 
rit of Enmity to enter into the Hoſt of 
his Enemies, that chey ſpared Fehoſophas 
the trouble of Fighting with them, by 4e- 
ftroying one another. 

Fehojada, though he was no King, yet 
(as Sir W. Rawleigh obſerves) he was 
Buryed among the Kings of Judah; as he 
well deſerved, having preſerved the Race 

them, and reſtored the True Religion; 
which the Late Prince of that Houſe, by at- 
rempting. io Eradicate, failed but alinle of 
Rooting 


2 Chron, 
20, 23s 


Hiſt, of 
W. lib. 2. 
Cap. 22. 


Y. 2. 


30 


+ Chron. 
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2 Chron, 
29. 


Cap. 30. 
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Rooting up themſelves, and all their Iſſue. 
But as for the Good Maa himſelf, he faith- 
fully Governed the Kingdom, the whole 
time of che Young King's Minority , for 
there was not only 4 Covenant made be. 
tween him and the People, that they [hould 


be the Lords People; but he ſhew'd his 


Zeal againſt the Idolatrous Worſhippers 
of Baal, in killing his Prieſts, breaking 
down his Altar and Images, and putting 
Athaliah to Death, whoſe Ambition and 
Pride had been the Foundation of ſo much 
Miſchief in Church and State. 

But the Reformation of Hezekiah and 
Foſiah, exceed all that ever was done in 
the Reign of preceding Princes, The 
firſt began his Reign, by opening the 
Doors of the Temple , which had been 
ſhar by 4haz ,. cleanſing the City and 


Kingdom from Idols, reſtoring the Prieſts 


to their Offices and Eſtates, Reviving the 
Sacrifices which had been.ſo long nesg- 
lected, Celebrating the Paſſover with great 
Magnificence; and chis and much more 
he did with all h/s Heart, and proſpered. 


And although Foſiah was very Young when 
he began to Reign, and found both Church 
and State polluted with all ſorts of Ido» 
latry and Wickednelss' yet chroughout 

lils 
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ts whole Dominions, he deſtroyed the 

molten and graven Images, and all the 

ole F Monuments of Idolatry ; he rebuilt allo, 

for I and repair'd the Temple; and did nor 

bes only wake a Covenant with the Lord in, ©, 

vid Bf bis own Perſon, but cauſed all that were 34. 32. 

his preſent iz Jeruſalem and Benjamin to ftand 

es WW #9 i7, And which is yet farther oblery- 

ng I able in the Reign of this pious Prince, 

ins I His devour Prayers and Reformation had 

ind WF that prevailing Power in them, as to 

ch WF prevent the Fall of that heavy Talent of 
Lead, which the Hand of God's enraged 

ind WF Juſtice was throwing down upon Fudah, 

[In WF and the Inhabitants thereof, For there 

"he If had been ſuch a miſerable Havock in the 

the Church, - by che Careleſneſs and Impie- 

cen iN ty of the two preceding Kings z ſuch an 

and WW Univerſal Toleration and Indulgence gt- 

elts WW ven to all ſorts of Wickedneſs, that (to uſe 

the WW the Propher's Expreſſion) Gods Repen- | 

©" WW tings were come to an End: And when ne = 9% 

real WF one could prevailwith Him for the Pardon 

ore WW of that condemned Nation, and he would 

red, i be no more entreated z yet the Integrity Fr 

hen of that Holy Prince procured a Reprieve. mpeg 

ch WW If we ſearch the Annals of Time, and 

do- if the Hiſtories of all Ages, we ſhall find 

out Fl that Prifftes and People never more prof- 

pered, 
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pered, than when Religion proſpered; and 
Idolatry was puniſh'd, and Schiſm diſ-coun- 
tenanc'd, | 

I am not ignorant of the Anſwers that 


are returned to theſe Inſtances. And in-. 


deed, Whar Truth is it, though never (0 
convincing and perſpicuous, but may be 
contradicted, and have an il] Gloſs put 
upon it; nay, quite ſhaken and ſhattered 
by the Sceptical Reaſonings of perverſe 
and depraved Minds £ Some would haye 
all theſe Inſtances ro be Typical: But 
this is to deſtroy a great part of che Old- 
Teſtament, and turn it, with the Anabap- 
tits, and other Enthuſiaſts, into the Types 
of our own fond Fancies. None ever ye 
could tell what. ſuch Coercive Power was 
Prefigurative of, And the Actual Exer 
ciſe of ſuch Civil Power is now as neceſ- 
ſary in theſe times of the Goſpel, as e 
ver it was under the Law, Others would 
have all the preceding Inſtances of rho 


Heroick Acts, not to proceed from any ge- 


neral Commiſſion granted by God, but 
from immediate Inſpiration given co them- 
ſelves: But, this is only barely affirmed, 
but never proved. I am ſure, *tis more 
probable, that many of the fore-mentio- 


ned Princes Were never Inſpired through 


che 
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the whole courſe of their Lives, than 
that they had any ſuch Honour and Pri-- 
viledge beſtowed upon them. The Scrip- 
tore 15 wholly filent in the buſineſs. And 
common Prudence would enable and &1- 
rect them to engage in many of thoſe Acti- 
ons, Without any extraordinary Inſpirati- 
on from the Holy Spirit, 

But IT hope both theſe Anſwers will 
prove but the Evaſions of a baffled Cauſe ; 


If it can be proved from the Writings of 


the Old - Teſtament, that the Co-ercive 
Power of the Magiſtrate was not to be 
confined to the narrbw Boundaries of the 
Fewiſh-Church, or the Land of Paleſtine; 
but chat che like Power was to be exer- 
ciſed by Kings and Potentates, when the 
Church became Chriſtian. And (by the 
way ) if it was not; Princes would have 
been in a worſe Condition by the Coming 
of Chriſt, and by embracing the Chriſti- 
an Faith, than when they continued Fews, 
or Heathens, For, while they continued 
ſo, they might lawfully exerciſe a Coer- 
cive Power in the Concerns of Religion, 
as hath been ſufficiently evinc'd in the 
fore - mentioned Inſtances. Bur if they 
were to lay aſide that Power when they 
embtaced' Chriſtianity, the chief Jewel in 

| D their 
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cheir Imperial Crowns was taken from 
them; and their Religion did not con- 
firm but diminiſh their precedent Rights. 
But the continuation of their Coercive 
Power appears plainly from that * place 
of the Evangelical Prophet, which has 
been of late urged, but never Anſwered 
by che Oppoſers of Magiſtracy. There, 
God gives as great Demonſtrations of his 
infinite Care and Love unto His Church, 
as we thall find in any one place of the 
Old- Teſtament: For he ſayes, That a 
Woman may ſooner with-draw her Com- 
paſſion from the ſon of her Womb, than he 
would forget his Church : That he hath 
graven hey on the Palms of his Hanas; 
That her Wa#ers and Defrojers ſhould go 
forth of her : That She ſhould be fo en- 
larged by the Acceſſion of the Geztiles 
to her, that her Place ſhould be too nar- 
yow and ſtrait for her Converts: And 
(that which is the Top-Stone of all her 
Glory) he promiſes, Kings ſhall be thy 
Nurſing-Fathers, and Queens thy Nurſing- 
Mothers. Ja which Words, God does 
not only ſecure his Church in the Benefi- 
cence and Protection of Kings; but he 
ſecures Kings alſo, in their Antient Pre- 
rogatives and Rights, For, How can that 
Pro- 


SG TFT Wo _ oo oe ne TRE 


Certain Queries. 


Promiſe receive its Accompliſhment, if 
Kings are deſticute of Power to prote& 
Religion, and puniſh thoſe that -would 


ſubvert its Profeſſion within their Empires 


and Dominions ? Thoſe are ſtrange Nur- 
ſes, that muſt permit their Children to 


- do what they will, and live how they liſt ; 


and ſuffer them as freely to feed upon 


Poyſon, as upon the Rational ſincere and 7+ any 
| immixed Xlk of Chriſtian Doctrine and , 
Inſtructions: Such are no better Nurſes 1 Fer. 2. 


than Roywlns and Remus had, who Suck'd © 
no other than a Wolfe, whoſe. Fury and 
Hunger might rather prompt him to deyour 
than nouriſh chem. 


There are * Expoſicors of great Lear- * Terinwz 
ning and Fame, who conceive this Pro- *© 


phefie to be fulfilled, when Emperours 
and Kings became Chriſtians, and enaQted 
Laws to ſecure the Faich of Chriſt from 
all Enemies, that either oppoſed and cor- 
rupted its Truths, broke and diffolved its 
_ or Apoſtatized from its Profeſ- 
10n, 

To mention all the Laws that were e- 
nated for the ſake of Religion byChriſtian 
Kings and States, would make theſe Papers 
look rather like a Hiſtory, than a ſhort An- 
ſwer to the 2ueries, Suffice it,to acquaint 
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cod The- no Lands; They were permitted nei-- 
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Reader, That Conſtaztine baniſh'd Ayi- 
# , and his Followers z that he burnt his 
Books, and threatned thoſe with the ſame 
Puniſhments, that would not Subſcribe to 
the Decrees of the Council of Nice, Af. 
ter which, he made a Law againſt the Ny. 
vatians, Valentinians, with other Here. 
ticks and Schiſmaticks of that time, which 
is too long to be inſerted: in theſe Pa- 
pets. 

Gratian, Palentinian, and both the They. 
aofij, proceeded after the very ſame man- 
ner againſt the Ariansz prohibicing their 
Meetings, and- interdicting them the Ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtry: The very ſame 
Emperours, as likewiſe, Arcadius, Ana- 
ſtaſins, and Fuſtinian, made ſevere Laws 
azainſlt the Manichees, Apollinarians , 
Montaniſts, Priſcillianiſts, Dopatiits, &c, 
forbidding rhem to preach either in Chur: 
ches, or private Houſes, under pain of the 
Confiſcation of the Places where they 
were Aſſembled : And befides great Sums 
of Money that were to be forfeired to the 
Emperour. and Preſident, they were to 
loſe all their Goods and Liberties, Offi- 
ces and Titles: They were to inherit 
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dicils: Their Proſelytes alſo, and thoſe 
that favoured their Tenents, and enter=- 
tined their Perſons, were to be Excom= 
municated, and look'd upon as Infamous, 
if they did not ſubmir and conform with- 
in the ſpace of one Year. All Admiſſion 
toany publick Offices, Councils, Debates, 
and Eleions, was denyed them; neicher 
was their Teſtimony receivable in any 
Court, or before any Magiſtrate. And 
if any convicted Heretick gathered Chur- 
ches, then, ut {editionis Auitores, paciſq 
turbate Eccleſia they were to be pro- 
ceeded againſt, and puniſhed as Authors of 
Sedition, and Diftnrbers of the Publick 
and the Churches Peace, The ſame Em. 
perours alſo made Laws againſt falling 4. 
wy from Chriſtianity co Paganiſm, He- 
refie, and Judaiſm3 and inflicted the py- 
niſhments before ſpecified, upon ſuch A- 
poltates from the Faith, And the very 
Oath that the Magiſtrates ſware under 
the Emperour Fuſtinian, was, That they 
would maintain Religion and Juſtice ac- 
cording to their Power ; and, in caſe they 
omitted their Duty, they wiſh'd to them- 
ſelves by way of Execration, the Trem- 
bling of Cain, the Leprofie of Gehaz}, and 
the Lot of Fndas, 

D 3 Nor 
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Nor were theſe juſt Laws, and zealous 
Proceedings, without thoſe good Effects, 
which the Authors propoſed to them- 
ſelves in the enacting of them: For ma- 
ny of the Hereſies were not only duppreſ- 
ſed and deſtroyed ; bur not a few of the 
Hereticks themſelves, Retracted their Er- 
rours and Opinions, and became Ortho- 
dox and real Converts to the Truth. 

The Dozatiſts were a Set proud and 
ſeditious; and fo very like thoſe among 
our ſelves, which we call 1ndependentr, 
that they may as truly be ſaid tobe Bre- 
then, as Romulus and Remws that Suck'd 
their Principles from the ſame Woolf. And 
the Emperours of thoſe Ages, inflicted 
upon them Capital Puniſhments z which 
proceedings, St. A»uſ{zz, a Perſon of a mild 
Temper, as well as of a Holy Life, de- 


' fended and juſtifyed, For, although he 


had been once of the Opinion, That no 
Coercive Power was to be ufed in Relt- 
gion; yetheafrerwards Retracted it, when 
he ſaw that the Schiſms and Michiel, 
occalioned by that buſie and ſubtle Sec; 
could not poſſibly be ſuppreſſed, but by 
the Execution of the ſevereſt Laws. For, 
he makes this Ingenuous Acknowledg- 
ment; There are two Books of mine, En- 
titled, 


o 
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zitled, Contra partem Donati z 7z the firſt 
of which 1 affirmed, That Schiſmaticks 
ought not to be violently driven to the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, by the Force of ſecular 
Power. Which Method did not then pleaſe 
mes becauſe I had net then Experience, 
how much Miſchief they were emboldened to 
commit, by reaſon of their Impunity ; or how 
conducive the Exerciſe of careful Diſci- 
pline might be to transform them into better 
Manners. And in one of his Epiſtles he 
ſayes, That although the whole City, in 
which he preſided, took part with Donatus ; 
Jet it was Converted to the Catholick Uni- 
ty, by the Fear of the Imperial Laws. . 

And therefore, very Remarkable are 
thoſe excellent Words of that Holy Fa- 
ther, concerning the Duty of Kings 3 1 
hoc ( ficut iis divinitus pracipitur.) Reges 
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Auge 
Cont Is 


Creſco 


Deo ſerviunt in quantum Reges, fi in ſud -G; m.lib; 


Regno bona jubeant, mala prohibeant, non 
ſolum que pertinent ad Humanam Societa. 
tem, verum ctiam que ad Divinam Reli- 
gionem: In this, Kings (as it is comman- 
ded them from Heaven) ſerve God in that 
of fice, when in their Kingdoms they com- 
mand what is Good, and prohibit what is 
Evil; and that not only in things that be. 


long t0 Human Society, but alſo unto Di- 
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vine Religiay, There are many more Paſſa- 
es in the Writings of St. Auſtin to the 
ame purpoſe, which are too numerous 
and large co be Tranſcrib'd, Suffice ic 
£0 acquaint the Reader, that the very ſame 
-Obje&ions which the Socinians and In- 
acpendents urge againſt the Magiſtrates 
Coercive Power, were in the Dayes of 
that excellent Father made uſe of by Pe- 
tilian the Donatiſt; and the ſum of them 
amounted to this, That no Man was to be 
compelled to the Faith, and that Religion 
was not to be choſen, but ont of Freedom of 
Will. Which Arguments are at Jarge 
Anſwered by chat Good and Holy Man, 
And therefore, *tis Matter of Wonder 
and Amazement, that a very Learned Man, 
in 4 Trad concerning Schiſm, ſhould 
make ſuch unworthy RefleQtions upon 
St. Auſtin: For, ſpeaking concerning the 
Schiſm of the Doxatiſts, and the Oppo- 
ſition thar that Father made againſt them; 
he ſayes, That the Truth was there, where 
?t was, by meer Chance, and might have 
been on e;::7 ſide, the Reaſon brought by 
either Pariy notwithſtanding : For though 
zt were de facto falſe, that Pars Donati 
ſhut up in Aﬀeick, was the oaly Orthodox 
Party; wet it might be true, notwithſtan- 
| aing 
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ding any thing $t, Auſtin brings to Confute 
it: And, onthe contrary, though it were de 
faRotruethat the part of Chriſtians diſperſed 
gver the whole Earth, were Orthodox ; yet it 
might have been falſe, notwithlanding any. 
thing St. Auſtin brings to Confirm i. 

But who-ever will be at the pains to 
peruſe the Wrirings of *that Father a- 
oainſt the Donatifts, will find, that he was . 
an able Diſputant, as well as a great 
Writers and as well knew how to Con- 
fute Error, as eſtabliſh and clear che Truth. 
Icould tire the Patience of the Reader,with 
Authorities out of his writings, to ſhow how 
much that Learned Man is miſtaken in his 
own Opinion, concerning him : Bur I have 
too far Digreſs'd already, Suffice ir, that 
he with many others of the Antients, owns 
and proves the. Moagiſtrate's Coercive 
Power in the Concerns of Religion. And 


as a very excellent * Perſon obſerves, He *Dr.s:it- 
with many others of the Learned Fathers, >, "oh 
liv'd in the time of Theodoſius the Great * Dedics: 

And that is the Age, which our Church of —_— 


England, ſince our Reformation, comes Ly gm, 


neareſt to: Idelatry being then ſuppreſſed 


| by the Tenperial Edidts, the Church ſetled 


bly Law nnder the Government of Bifhops, 
Publick Liturgies appointed, Antiquity ye» 
| werent d, 
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wverenced, Learning encouraged, and ſome 
few Ceremonies uſed; but without any of 
choſe corrupt Mixtures, which afterwards 
prevailed in the Roman Church, And 
thac I may a little vary the Words of that 
incomparable Writer z who-ever ſuſpes 
that St. Aufin, St. Ambroſe, &c. are ei 
ther Enemies to the Power of Godlineſs, 
or indiſcreet Contenders for a Spiritua| 
Tyranny to be exerciſed in Matters of 
Religion, by Civil or Eccleftaſtical Go- 
vernours; he never knew what Godlineſs 
or Government meant. 

'T hope now it appears to be 2s 70latios 
of the Law or Light of Nature, t0 inflict Pu 
anifhments in matters of Religlou. 1 an 
ſure, our Anceſtors (who perhaps will 
be thought by Poſterity, to have had xx 
much Wiſdom and Religion too, as the 
preſent Age) had other Opinions conce:: 
ning this Matter. For the firſt Parlia- 
ment of Queen Elizabeth made a Statute 
(which Sr. Robert Cotton affirms to be on: 
of the beſt Laws that ever was made in Eng- 
land) for the Levying of 12 4. every 
Sunday and Holy - day upon all Perſons, 
that could aot give a reaſonable Excuſ: 
for their Abſence from ' their Pariſh 
Church. And immediately after the e 
GE, nacting 
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nating of the Penalty, there are theſe 
excellent and remarkable Words — And 
for the due Execution hereof,the 9 ucens moſt 
excellent Majeſty, the Lords Spiritual, and 
all the Commons in this preſent Parliament 
Jſſembled, do in Gods Name earneſtly re- 
quire and charge all ArcheBiſhops, Bilhops, 
&c. that they ſhall endeavour themſelves 
zo the mermo#} of their Knowledges, that the 
due and true Execution hereof may be had 
throughout their Dioceſſes and Charges ;, 4s 
they will anſwer before God for ſuch Ewvils 
and Plagues, where-with Almighty God 
may. juſtly puniſh his People for negletFing 
this g00d and wholeſome Law. And not- 
withitanding the. zealous pleadings of 7- 
dependents againſt the Magiſtrates Coer- 
cive Power in' Religious matters, in this 
Kingdom yet they themſelves exerciſe 
it after the moſt violent manner in New- 
England: For they have nor only ba- 
niſh'd Antinomians, and put 2uakers to 
Death 5 but impoſe a Penalty of five Shil- 
lings every Lords-Day, upon all that do 
not come to Hear their Preaching. I con- 
clude my Anſwer to this @very, in the 
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Words of Mr. Calvin, There are n0ne Prolet, 
plead again# the Maziſtrates Coercive Pow- in Dan, 


Sword of Fuſtlice, but thoſe who 
out 


er, ana 
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out of 4 Conſciouſneſs of their own Here- 
ftes, $chiſms, and Miſdeeds, are in danger, 
and afraid of (uffering by it : And there fl FE: 
fore, would wreſt the Sword ont of the Mu fl pl 
giftrates Hand, that they might perſevere ill pr 
in their Hereſies, Schiſms, Blaſphemies, | or 
and Offences, without Puniſhment, and Re- i of 
d morſe. wi 


Quer. 8. Whether it be not Incongre. i ny 
ous, and Heterogeneal, to puniſh Corporally, iſ th 
Men erring Spiritually. 


Anſw. No Judge or Juſtice, no Mins MW Cc 
or Rhadamanthus, can take Cognizance of IM 14 
2ny Man's Conſcience, or Internal MW 4 
Thoughts. Bur when Wickednelſs inthe 
Heart breaks our into open. Speeches, and 
external Actions, the Criminal then makes Ml c; 
himſelf lyable .to the Magiſtrates Power MW M 
and Inſpe&tion, St. Pavl reckons Here- ſWſ an 
Gal. 5. fies among the Works of the Fieſh: And Ib T 
' when he blames the Corinthians for thoſe IM w:; 
Schjſms, and Diſorders, which they per- Wl 7 
mitced and practiſed in their Church; he © U 
x Cor. 3+ tells them, They were Carnal, axdwalk'd ih ty 
3+ as Men. Andcertainly, any Senſual Sin @Þ oi 
may be puniſh'd by the Civil Sword. And iſ R 
thoſe who gather Churches, and deſpiſe ©W 4 
a Govern- 
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Government, and trample upon all Laws, 

are more than Spiritually Erroneous, The 
Enticers to Idolatry might as well. have Deur. 13+ 
pleaded the Incongruity of the Magiſtrates 
procedure againſt them, by ſaying, It was 

only the Errour of their Minds, as .any 

of the Diſſenting Miniſters; But they 

were Corporally puniſh'd, that all Iſrael ys. x1; 
might hear and fear, and do no more 4- 

" ſuch Wickedneſs,, as that was among 

tem. 


Quer. 9. Whether ſecular Force and 
Compulſion in Things of Divine and Super- 
natwral Revelation , be not the Arms of 
Anti=Chriſt, and not of the True Churchs 


Anſw. The-uſe of ſecular Force and 
Compulſion towards Fews or Pagans in 
Matters of Religion, is Anti- Chriſtian, 
and a Violation of the Law of Nations, 
The Spaniard, inſtigated by the Jeſuite, 
was highly Gailcy of this, againſt the poor 
Indians, For 'tis certain, that no Mans 
Unbelief do's make him forfeit Proprie- 
ty; that being acquired either by a Civil 
or Natural Right, and not founded in 
Religion; as is evident from the caſe of: 
Ananias and Saphira, AQ, 5, And there- 
fore; 
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fore, it was a Canon in an Antient Coun: 
cil, That , no one ſhould be 6onſtrained ty 
Embrace the True Faith, And Tertulliay 
ſayes, That "tw not Religion to compel Re- 
ligion, Que ſpont? ſuſcipi. debet non vi, 
Which oughs to be received by a free Will, 
and not by Force of Arms, And Lattay- 
tins, Suid jam ulterins relinquitur , ſi 
etiam boc quod voluntate fieri oportet, li- 
bido extoruet aliena ? What yemains t0 
us, if another Mans Lui#t extort that by 
Force, which we ought mot willingly t 
perform ? Which Paſſages, with many 
more that might be preſented to the Rea- 
der, declare the Opinions of Fathers - 
oainſt that praiſe of Princes, who raiſe 
Wars againſt Pagan - Nations, tO Coll» 
pell and force them to the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and Embracing of the Gol- 
pel. But theſe things nothing concern 
a Kingdom, in which there is a viſible 
and univerſal Profeſſion of the ſame Reli- 
gion, There, Magiſtrates may uſe Com- 
pulſive. Methods, to ſecure their People 
from a rotal and manifeſt Apoſtacy from 
the true Faithz and repreſs ſuch Sedu- 
cers as do threaten either the Extirpation 
of thar, or their own Government, And 
this is no more, than what the moſt Reli- 

f S10us 


Certain Queries. 


olous Princes haveaſſumed to themſelves, 
by God's Warrant and Approbation it 
the Fewsſh Church, as I have before un- 
deniably Evinced : The Religion of 
which Church, was as Divine and Super- 
natural, as that of Chriſtians, For the 
Subſtance of both Religions was the ſame 3 
the Fews believing in Chriſt, who was to 
come 3 and We believing in Him, as al- 
ready manifeſted in the Fleſh, 


Quer. 10, Whether any one can be com- 
pelled by ſecular Force, and Compulſion, to 
perform any Divine Duty acceptably, fince 
God accepts not of any, but what is Vo- 
lantary, and of Faith, which cannot be 
forced? And of what nſe then i ſecular 
Force and Compulſion in Religion, but t0 
make "Men ſin and ſuffer ? | 


Anſw, This @nery, as well as many 0- 
thers, is forged in the Shops of the $co- 
cinians and Anabaptifls; and might with 
2s much ftrength of Reaſon be urged a. 
cainſt the Magiſtrates uſing Compulſive 
Methods towards his Subjeas, for the 
performance of the Duties of the Second 
Table, as thoſe of the Firſt, *Tis true, 
no Human Power can command any more, 
than 
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than the ouc-ward Duty; nor forbid any 
more, than the out-ward At. And when 
the King forbids his Subje&ts, Murther, 
Thefr, &c- or commands them to be 
Loyal, Juſt, &*c. neither. Abſtinence 
from thote Sins, nor practiſing of thoſe 
Vertues, is any farther acceptable to God, 
chan both do proceed from the Internal 
Powers of the Mind, and out of anawful 
Regard and Fear to the Divine Majeſty, 
But, Muſt not therefore Authority oblige 
Men to be Loyal and Peaceable, Honeſt 
and Juſt, and puniſh themif they be Re. 
bellious and Seditious, Injurious and 
Thieves, becauſe by ſecular Force they 
cannot make them either perform thoſe 
Duties, or abſtain from thoſe Sins, accey- 
zably? 'Tis true, Religion is ſeated and 
produced in the Soul, by the inward Cons 
viction and Illumination of the Mind, 
and not by the Compulfion of the Body, 
But then the outward performance of 


Service unto God, by thoſe who own any 


ſuch Being, or profeſs any Religion, is 
ſubje& to the Power and Cognizance of 
the Magiſtrate: If ir were not, Men might 
A& thoſe things in deſpight of Atathori- 
ty, which might both diſhonour and de- 
ſtroy Government, . 

x Evety 
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Every King .is both the Miniſter of 
God, and the Ruler of his People, . As 
heis the firſts he is obliged by all the 
Bonds of Piety and Gratitude, to take 
care that God, from whom he derives his 
Authority, be ſolemnly Worſhipt wichia 
his Dominions, As he is the Second, he is 
bound to puniſh either the Negledts of pub- 
lick Worſhip, or the Corryptions and fa}ſe 


Ads of itz becauſe they have an ill In- 


fluence upon the Practiſes, and are offen- 
five to the Minds of his Loyal and Pious 
ſabjecs. 17 5 EG G1 3h 

. No doubt, but one main Ingredient 
that, makes - our Services acceptable to 
God, is, our Willingneſs co perform 
them, and to approve our Hearts ro Him 
in the well-doing of chem. Bur our Go- 
yernours are not. ſo much to conſider our 
Willingneſs, as our Benefic, and their 
own Duty. And perbaps, itwill be found 
as great” an AQ of Juſtice and. Charicy, 
to force ſome Men'to go to Church, as 


*tis to force ſame Boys to go to School 3 


who are at laſt brought in Love with their 
Books, more by the ſeverity of the Rod, 
than, by the per{waſjons of. the Miſter, 
And as the Magiſtrate will find the: Be- 
nefic by exerciſing his Coercive Power, 
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in ſecuring the Honour of his own Laws 
and Authority ; ſo will the Perſons alſo, 
upon whom ſuch Methods are uſed for, 
*cis far better for Men to come within the 
pollibility of being perſwaded to Religi. 
on, and reduced to ſober Apprehenſiong 
of it; than to continue in their Schiſms, 
or in a voluntary Neglect of all Pie- 
ty. Suppoſe the worſt, viz, Thar the 
compelling Men to Church , do no 
produce any inward Change in their 
Minds; yet certainly, *tis a Means con. 
ducive to ſo bleſſed an End. - And al. 
though it doth them no good, yet itis of 
oreat uſe to Religion; the Honour of 
which, is ſecured better by Hypocriſie, 
than Atheiſm. But, tis more than probable, 
that ſuch forcible Methods will be of great 
advantage to all forts of Men: for (o 
they will be, if People are but External 
ly Reformed by them ; and a Reſtraint 
be laid upon their ſenſual Appetices, that 


they do not att thoſe Abominable Luſts, 


which are now become ſo Modiſh and E- 
pidemical among us, And by this way, 
cheNation's as well as God's Honour, would 
be ſecured; and Men would receive far 


more Benefit, than to be ſettled upor their Ghic, 
Leesz, and be permitted to proceed on his 
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in an open Defiance of all Piety, and. a 
ſcornful Contempt of the Church, and In- 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, Ahabs External Hu- 
miliation. was ſo acceptable to God, that King. 
he revok'd his Denounced Judgments, *** 
and did .not bring the Evil which was 
Threatned againſt him in his Dayes. And 

if by ſevere Laws a ſtop were put to thoſe 
zrols Schiſms, and that bare-fac'd Atheiſm 
(with other Villanies) that abound a- 
mongſt us, and Seducers were reſtrained 
(rom propagating their contagious Errors, 

it would be more acceptable ro God, and 

al good Men, and leſs diſhonourable. too, 

unto the Kingdom, . than thoſe lawleſs 


and licentious PraQiſes .which are Uni- 


erally: pleaded for, and palliated. over 
jith che ſpecious Pretences to Liberty of 
onſcience. In a word, There are other 
Iles of ſecular Force and Compulſion in 
Religion, than. what relate to the Per- 
ons themſelves, upon whom they are us'd, 
For. if Men are ſo perverſe and incorri- 
ible, .as not to be Reform'd themſelyes 3 
yet the Puniſhments char are inflited up” 
n them, may. prevent the like Sin in. 0- 
ers. So true is that of Seneca, 1» Vin j;, zo 
licendis injurijs, hac tria Lex ſecnta eſt, Clem. 
jus princeps quoq; —_ ut aut euns bo 
2 


quem 
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quem punit emendet, ut aut pana ejns ce: 
teros meliores reddat, ant ut ſublatis malis 
ſecuriores cateri vivants, Upon which 
Words Mr. Calvin thus: comments,. Cor- 
rigendl funt pand, qui alis ratione in vi- 
am reduci nequeunt, ne filant effrenatiores 
licentia &* Corruptiores, Thole are to be 
puniſh'd, who will not by any other means 
be brought unto their Duty z leſt they 
become more unruly and corrupt in their 
licentious Practiſes by Impuaity.. 


Quer, 11. Whether Chrifts Rule of his 
Diſciples wnder the Goſpel, be not by a $ji- 
ritual Power ? and, Whether to uſe the Tem- 
poral Sword in Religious Matters, be nt 
50 make the Weapons of the Goſpel not mighty 
through God, but mighty through the Magi» 
ſtratesPower 5 & to ArmtheChurch with Wes 
pons Chrift never gave Her, and to make htr 
a Military, rather than a Spiritual Society? 


Anſw, What is* mighty thyongh the Pow 
er of the Lawfal Magiſtrate, is might 
through God : For he 15: God's Minilter, 
and that to the benefit and well - fare of 
Mens Souls, as well as their worldly and 
outward Eſtates. *Tis true, Chriſt ne- 
ver made uſe of the Civil Magiſtrates 

| Power, 
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Power to recommend or obtrade His 
Dodrine upon the unbelieving World. 
For,the Secular Powers were all che Dayes 
of his Fleſh, in open Enmity and Hoſti- 
lity againſt Him. And He was Armed 
with ſuch miraculous Power from Heaven, 
thar He did not need any Aſſiſtance from 
Empires or States, But from hence to 
argue againſt the Churches making uſe 
of the Authority of Kings in the Aﬀairs 
of Religion would be as abſurd and in- 


conſequent, as to ſay, That Church-Men 


ought not to uſe the Magiſtrates help a 
eainſt Thieves and Murtherers, becauſe 
Chrift never Appealed, or required his 
affiſtance to puniſh any ſuch Criminals. *'Tis 
certain, that our bleſſed Saviour in EreQing 


' His Church, never intended co diminiſh or 


deſtroy the Power of Magiſtracy; but rather 
copreſerve it inviolate, by EnaQting thoſe 
Laws of Meekneſs and Loyalty, Humili- 
ty and Obedience, by which Superiours 
ſhould be fecured in their Royalties and 
Prerogatives, and Subjedts in their Privi- 
ledges and Birth-Rights. , The Church 
is a Military Society, and every Chriſti- 
an is a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
what the Weapons of their Warfare is, 
wa "9717 og ſal 
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ſhall be ſhewed in the Anſwer to the next 


Luery. 


Qu. 12. Whether to ſay, The Spiritual 
Power, Chriſt hath given unto his Churth 
for the right ordering and governing they. 
of, is not ſufficient to the End, without th: 
Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Secular Power, bt 
not to Blaſpheme? "— © © | 


Anſw. The end of Chriſt's giving Poy- 
er to his Church is the Edification (nat 
Deſtruction) of the Souls of His People, 
But to permit Men to Renounce the com- 
mon Chriſtianity, and to be of (ach cuti- 

- ous and itching Ears, as to heap to them- 
ſelves falſe-Teachers, that ſhall lead them 
in the'paths of Herefie and 'Schiſm, and 
deſtroy the” Unity of the Church 3 this 
iS a betraving of that Depoſitums which 
Chriſt has left with its 'Governours and 
Guides ; and that which no Chriſtian 
King or Biſhop can Anſwer at the great 
and dreadful Tribunal; fTis a gratifying 
of the old Serpent in his malitious Wiles 
and Methods, and: giving leave to his 
Inſtruments to accompliſh their Helliſh 
Deſignes; -in- deſtroying Chriſtianity, and 
rhe Churches Government, at one _ 
WR. * DO. | od's 
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God's Name is not Blaſphemed, but His 
Inſtitutions honoured, when they are made 
uſe of to uphold His Truths; and to ſe- 
cure unto Him a People zealous in the 
Profeſſion of His Goſpel, and performing 


'of His Will. His Name is rather Blaſ- 


phemed amongſt us, when mens Minds 
ae alienated from the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Profeſſion of it is made arbitrary in 
2 Nation, where it hath been acknow- 
ledged and embraced for ſo many Cen- 
turiesof Years, and where it wonld con- 
tinue ro the Worlds Diſſolution, were 
it not in the Power of every heated Brain, 
:nd ſulphurous Male - content, either to 
ſerve God, or feryve Him not; either to 
adhere to the Church in which he was 
Baptized, or renotnce it; either to be- 
lieve in Chrift, or openly deny and Blaſ- 
pheme Him. But what-ever becomes of 
the common Chriſtianity in theſe Di- 
ſtrafted and divided Kingdoms, God for- 
bid | that ever its Extirpation ſhould be 
charged by God upon the Governours of .. 
the Church, May their Labours and En- 
deavours to continue theſe Iſlands in the 
Chriſtian Faith, be like thoſe of the Pri- 


- mitive Biſhops and Apoſtles, vis. a ſweet 


Savour 2nd Perfume to God tn them that 
E 4 Periſh, 
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periſh, as-well as in them that believe, and 
are ſaved. 

It is one thing to Convert Pagans and 
Infidels co Chriſtianity, and another thing 


to keep thoſe within the Bounds of their 


Duty that do already profeſs ſo excellent 
a Religion. The firſt is only to be done 
by the Miniſtry of the Church, by Gentle 
and Moral Means and Methods, by ſound 
Preaching, devout Prayers, holy Living 
and perſwafive Arguments. But when 
Men have given up their Names to Chriſt, 
*ris certainly the Duty of Charch - Men 
co uſe all lawful Means, to prevent their 
Avpoſtacy from Him. And when neither 
Tntreaties nor Prayers, uctions not 
Cenſutes, will produce any good Effet 
upon Incorrigible Offenders, why may not 
the Afiſtance of the Magiſtrate be re- 
queſted ro ſave a Soul from Death, and 
Reſcue him out of the Snare of the De- 
OR | | 

Indeed, in the Primitive and pureſt 
* Ages of the'Church, chere'was no need 
th:t its Aﬀts and Cenſures ſhould be ſe- 
conded by the Sword of the Secular Pow- 
er: For then, the Sentence of Excommu- 
nication had ſuch dreadful Effeas atten- 
ding of ir, that Offenders were _—_ 
CLI ao ately 
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ately convinced of their Sins and Follies, 
and reduced ro Repentance and Reforma- 
tion, For, upon the pronouncing of that 
dreadfal Sentence, the Guilt of their 
Souls was preſently diſcernible in ſome 
heavy Judgment or other, that was in- 
ficted upon their Bodies. And this is 
evident not only from ſome of the Primi- 
tive Writers of the Church, but from the 
Holy Scriptures themfelves: For there 
we may eaſily perceive how the Defe& 
of che Magiſtrates Coercive Power was 
miraculouſly ſupply'd from Heaven, and 
that not only in the Inceſtuous Corinthian, 
who was delivered unto Satan for the de- 


ſfirution of the Fleſh, but in Ananias a3.s. 


and Saphira, who were immediately ſtruck 
dead for Lying unto the Holy + Ghoſts and 
in Elimas the Sorcerer, who was ftruck blind 
for perverting the right Wayes of God, and 


attempting to 1#ry away the Deputy from the A8. 1g. 


Faith, Butto conclude the Anſwer to this 
2uery; When ever Difſenters have any 
Penalty inflicted on them beyond that of 
Excommunication, 'tis becauſe they en- 
danger the' Peace of the State, by dif- 
obeying the Laws of the Church: For 
the Intereſt of both thoſe Sacieties are 
ſo twiſted and united, thar like Hippocr a- 
POO ies's 


I Cor. 5s 
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tes's Twins, they Laugh and Weep, Live 
and Dye, both together, | 


Qu. 13. Whether the Carnal Conjunc: 
tion of the Temporal Power with the $pi- 
ritual, hath not made all Eccleſiaſtical Re- 
giment odjous and unſavoury, and ſerv 
only to enable the Clergy nnder the pretext 
of the Power of the Goſpel, to trample, by 
the Power of the World, Man- kind under 
their Feet ? 


Anſw. There is no more Caynal:ty in 
the Union of the Civil Power with the 
Eccleſfiaſtick, in theſe Dayes of the Gol. 
pel, than there was when chey ſupported 
each other, and were united under the 
Law: Then Moſes and Aaron (to produce 
no other Inftances) went hand in hand 
rogether; ' The one as a Prince, and a 
Leader ; the other as a Prieſt of the Peo- 
ple: Both of them inſtrufted them in the 
Wayes of God, and ſecured chem in their 
Obedience, that they might not return 
to Egypt. Both of them preyented the 
Erection of. thax Democracy, or rather 
Anarchy, that was attempted by Core, 
and his Complices, Numb, 16. when they 
pleaded, That Moſes and Aaron 10k tov 


much 


Ve 
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much upon them, ſeeing all the Congrega- 


tion was Holy every one of them, 


Lord was among them, There is 


and the 
not the 


leaſt doabt from che Text, but the Con- 
junction of choſe excellenc Perſons in 
Counſe] and Authoricy, to prote& and 
ſecure the 1/rgelites in their Obedience 
to God, was the main Cauſe of the Re- 
volt and Inſurregion of thoſe Rebels. 
And, that they might the better palliate 
over their Rebellion, and make the Go- 


vernment of thoſe two Chieftain 
ſal and unſavoury; they ſtreng 


s hate- 
thened 


their Intereſts not only by Courting and 
Careffing the meaneſt of the People; 
but by bringing over to their Party 250 


Princes of the Aſſembly, famous 


Congregation, and Men of Honour and Re- 3v/pe; 
their or0jaagod 


Tribes; and were obliged by the Bonds 


yown: Such as bore Offices in 


in the 


of Honour, as well as the Oaths of God, 
to ſecure the People in their Duty, and 
not to fide with fa&ious and ſeditious Spies 
ris againſt the Goverament of ' Church 
and State, But ſurely, the Afliſtance gi- 
ven by Moſes to Aaron, did not incite or 
enable che Lords Prieſt to crample upon 
the People, And there is a great deal leſs 


probability and danger from the C 


ounte» 
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nance that the preſent Clergy have from 
Princes, and great Perſonages, than there 
was at that time, or indeed, in any Ape, 
fince the Empire became Chriſtian, For 
Aaow, Miniſters are made the very formal 
Cauſe of the Hatred and Contempt of 
roo many Perſons, But they may com. 
fort themſelves in this, That the ſame 
Fate has happened to others far better, 
and more deſerving, than themſelves, 'Tis 
well known who were accounted the Filth 
and Off-ſcouring of the World : And 'tis 
ſome ſatisfaction to tread in their Steps, 
and traſt of their Cupz and be trampled 
on, and ſcorn'd by thoſe Perſons, tha 
have nothing elſe to Recommend them t9 
the World, but Dung and Impudence. 


Qu. 14. Whether to force and compel 
Men inthe Worſhip and Service of God, i 
AGF againſt their Light and Fudgments, be 
20t 4 Spiritusl Rape upon their Couſcien- 
CES. _ 


Anſw. This 9very, as well as many 
others, is meerly Sceptical z and is fully 
Anſwered in the Seventh: But I ſhall a 
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Erroneous, to be the only Rule of Mens 
Faith and Praiſes, The main Argumenc 
with which the Libertines of all Ages, 
have ſheltered themſelves againſt the reach 
of wholſom and good Laws, has been 
Conſcience, and the Internal Liberty of 
that Facultys which ( ſay they is only 
and immediately Subje& unto God, A 
Spirit may be as ſoon pierced with a Sword, 
as Yiolence can be offered to the Con- 
ſcience, or the Mind conſtrained to un- 
derſtand, to Fear, Love, Hate, &c. For 
all choſe are the Elicite As of the Soul, 
and flow from no other Principle, thaa ics 
own Internal and Natural Inclinations. 
And the Soul's Elicite As cannot be ferc'd 
or violated by all the Compulſive Powers 
in the World. 

Bur all this fignifies very little in the 
preſent Debate: For no Authority ever 
offered any Violence to the Internal As 
of Mens Minds. So long as Fire is kept 
within the Chimney, and does not flame 
out into other Parts of the Houſe, no one 
is very ſollicitous to- extinguiſh it, And 
when Mens Opinions are recluded and 
lockt within their own Breſts, fand are 
not vented to proſelyte others, or diſturb 
the publick Peace, the Magiſtrate never 
' Con 


Rom, 14. 
22. 


Foh. 16, 
"* 
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concerns himſelf about them. But when 
Men are not content to obferye that Rule 


of the Apoſtle, of having or keeping their 
Faith and Opinions #0 themſetves, - the 
Magiſtrate is not then to conſult Mens 
private Conſciences ; but the Honour of 
God, the ſafety of his own Perſon and 


Government, and his Peoples Benefic and 


Good. Nay, in the exerciſing of his Co- 


ercive Power, he may do as much Good 
UPon thoſe that Err, as to others that may 


poſſibly be enticed tro Error. For it may 
be a greater fin for a Man co AQ accor- 
ding to the Diftates of his Conſcience, 
than to Act againſt them. This is evi- 


deat nor only from the Experience of all 
Ages, but from the Holy Scriptures, which 


ſpeak of a ſcared Conſcience, of Men 
whoſe Conſciences are defiled, of a Repro- 


bate Mind, 8c. And Chriſt cells his A. 


poſtles, That the Time would come, when 


Men ſhould have ſuch' perverted Appre-, 
henſions of Things, as not only to chink 
it lawful, but acceptable Service to God, 


to kill Chriſtians, and take away their 
Lives: And if the Fewiſh $Sanhedrim could 
have laid any thing to che charge of Sr, Pe- 


ter, and St, Fohn,, whereby they could. 
have taken away their Lives, no doubt but. 


they 
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they would have done it ; as appears from 

AF, 4.21, And inthe doing of it, they 
would have thought themſelves free from 

all Guile in violating the Sixth Command- 

ment. Laſtly, St. Paul had Conſcience 

to plead for him, when he perſecuted, and 

made Havock of the Church ; For, he 
thought, 3, ec. he was fully perſwaded in 

his own Conſcience, that he ought to do 4#:265. 
many things contrary 10 the Name of Jeſus 

of Nazareth, Well may the Magiſtrate | 
then puniſh many Men, when they a& 
according to their Conſciences. For, 
ſuppoſe there had been a Chriſtian Ma- 
oiftrate in St, Pauls Journey to Damaſcus, 

that had taken and Impriſon'd him 5 and 
afterwards, according to the Forms of 
Juſtice, had deprived him of 'his Life, for 

the Miſchief he had done to the poor 
Chriſtians: Had this been to commit & 

Rape upon St. Pauls Conſcience? 1 know 

very well, that ic will be here ſaid, That 

ſuch a Magiſtrate might puniſh him for 
Murther, and violating the Laws of the 
Second Table, Bur the Anſwer to this 

is eaſe, if I ſhould ſay, That juſt ( our 
Magiſtrates do, when they Execute any 

of the Penal Statutes upon Difſenters. 
But to give a farther Anſwer: It is a ve- 
ry 


An Anſwer to 
ry ſtrange ;thing for any one to believe; 
That the Magiſtrate is inveſted with Pow- 
er to puniſh Men for Words and Actions, 
whea they tend to the Dammage of pri- 
vate Perſons, or endanger the Common- 
Wealthz e.g. He may puniſh Men if they 
take falſe Oaths, and ſhed innocent Blood, 
and blaſt the Honour of great Perſons, 
&c. bur let them ſpeak never ſo many 
Lyes in the Name of God, and Preach 
and Teach them in Hypocriſie ; let them 
Blaſpheme God and Chriſt, and Religi- 
on, then Authority has its Hands ty'd 
up; no Coercive Power muſt be nſeda- 
gainſt any ſuch Criminals; for all thoſe 
acts flow from Conſcience : They are the 
inward Acts and Perſwafions of Mens 
Minds 3- the Freedom of which, ought 
net to be violated by any vindictive Me- 
thods. Ia aword, every Chriſtian is to 
A& out of a Principle of Conſcience, in 
the Duties of the Second Table, as well 
as in thoſe of the Firſt, So thar, if Con- 
ſcience be a ſufficient Plea againſt the 
Coercive Power of Kings, they ought not 
' to. EnaQ any Penal Laws againſt Murther, 
Felony, &c. any more than againſt In- 
fidelity, Schiſm, Herefie, ec: for C6n- 


ſcience is equally concern'd in the Deep 


uries 
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of both Tables; and the Magiſtrates Co- 
ercive Power may as Rationally upon 
that account, be denyed in one, as the 0- 
ther, 


Qu. 15. Whether to require Conforms- 
ty in Practiſe, where there is difference in 
Fnioment, be not to command a Man to 
ack againit bis Light and Conſcience, and 
conſequently to ſin ? 


Anſw. T may Anſwer this Query with - 
another, and that is by asking, Whe- 
cher the Superiour may not take care to 
at according to the Dictates of his Con= 
{cience, as well as the Inferiour to prac- 
tile according to his ? For, ſurely, there 
is no Magiſtrate in the World, who re- 
cains any Senſe of his Duty, and conſi- 
ders the account that he muſt pive to 
Him, by whom Kings Reign, and Princes 
decree Fuſtice; but muit believe it as 
muck his Duty to make thoſe under his 
Charge to ſerve God, as they can con- 
ceive it their Duty to ſerve him in ſuch 
Wayes and Methods, as are diametrical- 
ly contrary to Gods W:ll, and {ubver- 
five to the Magiſtrate's Governmenc. As 
a Diſſenter may be perſwaded in his Con- 

F {cience, 


An Anſwer to 
ſcience, That he ought not ro Conform 
fo a Governour may be perſwaded in his 
Conſcience, That ſuch a Perſon” ought to 
be puniſh'd : And there is as much rea- 
ſon that a Superiour ſhould preſcribe to 
his Subje@, as the Subject to his Superi- 
Our: For the Superiour's Conſcience is 
as certain a Rule in Commanding, as the 
Inferiour's can be to kim in Dilobeying. 
And this is the Caſe between the King 
of  Eygland, and the preſent Diflenters 
from the Church: For, in the Corona- 
tion-Oath, the King Sweats That he will 
Defend and Preſerve ts the Clergy, all Ca- 
nonical Priviledges, and free Franchifes, 


granted to them by the glorious King $t. Ed- 


ward, and other Kings, How this Oath 
can be performed, if the Church be 
expoſed to the Inrodes of all Seducers, 
is paſt my Pow:r to conceive or deter- 
mine, Every Prince'owes a tric account 
to God of his Crown and Government, 
and the Dignity of his Place obliges him 
to promote the Happineſs of his. People; 
which he does not, if he permit every one 
to do that which is ſeemly in his own 
Eyes. 

-- Rur to diſmiſs the Obligation that lies 
en- Magiſtrates, and to conſider whether 
Difterence 
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Difference in Judgment will juſtifie any 
Man from Inconfo:mity in PraQtiſe: And 
to do this, let the Reader peruſe what 
St. Fohn ſayes in his Revelation, Cconcer- 
ning one of the Angels of the Seven 
Churches. All ſound Expoſitors look up- 
on thoſe Angels to be Biſhops : Bur let 
them be called by the Name of Bithops 
or Minifters z one of them is called, by 


Chriſt, to a ſtrift account for ſuffering 2. x; 


that Woman TJezabel to teach and ſeduce 20. 
his Servants, Now, I would be reſolved, 
Whether the Biſhop or Azgel might nor 
have excuſed his own Neglects, by plead- 
ing for Fezabel ; That her Judgment dif- 
fered from his; that ſhe Acted according. 
to her Conſcience; and to make her 
practiſe things quite contrary toher Judg- 
ment, was that which Chriſt never did 
Himſelf, in th2 Dayes of his Fleſh : Ir 
was an Invaſion of the Freedom of Meng 
Wills, and the Liberty of their Conſci- 
encesz Ic was a-conſtraining of them to 
Ai again#t their own Light , and conſe- 
quently to ſin, But no ſych Reply is made 
to our. Saviours Reprodf, And Mr. Per- 
kizs ( who, I preſume, may be eſteem'd 
a.Perſon of as tender Principles, as any 
of our preſent Diſſenters). makes this uſe 
F 2 of 
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of the preceding Inſtance. Meyce (fayes 
he) we may gather, that every Man is not 
to be left to his own Conſcience, to Teach 
aud Bold what Dofrine he will * But all 
ſuch Men or Women as teach Exroneous 
Dodtrines, by the Governours of the Charch 
are to be reſlratned. Mis a grievous fault 
in any Church, xot to Reſirain the Authors 
and Maintainers of Seas, and falſe Doc- 
zrines, and of Opinions, which ſtand not with 
the Truth of Gods Word: And, on the con- 
trary, "tis a Vertue, and good Gift in any 
Church, whenthey Reſtrain the Anthors and 
Favonrers of Sets, and falſe Dottrines. 
And in this Reſped#, our Church is to be 
commended and approved, and the Com- 
mon - Wealth like-wiſe , for making Laws 
to reflrain both Popiſh Recuſants, and ſome 
Proteſtants who depart from our Church; 
as being no Church of God, but a Member 
of Anti- Chriſt and Babylon: So far that 
o00d Man, I could 'Tranſcribe much more 
out of his Works; but he who will be 
farther ſatisfy'd, may conſylt his Commen- 
tary upon Gal. 6. 12, and many other 
Paſſages in his Writings z where he plain. 
ly delivers his Judgment, That People 
ought to be Compelled to the Publick 
Afemblies. And indeed, if our Gover- 
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'nours require Conformity to thoſe things, 


which the Judgments of Inferiours dif- 
approve and diſlike; *cis no more than 
what every Man ſees done dayly, when 
moſt Perſons are con(trained to do what is 
honeſt and jaſt againſt their own Wills and 
Intereſts, *Tis certain, that nothing can 
excuſe Subjects frem yielding Obedience 
to lawful Authority, but the unlawfulneſs 
of what that Authority does injoyn., 
And if any thing be injoyned, which is 


diſliked by the Subje&ts Judgment; this 


is no Violence offered ro his Conſci- 
ence: For, a Man may lawfully engage 
upon that Action, which in his own Judg- 
ment, he conceives to be unmeet, and 
inconvenient. For, fo long as a Man's 
Judgment rerains an Opinion, That the 
thing he is commanded to do is indifferent ; 
he may ſafely engage in the Aion, 
though he has ſome inward Averſeneſs 
and Reluctancy in his Mind, againſt what 
is injoyned him ; and wiſhes, thatno ſuch 
Obligation had never been impoſed upon 
him. | 

But, here it will be ſaid z Thar the 
Reſolution of this Caſe does not come 
home to our preſent Diflenters: For, they 


'judfe the Commands of Authority abour 


F 3 thoſe 
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thoſe. things which we call Indifferent, 


to be not only inconvenient, but ſinful, 
and for that reaſon, they deny Conformity 
in Prafice. Burt, this hath been in part An- 
ſwered before g and ſhall receive a farther 
conſideration in the two following @ verzes. 


Qu. 16. Whether to puniſh any for not 
Conforming to ſuch Modes and Forms of War- 
ſhip, as in their Conſciences they judg ſinful, 
be not to punifh them for ot doing what 
3s acknowledged to be their Duty not to 
ao ? 


Anſw, *Tis all Men's Duty to obey 
lawful Authority, either Actively, or Pa: 
fively: Adive Obedience is not required, 
where Authority commands things to be 
done thatare ſinful and unlawful: There- 
in we ought to obey God, rather than 
Min, But, if the matter of the Law be 
about things indifferent, no ſuffering of the 


Penalty annexed ro that Law, can compens- . 


ſace our Violation of it: For, the end of all 
Laws, is Obedience. And a Loyal Sub- 
jet, and humble Chriſtian, will rather 
_ miſtruſt his own Judgment, than his Go- 
vernour's; and noc upon needleſs Scru- 


ples and Surmiſes, and an implicie e- + 
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pendence upon the Judgment of private 
Men diſobey both God and Man, But 
to make ſome nearer Approaches to the 
9very: 'Tis not Conſcience (if that thing 
bz condemned as ſinful ). which is nor 
ſome way or other forbid by God in the 
lacred Scriptures, Indeed, nothing is 
more uſual with Men, chan to palliate 
over their Schiſms and Diſobedience, to 
wholſom and good Laws, with the Pre- 
rences of Conſcience: But 'tis no ſuch 
thing, unleſs they have plain and expreſs 
Scripture to Authorize the Violation of 
the Laws of their Governours. It may 
be (as a very Reverend Perſon obſerves) 
1, Humour ; 2. e. Men may think them- 
{elves bound to do thoſe things, which 
they have Inclination to do; and they 
may think themſelves bound to omit ma- 
ny things, which they have a ſtrong A- 
verſion againſt. 2, Fancy; which too 
often uſurps the Seat of Reaſon; and 
leads and guides Men more in their 
Wayes, than either Scripture or Conſci- 
ence, . Or, 3. Paſſion; which is as ſtrong 
as Fancy; and hurries Men very often to 
do ſuch wild and extravagant Actions, as 
are the very Shames and Contumelies of 
Human Nature, And yer too many, 
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when they have been engaged in ſuch 
things, conceive it diſhonourable to Re- 
pent and Retrat;, and ſo employ their 
Reaſons, to juſtifie ſuch Errors and Ex- 


ceſles., Or, 4. Diabolical Suggeſtion; 


There is too apparent Probability, that 
Mea are aQed and led by the Inſtigati- 
ons of the wicked-Spirit, when Religion 
and Conſcience are produced to juſtifie 
Faction or Schiſm, or any other PraQti- 
ſes that are either condemned in Scrip- 
ture, or tend to weaken the Intereſts of 
Chriſtianity, Or, 5. Foreſtalments and 
Prejudices, inbibed by ill Education and 
Inftruftion: The main buſineſs of ſome 
Men is, to inſtill ſuch Principles into the 
Minds of thoſe whom they pretend to 
Teach, as ſhall poſſeſs them with mean 
and unworthy Thoughts of the Church, 
and its Publick Conſtitutions” And ma- 
ny have no other Religion co boaſt of, 
| bur tharc they diſown char way of it, which 
is uſed and profeſſed in the Church of 
Enzland, Heretofore, indeed, the Com- 
20n-Prayer was Embraced by many Per- 
ſons, that gave themſelves too much Li- 
berty in ſenſual Living: Bar, there are nor 
a few now, who bid Defiance to It, that 
lead neither Godly, Righteous, nor Sober 
| | | Lives, 
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Lives, And the main Reaſon is, that 
they are poſſeſſed with early Prejudices 
againſt it; and are like thoſe, deſcribed 


by St. Peter, who ſpeak Evil, and Re- 2 Pa. 2- 


proachfully,of the things they underſtand not, 
And, this Prejudice is improved by Pride, 
Obſtinacy, and Self - Love; which Men- 
tal Vices, make Men believe, That thoſe 
Opinions which chey firſt take up with 
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in Religion, or which are Recommended 


to them by thoſe who have got a Name 
among the Multitude , are undoubred 
Truths. And fo, Men chuſe their Reli- 
gion, juſt as they do Yalertlaes; they 
take that which they firſt meer with; and 
ſo, their Religion is matter of Chance 
and Lottery, not of any rational or manly 
Choice | 

If then, that which Men call Conſci- 
ence, be either Humour, or Fancy, or 
Paſſion, or Diabolical Suggeſtion, or Pre- 
judice; certainly, Authority may endea- 
your to Eject ſuch ſtubborn Spirits, by 
Penalties proportionable to their Strength, 
No Man. can plead Conſcience for not 
Conforming to the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip of 
the Church of Zngland, unleſs he can 
produce Scripture z which either forbids 
his Conformity, or condemns any thing 
| in 
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in that Worſhip as ſinful, which is injoyn'd 
him by Authoricy. All chat can be ſaid 
in this Caſe, is, That he doubts, whe- 
ther he ought co Worſhip God after ſuch 
a maaner Or no: But, to this it may be 
Anſwered; 1, That there are many able 
Miniſters inthe Church, to whom he may 
repair for Satisfaction in his Scruples and 
Doubts. - And, 2dly. The fore - menti- 
Dr.Him- gned excellent Perſon ſayes, That al- 


though Doubting, ſimply taken (i.e, where 


no Command interpoſes) may keep me from 


doings what 1 doubt; yet it ought not tobe 
of that weight, as to keep me from my 
lawful Superiour s lawful Command; be. 
cauſe, that very Command is a ſufficient 
Ground to ſuperſede my Doubtine, when [ 
have no plan Prohibition of Scripture to 
the Contrary: It being my Duty, and part 
of my Chriſtian Meekneſs, in donbtful mat- 
ters, to take my Reſolution from thoſe whom 
God hath placed over mes; and it being the 
Sin of Dogmatizing (or, Setting up new 
Opinions) to affirm any thing unlawful for 
ne or others to do, which ſome Law of God 


fill in force doth not prohibit : Which Sin, 
being added to that other of Diſobedience to 


my Lawful Superiours, will ſure never 
Vertue, 


| whi ch 


be able to make that commence 
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which was before ſo far from any Protenſi- 
ons to that Titles | 


Qu. 17. Whether it be not the Duty of 
all Chriftians to walk together ſo far as they 
have attained, and in other things to wait 
the Revelation of the Mind of God to them 
that differ ? 3+ 
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- Anſw, There is no doubt, but that e. 
e IF very Chriſtian is bound co frame and or- 
2» | der the Courſe of his Life, according ro 
7X ff the Meaſures of his Kaowledg:* Bur 
T1 then, his ſmall Actainments in Religion, 
lo and Weakneſs of Underſtanding, .in ap- 
t El prehending Truch, ſhould nor make him 
I Ef <ither willfal in retaining Errour, or Op. 
70 Þ© riniative in deſpiſing thole-chat have more 
rt © Knowledge than himſelf, Weak Chriſti- 
'- Kaos have che leaſt Reaſon in the World, 
» | to queſtion the Sanction of Laws, or the 
'& BE Wiſdom of their Governours: For, con- 
w |} forming to thoſe two, are the beſt Secu- 
r Wiicy, char ſuch :Perſons can have againſt 
4 Wl the Evil of Sin or Puniſhment, Babes 
7 Ein Knowledge, are not fit to be entruſted 
to with their own Condu@ and ProteQtion, 
'r [| ny more than choſe in Years: And 
s Children, that are Cockered and upheld 
' ; IN 
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in their Humours, do firſt bring their 
Parents, and then themſelves, to a late, 
and very often to a fruitleſs Repentance, 
But this might be prevented, if Parents 
would take a crue Proſpect of their Duty, 
and impoſe upon their Children, Laws 
to ſecure them from Danger, and guide 
| them in upright and ſafe Paths; as well 

as provide them Cloaths to hide their 
Shame, and Food to allay their Hun- 
ger. 

If Men would live up to the plain Prin- 
Ciples of their Religion; or (as the © ue- 
7) expreſſes it) would walk together ſo far 
4s they have attained; they could not pol- 
ſibly conceive it their Duty, totally to 
forſake their Parochial - Churches; and 
think it an arbitrary indifterent Matter, 
whether they profeſſed themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, or Infidels. And yer, to this 
ſtrange Madneſs have too many arrived, in 
theſe late Years of Indulgence. And thoſe 
that have ſeated themſelves in the $:coy- 
zer s and Infidel's Chair, will have more 
Followers, if all che Laws of the Church 
and State ( which concern Religicn) muſt 
be unravelled and cancelled; and no one 
puniſh'd either for the negle& or con- 
tempt of Chriſtianity, It was never known, 
but 
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but a truly humble, and meek Chriſtian, 


. would ſuſpet his own Judgment, if ic 


thwarted his Superiour's: And, if he had 
doubtful and different Apprehenfions, con- 
cerning things that were Diſputable, and 
Intricactez yet he would never condemn 
a whole National-Church, and with-draw, 
from its Communion; unleſs there were 
very great Corruptions, and Defects in it ; 
and theſe too ſo plain and evident from 
Scripture, as might juſtifie both his Charge 
and Separation, There w2s an Age 
(wherein there was leſs talk of Religi- 
on, and yet a more univerſal Obedience 
civen to its Laws) that Chriſtians did 
Communicate with one another, in the 
Offices of Religion; though they were 
tainted with more Corruptions and Su- 
perſtitions, than I think any ſober Djſſex- 
ter will charge upon the Church of Zxg- 
land, And yer, notwithſtanding this, 
they did not apprehend themſelves to 
Communicate with thoſe Aſſemblies in 
their Errours or Superſtitions, Thus 
the Orthodox Chriſtians and A4rians, the 


Orthodox Chriſtians and Nowvations, met 


together, and had Fellowſhip with each 
other in the Publick Afemblies, and Of- 
fices of Religion, and yet, the firſt were 
Here- 


Scxom. 1. 
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Hereticks, and the other 5chiſraricks, 
And, to.put this Caſe out of ail doubr; 
In the Dayes of our Bleſſed Saviour, there 
was never any Churci: (unleſs it be char 
of Rome at this Day) that was peſtered 


and defaced with more and greater Here- 


ſies, Corruptions, and Impieties, than that 


of the Fews. And theſe, like a conta- 
oi0us Leprofie, over - ſpread as well the 


Chief Governours, as ſubordinate Mem- 
bers that belonged co it. *Tis not necel. 
fary ro enumerate them; any one may 
be 1atisfied about them, char will bur per- 
uſe the Four Evangelis, That which 
I would commend to the Readet's Obſer- 
vation, is, That notwithſtanding that ſad 
Face of things, which were in the Dayes 
of our Saviour, in the Fewiſh-Chorch 
and, alchough Chriſt came to Ere& a 


Church and Worlhip more pure and re- 


fined, and quite to Aboliſh that of the 
Fews; yet He, and His Apoſtles, con- 
{tantly frequented the Publick- Aſſem- 


blies, both in the Temple, and the Sy- 


nagogues; and never, either by Precept 
or Example, gave the leaſt Encourage- 
ment unto any Perſons, to ſeparate or 


with-draw themſelves, from the Worſhip 
that was then uſed; but ſtill encouraged. 


them 
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them, to pay all due Reyerence and O- 


bedience ro Pablick-Laws, and Gover- 
nours. And certainly, Conformity to the 


Example of our great Lord and Maſter, ' 


would be a more Infallible Signe of an 
hamble Mind, and a tender Conſcience, 
than to trample upon all Laws and: Go- 
vernments s and liſten to the Suggelti- 
ons of a tempting Spirit, who often tranſ- 
forms himſelf into an Angel of Light, and 
makes Men believe, That his Diabolical 
Impreſſions and Infufions, proceed from 
no other Fountain, than the Spirit of 
Holineſs and Truth. 

To the later Part of the 2uery, Ihall 
only ſay, Thar God has made ſufficient 
Diſcoveries of his Blefſed Will to us in 
his Holy Word ; and to wait for any far- 
ther Revelations of ir, is Enthuſiaſm, and 
hot Chriſtianity, In' Doubts, relating 
to Religion, Men would do better to re- 
fign up themſelves to the Fathers of the 
Church, and ſeeir Satisfaftion from the 
Prieſts Lipsz than attend to the DiQates 
of their own dark Minds; or the Whiſ- 
pers and Direions of thoſe Perſons, who 
by their irregular Zeal, and unwarran- 
table PraCtiſes, widen the Breaches in this 

King 
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Kingdom, and weaken the Intereſt of the 
Proteſtant Religion, 


Qu. 18. Whether in theſe Duties, where- 
on Eternity depends, it be not the higheſt 
Abſurdity, to force any againſt thtir own 
Light, to be guided by uthers, who are not 
Infallible ? 


Anſw, IT might diſmiſs this @ery, by 
telling the Propoſer of ir, that it has been 
before Anſwered : For, *tis only old Mat- 
rer, cloath'd in the Attire of new Words. 
Bur, I ſhall farther conſider it, by ſaying, 
That 'ctis no higher Abiurdity in theſe 
Dayes of the Goſpel, for Mea (in mat- 
ters of Religion) to be guided by a Lear- 
ned and Pious Miniſterz and much more, 
by all the Governours of a National- 
Church, than it was under the Moſaick Oe- 
conomy, to ſeek the Law at the Prieſt's 
Mouth, who was the Meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts, Mal. 2.7. None of the Pro- 
phets of the Old, nor Apoſtles of the 
New-Teſtament, had conſtantly abiding 
with them the Holy Spirit of God, im- 
mediately upon every Accident and E- 
mergency,to Inſpire them with his infallible 
Pictates. Bur, does it follow from hence, 
that 


Ceitain Queries. 
that thoſe who were under their Charge 
and Government, ſhould diſpute their Miſ- 
ſion, rejected their Doctrines arid In- 
ſtrutions, and make 2uzxies concerning 
their Authority and Commands? If this 
Argument would hold Water, nor only 
the whole Miniſtry of the Chriſtian 
Church, but all Offices and Dignities 
in the Common» Wealth, would become 
void and uſeleſs. As for the Miniſtry ; 
alrhough no ſober Clergy - man will ſay, 
that he is infallibly guided in Praying, 
Preaching, or any- other Office of Religt- 
on; yer what abſurdity is it for Men to 
be guided by thoſe Clergy-Men, that do 
not pretend co that Priviledge ? That 
God, who would have the Spirit of the 
Prophets ſubjef# to the Prophets, 1 Cor. 
14.32. would alſo have People ſubmiſ- 
ſive and. obedient to their Rulers, or Bi- 
ſhops, Heb. 13. 17. who have inall Apes 
exerciſed an Authoritative Judgment, 
without any pretence co lnfallibility, in 
the Concerns of Religion 5 till that Privi- 
ledge was challenged by the Chair or 
Conclave at Rome, And this, they have- 
derived from him, who's che only Founzain 
of Power, of Laws, and Rectitude. 
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And the Argument of Infallibility 
holds as] mach againſt any Judg or Ma- 
oiſtrate, in the civil Concerns of Human 
Life, as againſt the Miniſtry of the 
Church : For, although no Client orc 
Criminal be obliged to believe his Judg 
Infalliblez yet every one that bears thar 
honourable Office, ought to be firmly 
perſwaded of the Truth and ReCtitude of 
his own Sentence, and Proceedings; and 
thoſe that are concerned as Parties in bis 
Adtings, ought as abſolutely co acquieſce in 
what he determines, as if he had deriv'd all 
his Inſtruftions from an Infallible O. 
racle. A Man may Act Infallibly 1n his 
Station, though he be not himſelf Infal. 
libles for, he does ſo, who Acts and 
Proceeds by an infallible, unerring Rule, 
Alas! There is no one but knows, how 


boldly Atheiſm is Own'd and Profeſſed 


amongſt us. Now, ſuppoſe an Arheiſt 
ſhould be proceeded againſt by the Ayu- 
thority of the Church or State ; by this 
Argument, How is it poſſible, thar ſuch 
a Monſter (hou'd be puniſh'd or convicted ? 
How juſtly would he plead, that all Pro- 
ceedings againſt him were illegal and un- 
warrantable; and thar, upon this very 
oround, Becauſe no one could infallibly 
know 
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know Him to be a Perſon of ſuch wretched 

and unnatural Principles 2 
'Tis true, all Docrines ought to be 
tryed and examined by their proper Mea- 
ſures and Standards, And, there is no- 
thing more blame-worthy in Men, that 
have Time and Abilities, than to be ſuch 
geaſts of Buythen, as to undergo what- 
ever 1S impoſed upon them; and by an 
implicit lazy Belief, to rely abſolutely 
won che Sentiments and Determ:nations 
of other Perſons, without any ſtudious 
&arch and Enquiry into the Nature of 
Things themſelves, But, 1 hope, there 
5s ſome mean between this; and for Men 
b be allowed a Liberty to deal with their 
keligion, and the Truths of God, juſt as 
they do with the Cloaths that they wear up- 
n cheir Bodies 3 which they pur on and off, 
nd change as their Fancy prompts them, 
"or as the Weather and Faſhion alters : 
for a Man only to be guided by his own 
Lizht, and to believe the Goſpel with a 
keſerve, with doubting, and fluuation 
of Mind 3 and to be alwayes in a readi- 
neſs co Change the Communion of his 
Church, and his Religion, wich the nexc 
Moon, ſo ſoon as ever a new Light ap- 
rarss is ſo far from being rooted and 
G 2 eſta- 
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eſtabliſhed, from being ftedfaſt and im- 
moveable in the Fruth of Chriſt ; that 'ris 
to be giddily, and fottiſhly Religious 5 and 
to be zoſſed too: and fro, and carryed about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, contrary to 
what we are commanded, Zph, 4. 14, 
And yet, How innumerable are the In- 
ſtances of this Age 2 who, ſo ſoon as 
they ſeparate from their Mother-Church, 
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ther in the Deſart, or Secret Chambeys z 
but proceed from bad to worſe, from So- 
lifidianiſm to Infidelity, from Sceptiſm 
to Atheiſm, from queſtioning the Laws 
of their Superieurs, to the arraigning of 
the Laws of the Laws of God. And, 
becauſe in the laſt Stage of / their Lives, 
they would have the Repuration of ſome 
Religion, they commonly take Sanctuary 
in Popery or Enthuſiaſm : And ſoz they 
live doubting; and, if Conſcience be not 
quite ſeared and ſtupify'd,. they dye de- 
ipairing.: 


Qu. 19. Whether, at the great Day of 
Account, it will excuſe falſe - Worſhippers 
to ſay, They therein followed the Guidanie 
of thoſe, who pretended to have Authority 
to Conduct, and Govern them in the Duties 
f 


know not where to abide and fix, whe- | 


Certain Queries. 


of Religron? and whether, if the Blind 
lead the Blind, they will not both fall into 
the Ditch £ 


Anſw, By Falſe-Worſhippers, are meanc 
either thoſe who ſerve God according to 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, 
or ſome other Aſſewbly of Chriſtians: 
If the later, the Puery is impertinent ; 
If the former, the Gentleman that pro- 
poſes« it, is' extreamly uncharicable z and 
obtrudes that upon the unwary Country- 
men ( for whom the ®veries were chiefly 
deſign'd) which is as falſe and {landerous, 
as any thing that ever yet came from the 
Father of Lyes. *'Tis Men's drawing 
nigh co God with their Lips, and putting 
Him far away from their Hearts, thar 
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denominates them to be Falſe - Worſhip- | 


pers: And noone knows who does this, 
but He whoſe Prerogative it is, to ſearch 
the Hearts, and try the Reins, That Wor- 
ſhip is- abſolurely void of all Falfity, 
which is neicher Idolatrous, nor Superſti- 
tious : There may be indeed other 
things, which may vitiate the Services of 
thoſe Worſhippers, that pretend to make 
their Religious Addrefles to the Divine 
Majeſty. But nothing, but one of thoſe 
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two Evils, can make the Worſhip it ſelf 


falſe and unlawful. And to charge this 
upon the Church of England, argues the 
Perſon that does it, either ro be ſo ſtrangely 
Ignorant, or immeaſurably Malirious; that 
he 1s firter to receive a Confuration from 
the Penalties of Laws, and the Sentence 
of a Judge, than from ſtrength of Reaſon 
or Argument, I will boldly averr 5 Thar 
there is no Congregated Independent Com- 
munion in England, but the reſpective 
Paſtor of it, aflumes to himſelf more Pow. 
er and Authority ro Govern and Conau& 
the ſworn Members of it, in the Wayes 
and Duties of Religion, than the greateſt 
Prelate in our Church does in his Pro- 
vince or Dioceſs, I ſhall not go abour to 
prove this, from what the Faction of 7z- 
dependency did im the Dayes of liv. Crom- 
wel, when it was at its Zenzth; and was the 
only Sect, that was Protected and Careſ- 
fed by him. Therhing is apparent, from 
the very Princtples of Tndependency; 
which aim ar little elfe bat Tyranny, and 
Prx-eminence. Popery it {elf, does not 
mveſt Prieſts with a more abſolute Power 
over Mens Conſciences, than Tndepen- 
atncy. There isno Inſtance of Tyranny 
in the Romar-Church, which ſcarce ex- 
ceeds 
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ceeds that, of having Power to damn any 
Soul or Aſſembly of Chriſtians, by ma- 
king the Virtue of the Sacraments to de- 
pend upon the Intention of the Peſt, 
And, What leſs Power is there in the 1z- 
dependent Paſtors, when they exciude 
whom they pleaſe from the means of 
Salvation; and make that a Condition of 
their Communion which is impoſſible , 
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vz, for Men to tell the punQual Time | 


of their Converſion, and when they con- 
ſtrain all che Members of their Churches 
ro depend upon their grave Nods, and 
1] Humours ?- And, to inſtance in one 
more Particular; That which gives the 
Popiſh - Clergy ſuch Dominion over the 
Laiety, is, the Dorine and PraQtiſe of 
Auricular Confeſſion. And, What leſs 
Priviledge have the Tndependent-Teachers, 
wien they pry into the very Secrets of 
Men's Souls, Lives, and Actions, by ſe- 
vere Scrutinies and Examinations; and 
will admit none to their Covenant, or 
to be Members of their gathered Chur- 
ches, till they have ſatisfy'd the Curioſity 
of their Guid. Ir is more than probable, 
That this (and not meaneſs of Trade) im- 
poveriſhes City and Country : For, (to 
ſay nothing of thoſe vaſt ſums of Money, 

| G4 that 
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that are raiſed, and disburs'd, to maintain 
and uphold ſeditious Meetings) if a Con- 
gregational, or Diſſenting-Preacher - hath 
ſuch a Key banging at his Girdle z which 
has ſo many Wards in it, as that, with 
che help of it, he can open and ſhut the 
Conſciences of his Proſelytes z he will 
be preſently able, at his own Pleaſure, to 
unlock their Counters, and Caſh-Boxes : 
And then, *tis an eaſe matter to rule with- 


out Controule, and command without Con: * 


cradiction, 

As for the later Part of che @ncry, about 
Blind Leaders and Followers ; I could 
with this Gentleman would not make ſuch 
ſlye and unworchy Refleftions, upon the 
Conformable Laiety and Clergy of this 
Kingdom: Surely, both of them may e- 
qualize the Diſſenters in Knowledge; and, 
perhaps, in Piety of Life, and Sobriety 
of Manners. And, if any of the con: 
formable Clergy, are not ſo Learned, and 
knuwing, as they ought, yer *tis more 
Eligible co follow an ignorant and an 
honeſt, than a knowing and knaviſh 
Guide, 


Qu. 20. Whether it be not mot unrea- 
ſonable in the Concerns of Eterpity, to tye 
Men 
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Men by Temporal Penalties, to fallible 


Guides, whom to follow, may be their E- 
ternal; to forſake, their Temporal Ruine ? 


Anſw., This &very is much - what the 


| fame with the Eighteenth; to which, 


with other preceding Anſwers, I refer the 
Reader for Satisfaction, , 


Qu. 21. Whether the main In-let of all 
Diſtratt ions, Perſecutions, and Diviſions, 
in the World, hath not been by adding andre- 
quiring other Conditions of Churck=Fellow- 
ſhip and Communion, than Chri#t, or his As 


poſtles ? 


Anſw. No: For, let this Gentleman 
confider the ten Perſecutions that were 
raiſed againſt the Primitive Chriſtians, 
and he will not find in any of the. Re. 
cords of thoſe Ages, that any of them 
were cauſed by adding and requiring other 
Conditions of Church- Fellowſhip, than whar 
was injoyned by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
Italy was a part of the Chriſtian World, 
when the Goths and Yandals made their 
Inrodes intoitys and yet, all thoſe Miſe. 
ries; DiſtraQtions, and Defſolations, which 
the poor Chriſtians of that Age under- 
went, 
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went, from thoſe barbarous Nations, did 
not proceed from the Original, aſſerted 
by this Gentleman, Indeed, the Schiſms 
and Faftions, and deplorable Impieties 
that were among the Chriſtians at that 
time (mentioned by that devont Writer, 
and Biſhop, Salvian) might ſo far ex- 


aſperate God's Patience, as to make thoſe . 


fore-mentioned Heathens the Executio« 
ners of his Fuſtice, But, Church-Com- 
muxion and Fellowſhip neither was, nor 
could in the leaſt be pretended by that 
bloody People. If any Credit may be 
oiven to Salvian, the Lives of us Chri- 
{tians in this Church and Kingdom, do 
as nearly parallel the Wickedneſs of the 
Ttalian Chriſtians, when God ſcourg'd 
them with thoſe Rods of his Anger, as 
any thing that can be obſerved or found 
in Hiſtory. And, we have little Reaſon 
to hope, but that we may taſt of the like 
Cup of Fary, as they Did: For, certain- 
ly, the Sins of this Nation are not ſo 
inconfiderable 3 nor hath it of late 
Years, been unacquainted with fo few 
Changes and Viciflitudes z nor, laſtly, is 
the Proſpe& of things ſo fair and hope- 
ful among us, but that God may raiſe 
up 'Enemies, that ſhall Triumph and Sport 
tnem- 
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| themſelves in our Ruine; and make ys 


learn by the moſt dreadful accents of his 
Anger, how evil 4 thing, and 4 bitter, it 
is ro forſake the Communion of a Nati- 
onal-Church ; and what Miſeries our own 
licentious Liberty, and Indulgence, will 
bring upon vs. 

But, perhaps, this Gentleman would 
have all the Diſfradtions, Perſecution, 
and Diviſions, that have been among 
Chriſtians, to be occaſioned from requz- 
ring other Conditions of Church- Fellowſhip, 
than what was required by Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles. Bur there 2re very great Mi- 
Rakes in the ©nery, if it be underſtood 
in this Senſe: For, when there were ſuch 
ſevere Proceedings of Chriſtian Empe- 
rours againſt Hereticks; and, when ſome 
of the Emperours joyn'd with the He- 
reticks, againſt the Orthodox Chriſtians ; 
neither the one way or other, was upon 
the account of any Innovations broveht 
into the Church, as Conditions of Chrz- 
ftian - Communion 3 but meerly, for the 
Truths of Chriſt, and thoſe Truths tao 
ſuch, as concerned the very Vitals and 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, Moſt of 
thoſe Puniſhments that were vice verſa, 
inflicted upon Hereticks, and Orthodox 

Chriſtians, 


OL 
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Chriſtians, by Conſtantine, Conſt anti”e, 
&c, were either upon the one for De- 
nying, or upon the other for Profeſling 
and Defending ſome of the principle Ar- 
ricl-s of the Chriſtian Religion. I pro- 
fels my ſelf Ignorant of any Diftradttons, 
Perſecutions, or Diviſions, that were ever 
raisd in the Chriſtian World, upon the 
account of adding or requiring new or un- 
heard-of Conditions of Church-Fellowſbip ; 
unleſs ic were inthe Difference between 
the Peſtern and Eaftern-Churches, about 
the obſervation of Z4qſfer, which caus'd 
a great Hurry and Combuſtion z and which 
is ſufficiently condemned by all ſober 
Writers of this Church, as well as the 
Learned Diſſenters from it. 

But this Inſtance can by no means be 
applyed'to the preſent Caſe of the Church 
of England, and thoſe thar ſeparate 
from its Communion: For, 1. Jr may 
be preſum'd, that every National-Church 
hath a more Indiſputable Power over its 
own Members, than either the We#ers. 
Church had over the Zaſterz, orthe E4- 
ſtern over the Weftexn, And, 2dly. There 
is a wide Difference between the con- 
ditions of Communion required in the 
Church of England, and thoſe that were 
are : be- 
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between the Weſtern and Zaſtery » Chnr= 
ches, about the Celebration of Zaſter - 
For, . that was a trivial inconſfiderable Bu- 
fineſs, which no way advanced the Inte- 
reſt of Piety 3 and from which the Stick- 
lers, and Heads of both Parties, might 
have receded, without the leaſt Injury 
done to Religion, or Refletion and Di- 
munition of their awa Authorities, Both 
the contending Parties were equal. And, 
Par in parem non habet poteſtatem, In- 
deed, if the Members of the Zaſftern- 
Charch had forſaken their Biſhops, and 
obſerved the Eaſter-Feſtival, as the Me- 
feern-Church did; they had been gnilty 
of Diſobedience to their Guids, and their 
Separation had been Criminons, For, 
every Church hath a Power to guide and 
govern its own Members, in all In- 
different Actions pertaining to its own 
Gommunion., And therefore, the Church 
of England meddles with no other Per- 
ſons or Communions, but thoſe that live 
within its own Pale: And, as for them, 
it tenders no other conditions of Church. 
Fellowſhip, than a very few Rites ; which, 
Her Governours conceive, may conduce 
to the orderly and decent Performance 
of Divine-Worſhip, and co advance the 
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Devotion - and Edification of Chriſtian 
People, Name any one thing, beſides 
Reverence at the Name of Jeſus, Knee- 
ling at the Communion, Standing at the 
Reciral of the Creed, and the Ring in 
Marriage; wherein the Laiecy have any 
Condition impoſed on them, in order co 
their partaking of the Benefirs of the Pub- 
lick Worſhip. The fiiſt Ceremony or 
Rice, is left arbitrary in moſt Places; 
And the Third, every one obſerves of 
his own accord: And the laſt is only 
required of thoſe Perſons, that enter in- 
roche Conjugal State: For, although the 
Ring in Matriage be as much a Ceremo- 
BY, as any injoyned by our Church yer 
the moſt viocleat Dzſſenter does not in the 
leaſt ſcruple ir, if he can ger Gold and 
Silver enough with a Wife, to advance 
his Fortune, or erect his Family, Knee- 
ling at the Holy Excharit is that, ro which 
the ſtricteſt Obedience 1s required; And, 
Why ſhould not a Chriſtian, in Receiving 
. the Symbols of his Saviour's Body and 
Blood, bow the Knee ro Him in Reve- 
rence and Devotion; as well as the Fews 
did, when they were about to Crucifie 
Him, in Scorn and Derifion« Or, What 
fin or hurt can it be, for any Chriſtian 
0 
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tro renew his Covenant with his Redeemer, 
and requeſt from all the promiſed Bleſ- 
ſings and Mercies of it, in a praying and 
devour Poſture 2 
With what Confidence then, can an 
one charge the Church of England, wit 
all the OViſtraFions and Diviſions, that 
now abound in this ſinful Nation 2 Theſe, 
and many more Miſeries and Evils, that 
are likely to fall upon us3 She would pre- 
vent by the tenderneſs of her Care, and 
the wiidom of Her Counſels, if Men's 
Hearts were not fully ſet in them to ao Evil, 
and they were reſolved to do Evil with 
both Hands earneftly, lhave before prov'd, 
and muſt now again repeat it, That ne- 
ver any National-Church in the World, 
bur aflumed a Power to determine the 
Bounds of its own Communionsz and 
that by ſuch particular Rites and Con- 
{titutions, as ſhould preſerve Order, pro» 
mote Peace, and advance the Edifi- 
cation of its ſeveral Members. And, if 
there were any Blemiſhes or Defects in 
the Conſtitutions of our Church, a good 
Man would cover and conceal them from 
common Notice and Obſervation : For, 
perhaps, it may be found at the great 
Day of Reckoning, as great a Os 
neſs 
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neſs for Men to expoſe the Nakednefs 
of their Spiritual Mother, the Church, 
as it was in that accurſed Perſon, to look 
on the Shame of his Natural Father. Bur, 
cauſelefly and falfly ro accuſe a whole 
Church and Kingdom, as the Fountain of 
all the DiſfraFions and Diviſions that a- 
bound 1a it; is ro exceed his Bounds, who 
is called in'Holy Scripture, The Accuſer of 
the Brethren: For, I cannot find, that 
his Malice ever extended any further, 
than che Impeachment of particular Per- 
fors, . If indeed, the Church of England 
did tread in the ſame Paths with that of 
Rome; Vize to require, as Conditions of 
Her Communion, Men's Afents and Sub- 
{criptions-to Articles of Religion, that 
were de fide, Erroneous3 and their Con- 
formity and Artendance upon a Worſhip, 
that was de fad#o, Impious: If Her Doc- 
trine were Heretical, or Her Worſhip 
Idolatrous or Superſtitious z and that 
She Perſecuted thoſe to Death, that 
would not aſlenc to the one, and comply 
with her in the other, there were ſome 
reaſon to with-draw from Her Commus 
nion, and charge Her with Cruelty and 
Perſecution : But, She is far from being 
Guilty of any ſuch Tyranny or Dowinion 
over 


can Tforbear mentioning one Paſſ2ge more 
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over the Faith or Conſciences of Chri- 
ſtians, And, what-ever Severities are 
uſed towards Diſlenters, Perſecution can 
be .no more juſtly imputed co-Her, than 


"Higar could charge it upon Sarah, when 


ſhe thruſt her and the Bond- Son out of 
the Family of her Husband, 

But,. to conclude the Anſwer to this 
Query: Ste Fames acquaints us with a- 
nuther Cauſe of Wars and Perſecutions, 
than the Impolitions of a few Rites and 
Ceremomwes in Matters of Religion : He 
ſayes, That they proceed from Men's 
Luſts, whith war in their Members + Thoſe 7m 4.1. 
raiſe a Diſcompoſure and Tempeſt in 
Men's Souls; They Rebel firſt againſt 
the Law of their Minds; and then, they 
engage Men to Rebel againſt the Laws 
of their Soperiours. And; the Wiſe- 
man. tells us what one of thoſe LaFs is. 
when he ſayes, Only by Pride comes Con: pry. 17. 
tention, And that Mental Vice expreſ- 0: 
ſes it ſelf . in nothing more, chan when 
Subjects find fault with the Laws of their 
Governours;. and attempt ro remove 
old . Land-Marks, innocent and uſeful 
Conſticutions, and to Erect others of their 
own .Models and Inventions, - Neither 


of 
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of that wiſe Writer ; when he ſayes, 


Prev.1o. That Hatred flirreth up Strife, but Love 


covers all Sin, Men are prejucic'd a- 
o1inſt the Government and Conſtituti- 
ons of the Church, and they uſe all poſ- 
{ible Endeavours, to-make others ſo too, 
And, many can give no more reaſon for 
their Averſion againſt ſuch things, than 


he did; waen he ſaid, 
Now amo te ſabidi, nec poſſum dicere, &c. 


T7 love thee vot, nor know I reaſon why ; 
This 1will (ay, Tle hate thee till I aye, 


Qu. 22. Whether Feſus Chriſt, who 
came to take away th? Toke and Burthen of 
the Jewiſh Ceremonies, appointed. by God 
Himſelf, hath given Power and Authority 
unto any, to Inſtimnte tn their room ſuch 0- 
thers, as ibey [hall think good ? 


Anſw. I ſhall crave leave of the Rea- 
der, to ſpeak largely unto this @ner5; 
becauſe the Matter contained in it, 1s one 
of the main things, that Dyſſenters inſiſt 
on, in their Separation from che Church 
of England, Theſe Words of Mr. Hoo- 
ker, would be a ſufficient Anſwer to - 
| | P. 
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Although God never ordained any thing 


that could be buttered, yet many things 


he hath, that have been changed, and that 
for the better, To theſe exceilent Words, 
I could add the Confeſhon of ſeyen 
Churches beyond-Sea, as. they are cited 
in the Harmonia Evangelica : For, they 
all unanimouſly declare, That Ceremonies 
of Human Inſiitution, axe lawful in the 
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Worſhip of God: And, if lawful, certain-. 


ly Chriſt gave a Power to fome Perſons, 
to Inſticuce in room of the Fewiſh Cere- 
remonies, ſuch others as they (hould think 
good, Bur, before I proceed any further, 
I cannot chuſe but commend co the Rea- 
der, the Words of a very ingenucus 
Gentleman, ina Book called, Moral Di(- 
courſes and Eſſayes upon ſeveral ſeleft Sub- 
Jedts, Long lay the Primitive Chriſtians 
( ſayes he) under the - grievous Yoke of 
Heatheniſh Tyranny, enjoying neither Tole- 
ration wor Connvence: They had no 
Laws, but of thiir own Admiſſion; no Go- 
vernours, but of thetr own Permiſſion : 
They lived rather by Examples, than by 
Laws: It was they but neceſſary, there 
ſhould be Extraordinary, to ſupply the De- 
felt of Ordinary Powers, Now, that Chris 
ſftians dre our Maziſtrates, it may juſtly be 
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expected, that what was planted by Miracles; 
ſhould be cheriſhed by Laws : But, no per- 
ſecuted Church can be in ſo deplorable a 
Contition, as that which wants Apoitles, 
and rejects Paſtors, The Church is not ſo 
limited to Forms and Methods, but that 
She hath flill a Latitude left Her, to Ai 
according to emergent Neceſſities; and 
frame to Her Self ſuch Conſtitutions, as 
Self-preſervation requires, and the Exam- 
ple cf all Societies will juſtifie : 1 cannot 
(ee why civil Property ſhould be ſecured and 
empaled with the beſt Lams, that Wiſdom 
and Experienc? can drviſe; and yet, Chriſt's 
Vineyard ſhould be left without a Hedge, the 
Army of ' Martyrs like diſhauded Troops, 
and Chriftians like a Multitnde of People, 
that have entered into no Socicty: So far 
that excellent Perſon. 

And indzed, nothing is more evident 
in the New-Teſtament, than thar Chriſt 
did entruſt thoſe whom He appointed in 
His Ablence to be the Miniſters of His 
Church, with the Governm<:nt of ir: Bur, 
this Government could nor fubſiſt wirh- 
out the enacting of Laws for its own, and 
the Churcnes Preſcryation, For, thar 
Chriſt intended, when He laid the Foun- 
dation of- the Church in the Apoſtles, 
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and purchaſed it with His own Blood. 
Indeed, if the Society of the Church had 
been a compleated Body, and perfetted 
whil'ſt Chriſt lived upon the Earth, there 
isno doubt, but he would have left a com- 
pleat Panded?, or Volum of Laws, for its 
Rule and Government, till he came again 
to. Judgement. Bur Chriſt only 1aio che 
Foundation of that Society, which we 
call a Church: The Apoſtles were to be 
the Maſter-builders of ic, and their Lives 
ending, their Authority was to come un- 
to others, that ſucceeded them in the 
Miniſtry of the Church, And the Suc= 
ceſſouts, in the enacting of Laws, were 
to have an Eye to the Pattern; viz. un- 
to thoſe Rules, by which che Apoſtles 
did Govern the Church in a viſible Uni- 
ty: For, *ts a great Miſtake to think, 
that the Apoſtle's Authority did only con» 
fiſt in the Power of the Keyes, and OIV= 
ing Laws to that preſent Age of Chri-. 
ſtians: No; Ic copliſted alſo, in having 
Power to deligate, and make over their 
Auchoricy and Rights, unto thoſe thar 
ſhould ſacceed them in the Churches 
Government, And, this was neceſſary ; 
that ſo a viſible Church might be preſer- 
ved and continued upon! Earth, till the 
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Second Coming of Chiiſt co Judge the 
World. Bur, there could have been no 
ſuch Viſible Society, if there had been no 
Law for its Unity : For, the Churche's 
Unity was the main thing that Chriſt 
cook care of before His Crucifixion ; as 
appears from thoſe paſſionate Words cf 
His,. Foh. 17. 11. Holy Father, keep 
through Thy own! Name, thoſe whom Thou 
hait given Me, that they may be one, as 
We are. And, leſt any ſhould think that 
He pray'd only for His Diſciples, and 
not for the ſucceeding Ages of Chriſti- 
ans; He rells us in the twentyeth, and 
following Verſes; Neither Pray I for theſe 
alone ;, but for them aſo, that ſhall believe 
on Me, through their Word; That they all 
may be one, as Thou Father art in Me, 
and lin Thee : That they alſo, may be ont in 
Us: That the World may believe, that Thou 
haſt ſent Me. And, the Glory which Thou 
haſt given Me, 1 have given them; that 
they may be one, even as PVe are One: 1 
in them, and Thou in Me; that they may 
be mage Ferfed in one; and that the Worll 
may know, that Thou haſt ſent Me. ln which 
Words he intimates, that Schiſms and 
Diviſions among Chriſtians, would bring 
the whole Dectrin- of the Goſpel into 

queſtion, 
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queſtions and, at laſt, make it diſ-believ- 

ed and rej2&ed, Bur, that which I would 
principally have the Reacer obſerve in 
them, is, The Care that our Blefled Lord 
and Maſter took for that great Effential 
of Chriſtianity, The. Unity of the Church, 
For, what-ever Men diſcourſe concerning 
that Internal Union, and Love, which 
ought to be among all Chtiſtians 3 though 
they differ in ſome lefler Points and Cir- 
cumſtancials of Religion: This is true, if 
they own that which is the main Principle 
of all Chriſtian Amity and Aﬀection, viz, 
the Yiſible Unity of Chriſtian Communion, 
in the External Adminiſtration of Goa's 
ſacred Worthip. This muſt be ; becauſe 
the Chriſtian Church upon Earth, is a 
viſible Society of Men, profeſſing the 


| Faith of Chriſt. And, that which is to 


be the Bond and Mexe of this viſible Bo- 
dy, is to be obvious to Men's Senſes, as 
well as intelligible to their Reaſons: For, 
thoſe Graces of Love, Faith, ec. which 
are inviſtbie, unite Chriſtians co their 
Myſtical-Head, and ſtrengthen their vi- 
ſible Communion among one another, in 
the outward Offices of Religion, If in- 
deed, Men were all Spirit, and no Fleſh , 
and could dive, and enter into one anos 
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ther's Hearts and Thoughts, without the 
aid of external Reaſoning and Diſcourſe , 
there were ſome Plea for the exerciſe 
of inviſible Graces, without the Help and 
Miniſtry of the outward: Offices of Chri- 
ſtianity. But our Saviour, in thoſe fore- 
mentioned Words,ordered the Religion of 
Chriſtians, ' according to the State and 
Condition of Human Nature g and there- 
fore, ſeems to make the very Being of 
their Religion, co depend upon the Uni- 
ty of the Church: For, He knew it im- 
poſſible for the Goſpel to be propagated 
and upheld by Faith and Charity, only 
as they were Icdg'd in Men's Hearts 5 un- 
leſs the Fruits of ſuch Graces were ex- 
erted in ſome things, that were viſible 
and obvious to Senſe. And what was ſo, 
ought to be unifoim and undivided: 
For, variety of Rites in one Naztional- 
Church, - would cauſe divition of Judgp- 
ment, andof Aﬀection, And, many A(- 
ſemblies of Chriſtians, living under che 
ſame Civil Government, when they were 
canton'd into Parties, and independent 
one of- another; would have weakened, 
and at laſt deſtroy'd Chriſtianity. For, 
from ſuch ſmall Beginnings, and inde- 
pendent Communions, there would have 
been 
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been no more poſhbility to have ſpread 
and propagated it'in the World ; than an 
Army, divided and ſcattered into Parties, 
could be able to encounter with another 
that was united, and obſerved all the Or- 
ders of the chief Commander. 

Having thus explained one of the main 
Vicals of Chriſtianity, vis. The #»:ty of 
the Church ; the Reader is farther to conſ1- 
der, That in the Dayes of Chriſt's 
abiding upon Earth, there could nor 
poſſibly be any Law made for the Pre- ' 
ſervation of this Unity. And, the Rea. 
ſon is, Becauſe the Church was not to 
be confined (like chat of the Fews) ro 
one Nation; but was to be diſpers'd 
throughout the Face of che whole Earth : 
So that, no Religious Rices could be made 
Laws for the Churches Unity; becauſe 
thoſe Rites which were agreeable to one 
ſort of People, would not be fo unto o- 
thers. And therefore, our great Lord 
and Maſter, though He took care to 
commit Matters of Faith unto Writing, 
and to make them like Himſelf, $ubje&# 
to no Yariableneſs, nor ſhaddow of Turning ; 
yet there was no ſuch Reaſon for Cere- 
monies: For, the Inſtitution of thoſe 
things, He committed to the Apoſtles, . 
and 
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and their Succeſſours z who were to Preach 
His Goſpel, Ere& His Church, and en- 
large His Kingdom: And; for the ac- 
complithing of thoſe great Ends, might 
uſe their own Prudence to appoint ſuch 
Ricua's in Religion, as were molt agree- 
able tothie Manners and Cuſtoms of thoſe 
Nations that ſhould be converted to Chri- 


ſtianityz and that ſhould tend ro promote 


true Piety and Goodneſs in their Hearts 
and Lives, When Chriſt made void 
the Law of Ceremonies in the Fewiſh- 
Church, (or tather indeed, when the Ce- 
remonies expired of themſelves) He in- 
rended to inſpire the Minds of His Apo- 
ſtles, and their Succeflours, wich ſo much 
ſoundneſs and integrity of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding z that they ſhould be able 


by their own Reaſons, -to enact ſuch Laws 


and Orders, as ſhould preſerve the Ex- 
cernal Unity of the Church; and render 
Religion fo amiable, as that it ſhould not 
be quite Naked, and deſtituce of all Ex- 
rernal Ornament and Beauty. Neither 
is it in the leaſt, repugnant to the Infinite 
Wiſdom of Chriſt cowards His Church, 
© inveſt the Governours of it, with Ay- 
thority to Inſtitute New Ceremonies in 
His Worſhip; unleſs He Himſelf, or His 

| Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles, had declared, when the Few- 
jþ_ Rites were aboliſhed, That no other 
ſhould be obſerved in their room and 
ſtead, And the Reverend Biſhop -$ an- 
derſon, in ſome of his Lefures de obliz. 
Conſe. ſaith, That there is as much Reaſon 
from the Abolition of the Moſacik- Law, for 
Men to diſpute again#t the enatting of Ci- 
vil Laws, for the Government of Empire 
and States as againit Poſitive Laws, that 
are made for the External Regiment of 
the Church: For, God Himſelf was as 
much the Author of the Forenſick Laws, 
which concern'd the Government of the 
Jewiſh-State; as He was of the Ceremoni- 
al-Law, which related to their Chuxch. So 
that, if this Argument be good, That no 
Ceremonies ought to be introduced into 
the Church, becauſe Chriſt abrogated 
thoſe which were appointed by God Him- 
ſelf , it will follow, That no Laws ought 
to be made in the State, upon the ſame 
reaſon and account. Bur ſurely, the well- 
being and ordering of that Religious So- 
ciery, The-Church, is as dear unto God, 
and tends as much to preſerve his. Right 
of Dominion over his Creatures, ' 2s the 
well- being of the State. And, it ſeems 
ſtrangely to refle& upon God's Wiſdom 
;- | and 
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and Goodneſs, to give unto civil Powers 
| ſuch a large Commiſſion, to make what 
Laws they pleaſe, for ſecuring the Peace 
and civil Rights of their People ; and 
none unto the- Guides of His Church, 
co make Laws for the Preſervation of 
Religion, againſt the Deluges of Here. 
fies and Schiſmsz and to ſecure Chriſti. 
ans in the Paths of Piety and Order, of U. 
nity and Peace. | 

The Fews were a People of groſs Un- 
derſtandings, and indocible Minds, as 
many of their Prophets intimate : And, 
therefore ic was, that God did miſtruſt 
their Prudence, and aſfit their Weakneſs; 
and gave them Rules for their Rehaviour, 
in the cAvil Concerns of their Lives, and 
che ſmalleſt Inſtances of His Worſhip. 
Bur, the Appearing of Chriſt, hath nor 
only aboliſhed Death, but the Darkneſs 
and Blindneſs of Men's Minds: Life and 
Immortality is brought to Light through the 
Goſpel, God's Image is in a great mea- 
ſure repair'd and reſtor'd in the Soul of 
Man 3 and he is indued with the $piyit 
of Power and Wiſdom, of Knowledg, and 
a ſound Mind; and, by theſe he is ena- 
bled to make Laws ſo excellent in them- 
ſelves, and ſo conducive to the Com- 
mon 


mon Benefic, that all things ſhall con- 
ſpire to the Glory of God, and the my- 
tual Good of Chriſtians, He that would 
be aſſured of the Truth of this, ler him 
look back to the firſt Ages of the Church; 
and he will find* all the Offices and In- 
ſtitutions of the Chriſtian Religion, a- 
dorned with ſuch a comely Simplicity, mo- 
deſt Magnificence, and awful Reverence ; 
He will find the Prayers of Chriſtians ſo 
ſolemn, their Sacraments ſo frequent, 
and all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, ſo 
edifying, and full of Comfort; that its 
greaceſt Enemies were forced from the 
inward Convidion of their Minds, either 
to admire its Glory, or ſubmit unto its 
Power. And ler any ſober Diſſexter, in- 
ftance in any ' one Ceremony, now uſed 
in the Znel;ſh- Church, that is deſtitute 
of the fore - mentioned Properties ;- and 
tends not fo create the like awful Appre- 
henfions' in the Minds of Chriſtians, as 
thoſe Rites which were uſed in the firſt 
Centuries of Chriſtianity, 

And, it may be argued alſo, 4 forti- 
071; that if it were in the Power of the 
Primitive Guides of the Church, to in- 
joyne Chriſtians the abrogated Ceremo- 
nies' of the Fewiſh-Law, for che Propaga- 
be SArion 
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tion of the Chriſtian Faith; much more 
muſt it be inthe Power of their Succe(- 
ſours, -ro Inſtitute others; and fo many 
in their ſtead, as may conduce to ſo high 
and generous an End, And yer, nothing 
is more evident, than that the aboliſhed 
Ceremonies of Moſes were in the very 
firſt dawning of the Goſpel, (whea there 
was great danger of returning to F udaiſm, 
Chriſtianity haviog ſcarce taken root) 
obſerved by Chriſtians, and that, by the 
expreſs Warrant and Command of the 
Apoſtles. This 1s evident, in their ab- 
ſtaining from Blood, and from Things 
ſtrangled, and offered ro Idols; from 
their Obſervation of E4ſtery, which had an 
exact Correſpondence of Time with the 


Fewiſh- Paſſover ; from their uſing of Cir- 


cumciſion, which bloody and painful Rite, 
many of the Primitive Biſhops under. 
went, in the very Age of the Apoſtles: 
Fifteen did ſo rogether, in the See of Fe. 
ruſalem, till the Reign of Adrian the Em- 
perour. | | ; 

Indeed, it ſounds well for Men confi- 
dently to .affirm, Thar. nothing is to be 
uſed in the Divine Worſhip, but what is 
warranted by Divine Command. . Bur, 
To what purpoſe is that, or the like Paſ- 


ſage, 
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ſage, ſo often inculcated in Sermons, and 


Printed Books? Who was there that e- - 


ver appeared in the Defence of the Ce- 
remonies, or the Authority that injoyns 
them, bur did over and again declare, 
That God's Will was to be the Rule of 
his Worſhip; and that it was the moſt 
Sacriledgious Invaſion of God's Preroga- 
tive, to make Human Ilaventions the Eflen- 


.tials of his Worſhip 2 All that is pleaded isz 


Thar the Church of Z2z1and may be allow- 
ed the ſame Priviledge, which all Secs 
and Parties aſſume unto themſelves, wiz, 


. to determine the Circumſtantials of Re- 


ligion , with what Geſtares and Habits, 
at what Time and Place, God is to be 
ſerved and worſhipt, Except the Croſs 
in Baptiſm, and the Rivg in Marriage, 
thereare few orno Rites uſed or injoyn'd 
in the Z»gliſh-Church, but what may be 
reduced to thoſe fote - cited Circumſtan. 
cesz aud ſuch that do as neceſſarily ar- 
tend, and decently repreſent Evangelical 
Iaſticucions, 2s any that can be devis'd by 
Diſſenters, There is no Sect, but the 
Authority of their Teachers prevails in 
thoſe Inſtances and Rites, where is no 
Word of God, to warrant the things 
that are practid by them. As to give 
ſome 
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ſome particular Inſtances in the Worſhip 
performed by 1»dependents z What Scrip- 
ture have they to prove their Covenazt, 
which the Members of their Churches 
ſwear to,. before chey are admicted by 
their Paſtors and Elders? What Scrip- 
cure, thar declares it #nlawful for Prote- 
flants ts Marry with Papiſls, and the God- 
ly with the Wicked, though both may be 
within the Pale of the Church £ What 
Scripture to prove, That the Eſſence of 
Paitor's, or any other Officer's Call to 
Preach, adminiſter Sacraments, &*c. de- 


pends upon the Zledion and Acceptati-.- 


on of the Church? What Scripture to 
prove, That, beſedes particular Congrega- 
cional-Chuyches, there is not Inſtituted by 
Chriſt, any Church more Extenſive or Ca- 
tholique, entruſted with Power for the Ad- 
miniſtration of Chriff's Ordinances, or the 
Execution of any Authority in bis Name? 
W har Scripture ro prove, That Mini- 
ſters ought not to diſpenſe the Seals to any 
other, than ſuch, es are Saints by Calling, 
and to whom they ſtand related. as Pa- 
ftors and Teachers *® What Scriprure to 
prove, That 0rdination alone. without the 
Eleftion, and precedent Conſent of - the 
Church, doth net Conſtitute any Perſon 4 

Charch 
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Church-officer * What Scripture to prove, © 
That, No Perſon ought to be added to the 
, Church, without the conſent of the Church 
p it ſelf £ Whar Scriptore, that, The Power 
of Cen(ures is ſcaled by Chriit in a parti- 
; cular Church; and that, no Perſon ought 
to be Excommunicated, but as heis a Mem- 
ber of a Congregated- Church ? What 
: Scripture, That Eccleſiaſtical Synods are 
: not entruſted with any Church « Power or 
Furiſdiftion, to exerciſe avy Cenſures, or 
0 


impoſe their Determinations on the Chure 
ches or officers * All theſe things, and 
many more, may be ſeen in the Decla- 
ration of the Faith and Order in the Con» 
gregational- Churches, agreed - upon, and 
confented nnto, by their Elders and Mef- 
ſengers, in their Meeting at the Savoy, | 
Otfober 12. 1658 And, which is the 
'* | higheſt pirch of boldneſs, They are cal- 
F led, The 1nſtitution of the Churches, and 
the Order appointed in them by Feſus 
) | Chrif; though many of them are, expreſs 


2” | ly, againſt Scripture, as well as Reaſon, 
” | Antiquity, and the Laws of this Kings 
0 | dom. Bur, that which I produce theſe 
Ve Inſtances for, is, to ſhew, Thar the Au- 
be thority of every Sect prevails ſo far over 
* | thoſe Members chat Conſticnte it, as to 
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I14. 
impoſe. Laws vpon them'in Matters per- 
taining to their Worſhip, according to 


their own Reaſon and Diſcretion. And, 
What does the Church of England more 
than chis, in the appointing of Her Rites 
and Ceremonies? Nay, What does She 
more, than what 15 allowed Her by thoſe 
fore-mentioned Elders and Meſſengers at 
the Savoy; for, 1a the very firit Chap- 
ter, there are theſe Words; There are 
Some Circumſtances concerning the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and Government of the Church, 
common t0 Human Actions and Socictiess 
which are to be ordered by the Light of 
Nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, accor- 
ding to the general Rules of the Word, 
which are always to be obſcrucd, 

Indeed, if the Governours of the 
' Church of England did command ſuch 
Ceremonies to be uſed in the Publick 
Worſhip, as were uled in the Fewiſh 
Church, that is, if they appointed to 
many and fo painful, ſo groſs and carnal, 
ſo coſtly and rypical: Or if, with the 
Papiſts, they did i1n{titute Ceremonies vain 
and fooliſh, ridiculous and ſuperſtitious ; 
and {; numerous, that they tended to 
confound wnd diſtract rhe minas of Chri- 
ſtians, 13 che obſervation of them : _ 

1 


if they ſhonld declare them fas the Pa- 
piſss do) to be Apoſtolical Rires, and 
Eſſential Parts of the Divine Worſhip z 
and therefdre, were to be obſerved im- 
mutably, and with an opinion of Nes- 
ceflity; Diſſenters had then ſome Rea- 
ſon to blame our Church, and ſeparate 
from its Communion, Bur, the Church 
of Englantis far from any of thele things : 
The Offices of Chriſtianity are perfor- 
med with as much Gravity and Simplici- 
ty, as they were in the yery Ape of the 
Apoſtles: For, 1 will be bold to ſay, 
That there were as many or more Ce- 
remonies made uſe of in thoſe Dayes, 
than are now in the Church of England. 
Who-ever conſiders the Tmpoſition of 
Hands in Ordination, Confirmacion, Pen- 
nance, and Marriage, ( in the laſt, it is 
{till usd in the Zaftern - Church ) whos 
ever conſiders the Vailing of Women in 
time of Divine» Service z the Kiſs of 
Charity before the Conſecration and Re- 
ceiving of the Ewchari; the Agape, or 
Love-Feaſts, after it; Water added to 
Wine in the Celebration of that Sacra- 
ment; putting off of Old Cloaths, pur- 
ting on of Newz drenching in Water, 
( all alluded unto by the Apoſtle, Cel. 2. 
I 2 Ft, 13» 
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It, 12, Col. 3.9, 10. Rom. 6. 4,5.) 
the Trina Immerſio, or three-times Plung- 
ing in the Water, uſed in Baptiſm: I 
ſay, who- ever conſiders theſe Rites, as 
they were Inſticuted by the Apoſtles, 
and uſed in the Primitive Ages of the 
Church; will find, That the Church of 
England does ſcarce uſe ſo many 5 not- 
withſtanding the Clamour of thoſe that 
blame Her Conlticutions, and ſeparate 
from Her Communion, upon the account 
of Her Ceremonies and Impoſitions, 


If I am miſtaken. in my ConjeQure a- 
bout this Matters yet, 'tis no way in- 
Jurious ro the preſent Power of the Church 
of England; in appointing Symbolical or 
Significative Ceremonies in God's Wor- 
ſhip: For,. (to uſe one of Mr. Hookey's 
Similicudes, and to conclude this ©wexy, 
as I began it) ; The Primitive Chriſtians 
under the Heathen - Emperours, were 
much like the 1ſraelites in their Egyptian- 
Bondage: They were Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers; and glad-to ſerve God in Den s, 
and Caves, and Cottages, in wearineſs 
of Body, and anxiety of Mind; and 
therefore, were rather concern'd to main- 
tain the Life and Being, than to be cu- 
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rious about the Appare], and Ornament 
of Religion: Bur, when God gave them 
deliverance from their Fears, and Liberty 
from their Reſtraints, and Reſt from their 
Enemicsz when He made Kings and 
Emperours, become Chriſtian, then they 
began to glorifie God with their Bodies, 
and co honour Him with their Subſtance 
and Eſtates, as well as to worſhip Him 
with cheir Souls and Spirits herein imi- 
tating God's antient People, who thought 
nothing roo coſtly for the Ere&ing, Des 
dicating, and Adorning of the Temple, 


. when they were ſetlea in the Land of 


Promiſe; though in the Wilderneſs they 
had nothing but a moveable Ark and Ta- 
bernacle, as the Enſign or Token of 
God's Glory and Worſhip. | 


Qu. 23. Whether they who ſeparate, oy 
who give the cauſe of Separation, are Schiſ- 
maticks, 


Anſw. No doubt, Thoſe are Schiſmea- 
ticks, who giveth neceſſary juſt cauſe of 
Separation: But this @ery, is as clearly 
and fully determined by St. Pan, as if it 
had been propoſed in his Dayes, For, 
there being a ſort of Men ariſen in the 
EVEN; I 3 Church, 
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Church, who taught Libertiſm inſtead of 
the Do&rine of Chriſtianity, and, would 
perſwade Men, upon the account of that 
Religion, co with-draw their Obedience 
from cheir Superiours s the Bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle endeavours to arm the Chriſtians of 
thae Ape againſt ſo pernicious a Princi- 
ple, by telling them, That Chriſtianity 
laid the greateſt Obligation upon its Pro- 
feſlors to be obedient to their Superiours: 
"And, then he ſubjoynsz; 1f any Man 
teach otber - wiſe, and conſent not to whol- 
ſome Laws, even the Wards of our Lord 
Feſus Chrift, and the Dottrine which is 
according to Godlineſs; He is proud, 
yew» nt- knowing nothing, but doting about DQueſti- 
POT ons, (lick of Queries) and Strifes of 
Words, mhereof cometh Envy, Strife, 
Railings, evil Surmiſings 5 perverſe Dif- 
putings of Men of corrupt Minds, and de- 
ſtizute of the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain i 
Godlineſs : From ſuch, with-draw thy ſelf. 
Let bur any one impartially Read, and 
ſeriouſly Confider theſe excellent Words ; 
and then ler him judge who are -Schiſ- 
waticks, The Conformable Clergy and 
Laiety of Fngland; or, The Diflen- 
ters. 
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Indeed, If the Church of Z»gland had 
forſaken the Common Faith, ir had been 
no Schiſm to forſake the Church of Zng- 
land: If She did injoyn and introduce 
{inful Rites in her publick Liturgy z or 
harmleſs Ceremonies , 
which She Commands, as Eſſential Truchs, 
and Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity: 
If She did command them to be beliey- 
ed, and praQtis'd under pain of Erernal 
Damnation : If She receded from any 
Article of the Creed, or Principle of 


Ehriſtianity: If She obtruded Oaths up- 


on Her Members, as Chriſtians, which 
might prove deſtruGtive to theirAllegiance, 


as SubjeQs : If any ſach groſs 'Corrupti- 
ons were inſerted in Her Articles, Litutr- 


gy, or Canons, as are juſtly and truly 


charg'd upon the Papiſts, then, that 
Command in the Revelation had been ap- 


plicable to our Diflenters; Come ont of 
her, My People, that ye be not Partakers of 
| her Sins, and that ye receive not of hey 
Plagues, Such things as theſe would juſti- 
fie Men in their Separation from the 


Prayers, Sacraments, and Conſtitutions 
of our Churchz till She reform'd Her 
Errours, and cleans'd Her Self jrom Her 

For, there is no doubt, bie 


. Copruptions, 


j 
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chat a good Chriſtian ought as much to 
dread the impoſing upon his Judgment, 
an Afﬀent to known Erroursz and upon 
his Practiſes, the aCting of known Sins, as 
the ſuffering the very Pains of Hell-ic (elf, 
Bar, our Church never adminiſtred any 
ſuch Cauſes of Separation, No Perſons, 
within its Communion, have any falſe 
Dodrines offered to their Aſlents, nor 
any unlawful burchenſome Rites impoſed 
upon their Practiſes. 

\ But, as for many of our Diſſenters; 
They queſtion not only the Power of Bi- 
ſhops, ro Govern the Church) - but, that 
of Kings, to make Laws for the ſecuti- 
ty of their own Crown and Government, 
as well as che common Chriſtianity. They 
make the People Judges of their own 
Paſtors, and to with-draw their Obedi- 
ence from thoſe that are lawfully Or- 
dained, and ought to Superintend. over 
them: They forſake their Old Guides, 
and chuſe themſelves Teachers our of 
their own Factions: They renounce, in 
their Aſſemblies, the Antient Creeds, 
which were in all Ages eſteem'd, the 
Badges of Chriſtianity : They diſ-ufe the 
Reading of the Scriptures in their Con- 
grepations, unleſs they are expounded a 
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the People : They aflume a Liberty, that 
was never challenged nor thought of by 
che Primicive Chriſtians; making it in- 
different to be of any Communion, ſer- 
ting up Altar againſt Altar, gathering 
Churches not only without, bur againſt 
all Authorityz and, thereby endange- 
ring the State, as well as weaknipg and 
diſhonouring a National - Church. They 
Null all due Ordination, by enabling 
Lay-Men to Conſtitute Publick Miniſters 
of Religion. They impower any one, 
whom they preſume gifted and qualifyec, to 
invade the Office of the Miniſtry, to Preach 
Sermons, Adminiſter Sacraments, Ex». 


. clude or Admit (Clave non errante) any 


Members into, - or from, their Communi- 
on3 toExamine the ſecret ſtate of Souls, 
to bind Sin upon Men's Conſciences, to 
obtrude on them Fx-tempore and En- 
thuftaſtick « Raptures, and bombaſt Nons 
ſenſe, for Supernatural Truths: | They 
evacuate one main Article of the Chri. 
ſtian-=Creed. viz, Faich in one Catholick 
Church; for, rhey reſtrain it co Theme» 
ſelves, as the Noxxtiffs did of old, and as 
the Papiſfts do ar this days. They have 
a Fidem Aunuam, Menſiruam, et Diurnam, 
an Yearly, Monethly, and Dayly Faith : 
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What is an Article of Faith to-Day, 
is many times look'd on as an Errour 
and Hereſie to-Morrow; and every one 
of rheir Congregated-Churches have it 
in their own Power, either to turn Arians 
or Socinians, Anabaptiſts or Quakers, &c: 
They go out of their Callings and Sta- 
tions, and uſurp the Office of Biſhops, 
as well as of the Inferiour Clergy : They 
break the Bonds of Unity, and the Line 
of Apoſtolical Succeſſion: They obtrude 
Oaths and Covenants upon their Proſe- 


lyres, never known or heard of, ſince 


the firſt Beginning of Chriſtian Religion; 
by which chey invade the Prerogative of 
the King, weaken His Authority, and 
endanger His Government. In one word ; 
They will not joyne with Us in the ſame 
Prayers, - nor Sacraments 5 nor reſort to 
the ſame Places 'of Publick Worſhip: 
(for Churches are now look'd on to have 
as much Antichriſtianiſm in them, as Bi- 
ſhops): They will ſubmit to no Law, nor 
admit of any Diſcipline, but what is E- 
rected and Executed by themſelves ( A 
thing never known, for Criminals to 
make choice of their own Puniſhmenr, ) 
They will have no Publick A& paſs a- 
mong them, without the free _—_ of 
 Allz 


All; as ſatisfy'd in Conſcience, Thar 
what 1s decreed, is God's Will, A thin 

impoſſible in Nature ! For, if All are ſas 
tisfyed, chey are not Men; there being 
among all Men Difference in Judgment : 
And therefore, in the enacting of ajl Laws, 
the leſſer Part is determined by the Ma- 
jor, | 
And now, let the Rational Reader 
judge, Who are Schiſmaticks, The Church 
of England, or Diſſenters, I conclude 
this @xery, in the Words of a very emi- 
nent * Prelate: 7t was xot Philip, but the 
Diſſentions of Athens, Thebes, Sparta, 
that deſtroyed Greece, 1t was not Scipio, 
but the Fattions of Hannibal and Hanno, 
that deſtroyed Carthage. We have 109 ma- 
ny ſuch Maſters of Diviſion: Our Schiſms 
in the Church proclaim it, The ®ueſtion 
is not now, of round and ſquare, of black or 
white, of ſitting or kneeling. Our Bu- 
rying, our Marrying, owr Chriſtening, our 
Communicating, are all queſtzoned: Our 
Churches, our Holy Orders, our Publick 
Liturgy: Our Lord's Prayer, our Creed, 
our Scripture: The God-Head of Chriſt, 
the Doitrine of the Trinity aye queſtioned, 
It is not Twins, but Litters of Hereticks, 


that ſtrugele in the Womb of the Church, 


Nay, 
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Nay, things are come to that paſs, that 
the King and Parliament, as well as the 
Clergy of England, muſt be accounted 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, for maint3in- 
ing the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity z and, 
doing what they can to h:nder and dif. 
ſwade Men from offering che moſt inſuf. 
ferable Afronts to God's Being and Ma- 
jeſtyz and ruining for ever their own 
Souls, and the eſtabliſlyd Religion of thele 
Kingdoms, 


Qu. 24. Whether they, who in the Exe. 
ercile of Churdh - Diſcipline, never ceaſe 
calling 0n the civil Magiitrate, to aſſiſt 
him with his ſeculay Force, do not therein 
give an evident Sign and Token, that, All 
true Miniſterial and Spiritual Power is dead 
in them? : 


Anſw. *Tis no more a Sign, that all 
true Miniſterial Power is dead in the 
Clergy of England, if they modeſtly, nay 
zealouſly, call upon the civil Magiſtrate t9 
do his Duty in the Protection and Secu- 
rity of Religion, from Men of Heretical 
Pravity, and Licentious and Atheiſtical 
Principles; than ic was in the P:imitive 
Biſhops, to requelt the Aſſiſtance of WP 
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thoſe Herefies and Schiſms, that endan- 
gered the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
and the Unity of the Church. Ir is no 
Sign of the uſeleſneſs or extin&tion of 
the Function of Biſhops, if they uſe all 
lawful means ro accompliſh and bring a- 
bout lawful and charitable Ends, And, 
What End can be more Generous and 
Chriſtian, than to ſecure People in the 
Performance of their Duty to God,. to 
Man, and to Themſelves « What more 
charitable, than, Not to permit them to 
throw off all Senſe of. Moral Honeſty and 
Juſtice, as well as of Piety and Religion 2 
I will be bold to averr, That, fince Men 
have aſſumed ſo great Liberty in Reli» 
gion, there is leſs regard had tothoſe Erer- 
nal Rules of Right and Wrong, Vertue 
and Vice; and that, by thoſe very Perſons 
thac moke high Pretences to Chriftianity, 
than hath been obſerved in many Pagane 
Nations, 'Tis Preſumption, and not Faith, 
for the Clergy of England (as things 
are now amongſt us) to expect God's 
miraculous Concurrence with them, in 
the Mannagement and exerciſe of their 
Miniſterial Office, when there are ordi- 
nary means at Hand, to render their La- 
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bours ſo conſiderable, as to make them 
ſee ſome Fruit ( at leaſt ) of the Travel 
of their Souls. 

Perhaps this Gentleman thinks, That 
the grear Namber of People chat flock 
ro. Meetings, and the ſolitarineſs or thin- 
neſs of many of our Country-Afﬀemblies; 
is 4 certain Prognoſtick, -that. the Mini- 
ſterial Power is quite exringuithed in the 
conformavie Clergy : Bur, let it be gran- 
ted. that the Parochial-Churches 1a this 
K:ngdom were empry, and the nnlawful A(- 
ſemoi1cs foll and numerous C« the contra- 
ry of which is evident, from the Jate ac» 
count thar was taken of the Proteſt ant 
and Peprſh Diſſenters ) : Yer, firlt, This 
would be no Argument againſt che Cletr- 
oy themſelvesz For, though cheir Labours 
prove fraitleſs ro their Pcople'z yet they 
may be approved and rewarded by God. 
Chriſt Himſelf had no ſuch ſucceſs upon 
His Miniſtry, wilt He exercis'd ic in 
Hijs own Prrſon upon Earth; Fer. thus 
He ſpeaks by the Mouth of His Prophet; 
1 have labonred in vain, I have ſpent my 
flrength for nought, and in vain, yet ſupt« 
ly, my Fudement is with the Lord. and 
my Work with my God. Nav, this would 
be no greater an Argument of the Ex- 
piration 
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piration of the Spiricual Power of the 
Miniſtry of Zzgland, than ir was in the 
Dayes of Elijah, when that devout Pro- 
Pher preſumed, by reaſon of the gene- 
ral Tndulgence granted by Ahab, ro all 
kinds of Religions and Impierttes. That 
the whole 1[rael of God had forſaken his 
' Covenant, thrown down his Altars, and 
ſlain his Prophets, and he himſelf was x ring, 
the only Perion left, and they ſought his 19.10. 
Life : For, although he was miſtaken in 
his Compurtationz yet God Himſelf men- 
tions ſeven Thouſand, which were al the yer. 18, 
Knees that had not bowed to Baal, But, 
it does not follow, that all Spirituai Powe 
er was dead in Elijah, becauſe Baal had 
more Worthippers than' the true God g 
and that the Prophet could have no Re- 
dreſs or Aid from Ahab, who was ſo mind- 
leſs of the Honour of Religion, and the 
true Worſhip of God, that he fold him. 
ſelf to work Wickedveſs in the Sight of the 1 FU. 
Lord. Laſtly, This could be no Argu- ' 
ment, That the Miniſtry of Athanaſius 
was evacuated 5 becauſe almoſt, all che 
whole World turn'd Arians, but himſelf, 
And indeed, who-ever ſeriouſly confi= 
ders the depraved Nature of Man, how 
much more prone it_ is tro embrace _ 
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than Vertue, and Errourthan Truths and 
the Novel, rather than the good old WPay 
of Religioaz will not be much ſtartled 
or prejudiced ar the Clergy of EZxgland, 
if che greateſt part of Z2xgl;h- men 
( which God Almighty forbid ! ) ſhould 
foriake the Communion of the Church, 
and berake themſelves to Paths of Schiſm 
and Faction, Popery or Atheiſm, 


Qu. 25. Whether are not they Styan- 
gers to, the Power and Efficacy of the Dj. 
vine Spirit, or diſtruſiful of God's Pro- 
miſe, to be alwayes with his Church, Who 
think Chriitianity, which both began and 
ſpread it. ſelf over the World for ſeveral 
Hundreds of Tears, under the Heathen an4 
Perſecuting Emperonrs, cannot fland or 
continue ſupported by the ſame Divine Pre- 
ſence and Proteition to the Worlds End, 
without the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the civil 
Magiſtrate * 


Anſw. Certainly thoſe, who were the 
firſt Reformers of Chriſtianity in this 
and ſome Neighbouring Nations, will 
not be ſuppoſed by any ſober Perſon, 
Strangers to the Power and Efficacy of the 
Divine Spirit, or diſtruitful of God's Pro- 
miſe, 
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Hſe, to be alwayes with his Church; And 
yet, the whole Reformation of Religion, 
from thoſe Errours and Cortuptions, with 
which the Papiſts had ſullyed its Luſtre, 
and defiled ics Beayty ; was not withour 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Ma- 
giſirate, Now, as Kingdoms and States g 
ſo Religion, and the Church, are to be 
ſecured and upheld by the very fame 
Means and Methods, by which they were 
acquired. Alas ! What could Arche 


. Biſhop Cranmer, Hooper, Ridley, and the 


reſt of our Army of Marian Martyrs have 
done, to reſtore Religion to that Purity, 
which it had at the firſt; 2nd that Truth, 
which it had at the Beginning, if they 
had not been ſeconded and. aflifted by 
the civil Magiſtrate Henry the Eighth, 
*is true, began the glorious Reformation. 
by vindicating the Rights of his Crown 
and Government,, when he forbad all 
Suits to the Court of Rome; : when he 
denyed the Pope's. Legates Entrance into. 
his Kingdoms, without ſpecial Licenſe and 
Permiſſion, firſt obtained from Him : When 
he denyed, and ſhook off the Popes Sy» 
premacy, and aſſumed ir co Himielf: When 
he forbad his Diſpenſations, prohibited the. 
Payment of Impeſitions 10 the Court of 

K Rome, 
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Rome; took the Firſt - Fruits and Tenths 
of all Eccleſiaſtical Promotions within the 
Realm, and annexed Them to his own 
Crown, &c. Edward the Sixth forbad 
the People to pray to Saints, and i0 make 
Prayers for the Dead; cauſed the Scripe 
zures Tranſlated into Engliſh by the Com- 
mand of Henry the Eighth, to beÞlaced in 
Churches, for the People to Read therein ; 
and ordered the Compoſure of Homhes, 
and 4a Liturgy , by which, Chriſtians 
might underſtand their Duty to God, 
2nd pray to Him in an intelligible Lan- 
guage, And, not to dwell long apon all 
Particulars, which are excellently made 
known to us by the great Diligence of 

Eccleſia the Learned Doctor Heylyz3 the whole 
Keftan'® of the Reformation, was compleated and 
_eſtabliſh'd by that Glorious and match- 
leſs Princeſs, Queen Elizabeth; whoſe 
Name and Memory is as hateful to P4- 
piſts, as it is precious and dear to Pro- 
zeſtants, But, the Clergy of England 
might as well have tempted to have pul- 
4 led the Sun out of its Orb, as ever to 
have reformed Religion, without the 
Help and Aſſiſtance of thoſe fore-menti- 
oned Princes, Next under the Almigh- 
ry, the Kings of England ate the _ 
al 
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and Boaz, the Stability and Strength of 
Reformed Chriſtianity. Why then thould 
the Engliſh Clergy be ſuppoſed Stran- 
gers to the Spirit of God, if they apply 
chemſelves to Supreme Authority, for 
the Protection of Proteſtaniſms and the, 
Puniſhment of thoſe Enemies and evil 
Doers, that would undermine and raze. 
up its Foundations? They are $trangers 
to the Divine Spiric, 'that are deſtitute 
of its Graces and Gifts: And, in Gover- 
nours, ſome of the Divine. Graces are. 
to be zealous for Chriſtianity, to be in- 
rent in the promoting and ſtrengthening 
of its Intereſts, and vigilant againſt choſe 
Enemies, that would diſſolve irs Unity, 
and pervert its Truths, And, as for, 
Diſtruſtfulneſs of God's Promiſe , Let this 
Gentleman confider in what Scripture. 
God has promiſed, That either Chriſti- 
ſtianity in general, or Proteſlaniſm in par-. 
ticular, - ſhould for-ever continue the e- 
ſtabliſh'd Religion of this Kingdom. We 
all know and believe, That che Catho- 
lick, or Univerſal Church, ſhall never. 
have End: The Gates of Hell, (5.e. the. 
Power and Policy of Men and Devils). 
ſhall never prevail againſt it, Bat, as 
for particular Churches, they are amtu-, 
K 2  laory 
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latory and defeQtibleg as is evident, in 
the Fewiſh and Afiatick-Churches, There 
was never any particular Church, except 
the Roman, thatCchallenged the Priviledge 
of Indefecibility. 

And, as for Chriſtianitses ſpreading it 
ſelf ovey the World, under Heathen and Per- 
ſecuting Emperours, only by the Power of the 
Divine Preſence and Protetion, without the 
Aid of the civil Magiſtrate, Tis true, it 
did ſo: And, ſo have many Thouſands of 
Men and Women for ſeveral Years to- 
gether, been fed with Food from Hea- 
ven, without the Help of ordinary and 
common Suſtenance : But ſurely, fuch 
Examples will not warrant any one fin- 
gle Perſon, to expect the ſame Miracle 
{from God, and-reſuſe His Dayly- Bread, 
Nay, the true Religion it ſe)f flonriſh'd 
before ever Chriſt came into the Fleſh, by 
the Divine Prote&#ton, without the Aidof the 
civil Magiſtrate : For, the Tſraelites in 
their Ezyptian-Bondage, received as little 
Favour from Pharoah in their Religious, 
as their Civil Rights, It was only God thar 
ſupported their Spirits, as well as rewarded 
their Faith and Patience, under that cruel 
Bondage, But, when they arrived at 
Ganza4n, and were (erled in the Land of 
Pro- 
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Promiſe ; the true Religion did no longer 
thrive and /proiper among them, than it 
was encouraged and protected againſt all 
falſe and forreign Religions, by the Aſ- 
fiſtance of the civil Magiſtrate; as hath 
been at large proved, in the Anſwer to 
the. Seventh 2very, To conclude z Al- 
chough Chriſtianity was planted by Mi- 
racles, yet its Prefervation can be ef- 
fected by no other Means, than Laws. 
Indeed, when God revives thoſe Won- 
ders of His extraordinary Providence, 
which for Fifteen Hundred Years have lain 
Dormant, ' we'l admir of ſuch an one as 
Moſes to prote@ Religion, and forſake Mas» 


glſtrates, 


Qu. 26. Whether to Perſecnte apon the 
account of Religion, be not an Indication 
of a Cainiſh, Iſmaelitiſh, a»d Wolfiſh Na- 
zure, and acertain Signe, that ſuch are zone 
of Chris Sheep ? 


Anſw, Soft Words and hard Argu- 
ments, do beſt become the Tongue and 
Pen of a Gentleman, *Tis true, the Sg« 


canian Writers urge the Meekneſs and 
Geatlenefs of Chriſt, whilſt He ma- 
naged His Miniſtry upon Earth, as an 
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Argument to ſcreen themſelves, and 0- 
ther Corrupters and Depravers of Chri- 
ſtianity, from the Civil Magiſtrate, Bur, 
I know none of that Sect, that preſs this 
Argument with that Bitterneſs, as is ex- 
preis'd in the ©#ery. And indeed, what- 
ever they urge either from the Merciful- 
neſs of Chritt's Laws, or the Meekneſs 
of His Example, ſignifies no more a- 
gainſt the enacting of Laws, to puniſh 
thoſe that violate and deflour Religion , 
than that they ſhould urge His ſweet and 
condeſcending Temper , in Converling 
with Publicans and Harlots, to diſlwade 
Magiſtrates from inflicting Puniſhments 
upon ſuch ſenſual and unrighteous Per- 
ſons, who violate the Laws of the Se- 
cond - Table : For, *tis evident from the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, what ſort of 
Men Chriſt convers'd with very ofteg, 
in the Dayes of His Fleſh; and how 
He expreſs'd more Tenderneſs and Meek: 
neſs to them, than He did to thoſe great 
Profeſſors of Religion, che Schiſmatical 
and proud Scribes and Phariſees, Bur, 
His Example wiil not excuſe Magiſtrates 
from puniſhing ſuch Offenders : Neither 
is Chriſtian» Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, 
inconſiſtent with Clemency and Lenity 
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of Spirit, And therefore our Bleſſed 
Saviour Himſelf is compared in Sacred 
Writ, as well to a LZyoz for His Cou- 
rage and Strength, as ro a Zamb for His 
meek and gentle Nature, And, He is 
ſtiled Himſelf, The Shepheard of Sonls x 
And thac Title imports, that He would 
have not only His Lambs and Sheep fed, 
Foh, 21, but grievous Wolves watch'd, 
AEF, 20. 29, 31. and their Mouths opt 
too, when they devour-the Flock, and 
teach things, which they ought not, for fils 
thy Lucre's ſake, Tit, 1. 11, As Chriſt 
iS a meek Saviour to Returning Sinners, 


ſo He is a terrible Judge to Apoſtates 


and Evil-doers, Neither does He re- 
ſerve all His Vengeance and Terrours 
for another World 5; but He begins to 
Execute them in this, by raiſing up Men 
of publick and undaunted Spirits, who 
ſhall make Righteouſneſs the Girdle of their 
Loins, and Fudement their Robe and 
Diadem; to ſuccour His Church, ſup- 
port His Worthip, and puniſh His Ene- 
mies. Nay, is very likely, that thoſe 
Chriſtians who err with honeſt Minds 
and Intentions, (as no doubt, but many 
of our Diflenters do) though Chriſt 
may defign to bxing them unto Heayen, 
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becauſe their Minds are alwayes diſpo- 
ſed and prepared to embrace the Wayes 
of Truth and Peace, yer, becauſe they 
give ill Examples to others, ro become 
tchiſmatical and diſorderly in their Stati- 
ons, and pive occaſion to the Enemy to 


reproach and blaſpheme the good Wayes 


of God; therefore, He would have thoſe 
who are His immediate Deputies, and 
who Rule for Him, and by Him , not 
to ſtop the Ears of Juſtice upon ſuch 
Perſons ; but, by gentle Penalties, co 
reduce them to that Flock, from which 
they have. ſtray'd and err'd, And, if 
ſuch Methods are ineffectaal to that End ; 
yet He would have them puniſh'd, ſor 
the Example of others, though He may 
in His boundleſs Mercy, pardon their 
Sins, and ſave their Souls, © And here- 
in Chriſt As, as Earthly Princes doz 
who commit their Power, of Puniſhing 
to inferiour Miniſters and Officers of 
Juſtice: But, Acts of | Clemency and 
Pardon, which are the more immediate 
and ſacred Imprefles of Royalty, they 
reſerve and -keep to themſelves, No- 
ching is more certain, than that God 
pardons many Sins in the next World, 
which He puniſhes by Himſelf 'or Depu- 
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ties in this, Briefly then; *Tis no 7z- 
dication of any ſuch Nature, as the 9ne- 
7y mentions, to puniſh Evil-Doers; no 
more, than *ctis of a Spirit feeble and 
cowardly, faint and pufillanimous, to re- 
ward thoſe that do well. The Meekneſs 
of a Chriſtian Magiſtrace, conſiſts in 


being. Eyes to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, 
an Fathers to the Poor; in having Ears 


ever open to Hear, and Bowels alwayes 


tender to pitty the Complaints of Wid- 
dows and Orphans, of the Forlorn and 


Oppreſſed. * But, when Magiſtrates neg- 
le& their Duty, to break the Faw bone of 
the Wicked, and plnck the ſpoyle out of 


their Teeth, as Fob goes on in that Chap- 
ter, When they will not imitate Him, 
by whom they are advanced, and frem 
whom they derive their Power, in repay- 
ins Men according to their Deeds, Fary 
to his Adverſaries, and Recompence to his 
Enemies; When they will not imploy 
their Power for His Honour, from whom 
it deſcends; bur permit the Chriſtian- 
Faith to be-torn in Pieces, by a thou- 
ſand Sects and Fations, and Wolves to 
prey upon Chriſt's Flock , and the grear 
Enemy ,of Mankind, and his Wicked 
Inſtruments, ' to be 8llowed ſuch a Range 
7 and 
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and Walk,in a ſetled National-Church.as to 
ſport themſelves in our Ruin; by corrup. 
ting the Worſhip of God, and bringing 
Scornand Contempt upon all the Offices of 
Chriſtianity!, and the whole Miniſtry 
thereof: This Temper is ſo far from the 
Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of a Chriſtian, 
that I may rather aſcribe ro it thoſe ter- 


rible Epithites, mentioned in the Que- | 


793 and further affirm, That *cis to be 
wickedly unjuſt z 'Tis an 7»dication of 
2 meen Unmanly, as well as of an Un- 
chriſtian Spirit, A Man may be guilty 
of the moſt inhumane Cruelty, though 
he a& nothing Cruel in his owa Perſon: 
For, he that permits others to do Miſ- 
chief, and connives at their Cruelty, 
when *cis his Duty, and in his Power, to 
reſtrain and muzzle their Malice; is as 
ouilty before the great God, as if he 
were an immediate Agent in ſuch -Miſ- 
chievous Acts and Attempts, And, till 
it be proved, That Men's Bodies are 
more precious than their Souls, and their 
Eſtates of greater worth than their Religi- 
on 3 no Qne has reaſon to believe, Bar to 
Tollerate unruly and vain Talkers and 
Deceivers, (for, ſo. the Apoſtle Charac- 
terizes thoſe that vent idle Fancies, and 
COr- 
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corrupt and with-draw others from the 
Simplicity of the Truch) is an Indica- 
tion of more Cruelty, than to Tollerate 
ſp many Thieves and Murtherers upon 
publick Roads and High-wayes, 


Qu. 27. Whether can any think, That 
they who Perſecute Chriſt in his Members, 
| deſpoyling them of their Goods, and FI 
priſoning of their Perſons; and that too, 
for their faithful adhereing to the plain and 
undoubted Commands of their Heavenly 
Soveraignz will (pecd better at the Great 
Day of account, than = whom Chris 
Himſelf hath told ws, Shall be then ve- 
jefted; but for not viſuing and relieving 
His poor Members, when in want, in fick- 
neſs, or any other Adverſity f 


An(w, This 2ery hath many things 
queſtionable in it: For, firſt, *tis deny- 
ed, Thar any are true Members of Chriſt, 
beſides thoſe that are unitzd to His 
Church. For, Chriſt is the Head, and 
His Church is His Body: And, no one 
can be a Member belonging to the Head, 
unleſs he be ſome way or other united to 
the Body. Indeed, *cis requiſite that the 
Body be arhletique and ſound; for, elſe 
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a Chriſtians joyning to ic, may endan- 
ger His internal Union co Chriſt, who is 
His Head, And, notwithſtanding thoſe 
Methods that Empericks of all ſorts have 
raken to diſcover ſome. dangerous Di- 
ſtempers in the Zxz/;ſh- Church 5 yet 
She is of that Healthful Temper, that 
need to ſuck Her Breaſts, or be nouti- 
ſhed with Her Milk; Unleſs it can be 
prov'd, That She renounces the Truths 


of Chriſt, and owns the Errours of Satan, 


or injoyns Her Members to live in the 
Practiſe of any known Sing She is a 
ſound Part of the Catholick - Church, 
which Chriſt hath purchaſed with His 
own Blood, And therefore, who-ever 
they are, that with- draw themſelves 
from Her Communion, cut themſelyes 
off from Chriſt the Head 5 And, if for 
ſo doing they are pauniſh'd, their Puniſh- 
ment 15 no Perſecution: For, Perſecuti- 
on can properly be inflicted upon none; 
bur thoſe that belong unto Chriſt, But 
ſuppoſe, ſecondly, That thoſe who ſe- 
parate from the Communion of Our 
Church, are, notwithſtanding their Sepa- 
ration, real Members of Chriſt's Myſti- 
cal Body; yer none of them are Per- 
ſecured for their Faithful adhereing unto 
mu io Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, or the undoubted and plain Com- 
mands of their Heavenly Sovereign. I may 
adventure to make the ſame Challenge 
co this Gentleman, as hath been fre- 
quently made to Papiſſs; Let him pro- 
duce one Perſon, that ever ſuffered upon 
the account of Chriſtianity; #. e. either 
for believing any Article of the Chriſti- 


an-Faich, or performing any Eſſential 


Duty of che Chriſtian Religion, If we 


take a Survey of any of the Ten Perſe- 


cutions, as they are recorded by Hiſtori. 
ans, from the Reign of Nero, to the end 
of the Reign of Galerizs; we ſhall find 
how far different the Puniſhment of our 
preſent Difſenters, is from the Perſecuti. 
on of the Primitive Chriſtians, And, 
this will appear, if we ſurvey either the 
Casſe of their Perſecutions, or the ſharp- 
eſs and pain of them. 

As ſor the firſt: That which expoſed 
the Primitive Chriſtians to the Rage and 
Butcheries of their Perſecutors, and was 
the Fountain of thoſe Torments and Mi- 
ſeries, which they ſuffered and under- 
went; was, for believing and profeſſing 
the Dodrine of the Goſpel, and living 
up to the main Precepts of Chriſtianity. 
Bur, For what Vertuous or Religious 

IS Action 


14.2 
Aion, are any of our Dyſexters pu- 
niſh'd 2 Who is it that ſuffers for own. 
iog Chriit co be the Meſ;zs of the World, 
or that He is the Riſen from the Dead, 
and Aſcended up to Heaven, &*c, 
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I know it will be here replyed, Thar 
Diſſenters ſuffer for performing the Indiſ- 
penſible Duties of Chriſtianity, viz. far 
Preaching, for Praying, &*c 5 and there. 
fore, their Puniſhmeanc is a Perſecution, 


But, this has been often Anſwered, 


Thar 'tis not for the Performance of 
thoſe Duties, but for the diſorderly and 
irregular way of performing them, that 
they are puniſh'd : They are puniſh'd for 
not doing them in that due manner, as 
is injoyn'd them by their Superiours: 
They are punifh'd, for being diſorderly 
in their Stations and Callings, for be. 
ing diſobedient to Government and Laws ; 
for cenſuring che Actions of Authority, 
and uſarping the Office of the Miniſtry , 
far endangering the Peace of the State, 
and violating the YUnity of the Church : 
And, if theſe things ought not to be pu- 
niſh'd, neither che Sociery of Church 
or State can ſtand or ſubſiſt, The one 
will be over-run with Factions and Se- 


ditions, 


ditions, the other with endleſs Schiſms, 
Herefies, and Contentions ; and ſo, both 
will come te final Ruin and Deſtruction, 
In a word 5 If Execution of Laws upon 
Diſſemters, muſt be called by ſo bad a 
Name as Perſecution; they are perſecu- 
ted #0, what the Primitive Chriſtians 
were perſecuted from; I mean, from their 
Churches, or publick Places of Divine 
Worſhip. > 
And, their Degrees of their Perſecu- 
tions are as far different, as their Cauſes: 
For, in that of Dzocleſian, the Perſecu- 
tors were filled with ſo much Rage and 
Cruelty, that ſome of the poor Chrifti- 
ans were burnt alive; others Roſted 
with flow Fires; others were pull'd in 
pieces, by having their Limbs made faſt 
to the Boughs of Trees, which being 
brought together for that purpoſe, were 
afterwards ſuffered to return to their Na« 
tural Poſition: Some. were ſtarved to 
Death; many ſlain with the Swords os 
thers devoured with wild Beaſts: Some 
were flead Alive 5 others beaten to 
Death with, Rods of hot burning Tron : 
Some were returned back to Priſon aſter 
their Torments, there to languiſh away 
in Cold and Hunger, Sorrow and Pain. 
CITI Theſe 
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Theſe were the Perſecutions of the 
Szints of God, as Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 
ans give us an account of them. Bur, 
as for the Perſecution of our Difſenters, ( if 
the Penalties inflited on them muſt be cal- 
led by that Name) it extends only to a pe” 
cuniary Mal&t, or a ſhort Impriſonment, 
or ſome ſuch eaſte Penalty; and that too, 
ſeldom inflicted upon any other Perſons, 
than thoſe who are the Heads of Fatti. 
ons, and Seducers of the Peoplez and 


who, under pretence of Religious V Vor- 


ſhip, make irc their buſineſs to alienate 
the Minds of their Hearers from their 


Mother - Churchz and, by Preaching , 


and declaiming about Perſecutions, beget 
oroundleſs Suipicjons, and unreaſonable 


Fears and Jealouſies in them, againſt Au- 


thority. In a words VVho-ever, under 


a Cloak of Religion, and zeal for Chriſt, 


forms Parties, impoſes Oaths, endangers 


the Peace of the State, or creates Schiſms 


in the Church; ſuch Perſons are' nor 
perſecuted for the ſake of Righteouſneſs, 
but ſuffer as Evit-doers, and as buſic-Bo- 
dies in other Men's matters, contrary to 
that Apoſtolical --Precepr, 1 Pex, 4. 15. I 
may propoſe that Queſtion in this Caſe, 
which a Reverend VVriiter asks in another ; 


If 


If a Father ſhould go abont to corret# his 
Child, and . not to kill or maim him; 
Whether he might in ſuch a caſe, cry Mur- 
ther, Murther, and iry Maſtery with his 
Father, and alledge. his own Fudement a- 
gaink his Parents, to prove his own Inno- 
cency * The Inſtance is plain and obvi. 
ons; and therefore, I forbear the Appli- 
cation of ir, and proceed to the laſt Que- 


rJ - 


Qu, 28. Whether, ſinte Offences will 
come, it be” not every ones Concern, is be 
more than ordinarily. careful, he involves 
not himſelf, is that dreadful Wo, pronoun+ 
ced againſt them, by whom they come, Mar. 
18.7! 


| Anſw. Þ hope, by offences, this Gentle- 
man does, not .underſtand that which 
troubles, diſpleaſes, or diſcontents another : 
For, if ſo, there was never any Law or 
Conſtitution made fince: the -Creation, 
that complyzd with al} Men's Humours 
and Judgments, . Ic may not be unlikes 
ly, that our Blefſled Sayiour underſtands 
by them Herecical and falſe Doftrines, 
according to what Sts Paul ſayes, 1 Cor. 
FT, t9- and pronounces, a Wo againſt 
Þ thols 
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thoſe who broach and propagate Opini- 
ons, to ſeduce and hinder others in the 
courſe of .Piety. But, that Interpreta- 
tion which is leaſt lyable ro Exception, 
and which ſeems co be our Saviour's De- 
fien in char Scripture, is, to arm his Fol- 
lowers againſt thoſe Perſecutions, which 
in ſucceeding time ſhould be rais'd againſt 
them, for embracing and profeſſing His 
Golpel, Theſe Perſecutions, St, Paul 
calls, The offence or Scandal of the Croſs, 
Gal. 5.11. And, Chriſt pronounces a 
To againſt thoſe that ſhould be the Au- 
thors of ſuch Perſecutions, to diſcourage 
Chriſtians ſrom owning of His Name, 
and- adhering ro His Truths, And ſure- 
ly, none bur frantick and wild Perſons, 
that are quite forſaken of Reafon, will 
charge the Government of this Church 
or Kingdom with any ſuch Cruelty. 


But, ſuppoſe we underſtand the ſore- 
cited Scripture in a Ereater Latitude, w7z, 
for any thing which Adwiniſters occaſion 
to another, to tranſgreſs any Law of 
Godj, yer, nothing from hence can be 
objeced againſt publick Authority in the 
Execution of any Law, againſt Diſſexters - 
For, though it be true, that private _ 
' ſons 


mes 
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ſons are bound by the Law of Charity, 
to forbear cheir Chriſtian - Liberty, and 
to defiſt from thoſe lawful indifferent Aci- 
ons, which they prudentially fore-ſee, 
may either confirm another jn ſin, or 
tempt him to commit it; yet ſurely, this 
will not involve our publick Governours 
in the Y/o pronounced by our Szviour ; 
becauſe, Laws are enacted for the order- 
ly Performance of Divine Worſhip, and 
Preſervation of the Unity of the Church, 
Mr. Baxter does very generouſly prevent 
any ſuch Accuſation in theſe following 
Words; 1t is a private Uncatholick Prin- 
ciple, That a Miniſter ſhould more fear or 
avoid the offending of his own Particular 
Flock, than the offending or harting the 
Catholick- Church, or of many Payticular 
Charches, where the Intereſt of Chriſt and 
the Goſpel is greater. And, I hope, a 
National - Church has as much Authority 
over its Members, as a private Miniſter 
has over his Flock; eſpecially roo, when 
'tis ſo apparent toany unprejudiced Rea- 
fon, both from the Principles and PraQi- 
ſes of many Diflenters, that they rake 
no Offence at any of our Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions but what they bring upon them- 
ſelves, by their own perverted Judgments, 

L 2 pri- 
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private Fancies, and itching Ears. Nay, 
it may be rationally feared, that roo ma- 
ny of them are offended, nor through 
weakneſs and darkneſs of Underſtan- 
ding, bur Malice and Obſtinacy of 
Will. 

It very frequently happens in the pri- 
vate Concerns of Human Life, that one 
Man may be the occaſion of another's {in 
and yet, the Guilt of him who fins, can- 
not. any way be charg'd upon that Perſon, 
whoſe Action was the occaſion of it: If 
iE could, our bleſſed Saviour Himſelf 
would not be innocent; for, 'tis evi- 
+ dent from the New-Teſtament, how His 
mean Appearance in the World, was 
that which gave Offence co the 
whole Fewiſk-Nition. And, I hope, the 
Rule before ſpecifyed is as ſtrong in the 
behalf of publick Authority, as of pri- 
vate Perſons, For, that in the enaQting 
of Laws, is to conlider not fo much whar 
will pleaſe the Hamours, as advance the 
benefir of choſe under its Charge and 
Prote&ion, Indeed, 'cis an offence, and 
a Wo belongs to it, for any Law to be 
made with a defign and purpoſe to en- 
ſnare the Conſciences of Inferiors, Bur, 
this does nor concern the Authority of 
this 


this Church and Kingdom: For, none 
of our Laws do thwart or contradict 
thoſe that are Divinez and therefore, 
no Man's Conſcience can be injured or 
enſnared, by paying Obedience to them. 
The offences taken by private Perſons 
againſt publick Laws, made for the gene- 
ral good, is juſt as if weak Eyes thould 
be offended with the Sun's Beams; or 
Cripples, with thoſe Perſons that go 
more ſtreight and upright than themſelves. 
There hath been, and will be to the 
World's End, Men of that Temper, that 
are as deſirous to receive Offences, as 
others can be to avoid them ; and thar 
will charge publick Authority, as well as 
private Perſons, with the moſt (candalous 
Crimes and Actions. If Innocency it 
ſelf diſpleaſe them, it ſhall noteſcape be- 
ing accuſed and impeach'd., And, to 
bring the Matter nearer to the preſent 
Debate ; many find fault with the Church, 
and its Government, that their own grea- 
ter Faults may be conceal'd, and leſs 
talk'd of. If, with Theudas, they can 
induce others to believe, they are ſome 
body, they hope that their own vicious 
Practiſes will be either unobſerved” or 
uncenſured, And, *cis incident to moſt 
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Men to believe, That ſomething of Good- 
neſs and Religion muſt be in thoſe 
Perſons, that are ever and anon talk- 
ing and complaining of the Decayes of 
if, 

But, a Day is coming, when all Men's 
Diſgvizes and Vizards ſhall be pull'd off, 
and their- moſt retired Actions, laid 0- 
pen and manifeſt co Angels and Men, In 
the mean time, ir ought ſerioufly co be 
Jaid to Heart, wich what Confidence 
thoſe Perſons can charge | the Church of 
England with offences, and deny the Ma- 
giſtrate's Power and Supremacy in mat- 
ters of Religion; and yet, over and a- 
ein have acknowledg'd ic in the molt 
ſacred and ſolemn Oaths; and (as their 
publick Offices in the Kingdom oblige 
them) have ſworn to put thoſe very 
Laws in Execution againſt Diſſenters, 
which they believe to be againſt af Forms 
of Fuſtice bath Divine and Human, and 
a Violation of the very Law and Light of 
Nature. And, when it was in their Pow- 
Er to have deſerted thoſe publick Offices 
and Gnployments, have yer in the moſt 
folemn manner, renewed their Oaths 
and Engagements, and conformed to the 
Clurches Laws, by Receiving the Holy 

| | En- 
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Euchariſt, according as the Jaſt excellene 
Statute made in that behalf obliged 
them. Now, for theſe Perſons to que= 
f | ftion, not only the King's Coercive Ay- 
thoricy, but the whole Miniſtry and Be- 
, ing of the Church of England; and, to 
R accuſe Her Government of more Tyranny, 
| Schiſm, and Perſecution, 'than ever yer 
1 was objected againſt Her by the moſt 
e . violent of Her Romiſh Adverſaries, ar- 
e eues ſuch a depraved Temper of Spirits 
f -that, who-ever is guilty of 4t, muſt con- 
- ceive himſelf obliged to make ſome pub- 
' lick SatisfaQtion; if he retains any prin- 
ciples of Honour, as a Gentleman or' 
of Conſcience, as a Chriſtian. Men E- 
minent in their Country, and ſuch as have 
a Reputation for Knowleds and Wiſs 
dom, might do more good by their Ex- 
amples in the preſent Age; than the 
Church can do with its Cenſures, or 
Church - Men ' with their Inſtitutions : 
- But, if ſuch Perſons will not only ſeparate 
from the Church themſelves, but iavite 
others rotread in the ſame Paths of Neu- 
crality and Enmity againſt it; and, by 
the Authority of their Examples, and the 
Efficacy of their Perſwaſions, endeavour 
all they can to obſtru&t the Current of 
a thoſe 
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thoſe Laws, which they themſelves. by 
all the Obligations 'of Honour and Re- 
ligion, are bound to put in Execution; 
Surely, this (if any thing in the World ) 
is to lay a ſtumbling - Block in the Way of 
cheir Chriſtian - Brethren z and infallibly 
to involve themſelves in that dreadful 
Wo, which they ſo raſhly pronounce a- 
gainft others, If any ſhall chance toper- 
ule theſe Papers, whoſe Conſciences 
ſhall accuſe them of the fore - ſpecifyed 
Guilts, let them, in the Name of God, 
Remember whence they are fallen, and do 
their firit Works, Let them call co mind 
thar Chriſtian Zeal and Courage, thar 
ehey once had for their Prince and 
Churchz and a& with that Vigour for 
both, as their own Oaths and Honour 
binds them. Strange Diſlemblings with 
God and Man, may bring thoſe dreadful 
Judgments upon this miſerable Nation g 
char Men of Honour and publick 'Em- 
ployments, ſhall neicher have Law to pro- 
ret their owa Perſons nor Rights, nor 
any King or Church to be valiant and 
zealous for. Bur, I have too far digreſſed 
from the & very. 


And, 


—— 
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And, notyithſtanding all that I have writ- 
ten in the Churches Vindication, many 
will reply, Thar, alchough the Ecclefi- 
aſtical Laws and Conſtitutions admini- 
ſter no jaſt matter of offence to Diſſen- 
ters, yet they do little or no good; and 
therefore, , it were far better they were 
repealed, and every one left to his own 
Libercy s for then, the Intereſt of Pro- 
teſtaniſm would be ſtrengthened, and that 
of the .Common Enemy weakned and 
deſtroyed. But, beſides what I have al- 
ready ſaid to this Objeftion, vis. How 
it does quite diſſolve the Unity of the 
Church, which was the main thing that 
Chriſt took care of, before He leſt the 
World : Iſhall further add that Saying of 
a Roman, when Rome reſembled England, 
by the ill Government of Galbay, That 
it is far better to live where nothing is 
Lawful, than where all things are Law- 


f»l. The Scripture compares the Church Car. s, 
roan * 47my; and for an Army tobelefe +1 


to its own Liberty, and every common 

Souldier to obſerve no Order, nor live 

uride: any Diſciplinez is the ready way 

to expoſe it, 25 a Prey, to the firſt Inya- 

der, The little good that is done by the 

Laws of this Church and Kingdom, wat 
CE 
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ceeds either from the. want of their due 
Execution s or from the Indifpofition of | 
thoſe Perſons, who expe& Protecion 
from Laws without paying any Reve- | 
rence or Obedience to them, What Ef- ; 
feat can Eccleſiaſtical Laws have upon 
thoſe Offenders, that are either Atheiſts ; 
or Infidels? Men are ſo obſtinately ſer ; 
upon their Luſts, that the Cenſures of 7 
the Church, and the Admonitions of 
Church - Men, do no more good upon P 


them, than a Bullet ſhot againſt a Brazen- " 
Vyall, which recoils back with the moſt Sn 
forcible Violence upon him that ſhot it, * 
We are never to expect any Good Effects q 
from the Laws of the Church, unleſs they h 
are ſeconded and affiſted by the Laws of _ 
the State: | But, to repeal the Churches * 
Laws, would adminiſter too juſt an oc- I 
 cafion to the Papiſf, to Tryumph in the C 
Ruin of it, For, what Truth or Being pa 
could chat Church pretend to, that had = 
. neither Ephod nor Teraphim, 3.e, no Or- ; 
der, no Law, no Liturgy, no Biſhop, no b/ 
Diſcipline: A Conſideration, that oughg-. 
ſeriouſly to be thought on, by all the ſe] 
Lovers of Proteſtaviſm. VVe have now Qt 
unanſwerable Arguments, to juſtifie our Fac 
Departure from Rowe, Bur, if all our 2 


Laws 


Laws and Conſtitutions wuſt be aid a- 
fide and abrogated, becauſe tome are of- 
fended at them, a new Weapon would 
be pur into the Hands of our implicable 
and greateſt Enemies; and we ſhouid be juſt 
like the 1ſraelites, when they waged War 
with the Phil:tines; 1n the very Day of 
Battle, there was neither Sword nor Spear 
found in the Hand of any of - the Peg- 
ple. | I 
| *Tis none of my Buſineſs or Intention 
to exaſperate any Man's Spirit, much-lefs 
' to direft my Superiours, what they are 
to do in behalf of this diſtracted and divi- 
ded Church and Kingdom. Bur, if Men 
will proceed fo far, as to queſtion the 
whole Power of King and Parliament in 
matters. of Religion, and have all Laws 
laid aſide, that concern the Defence of 
Chriſtianity, If they will prefer Confu- 
fion before Order, and Poyſon :before 
wholſom Food ; and make their own Miſe- 
ry, and that of the publick too, an At 
of their own Choyce : Laſtly, if they 
will be ſo conceited, as to think them- 
ſelves wiſe enough to cenſure and in- 
ſtrut their Governoursz and yer, at the 
ſame. time would be eſteemed. ſo weak, 
as to be offended and ſcandalized: ' Sow: 
| y 
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ly then, ic will be diſcerned with Eaſe, 
that 'cis not weakneſs of Underſtanding, 
or tenderneſs of Conſcience ; buc ſtrength 
of Prejudice, and perverſneſs of Will, 
that hinders ſuch Men from returging to 
the Communion of the Church. And 
cherefore, af the Authority of this Church 
and Kingdom hath any regard to its own 
Honour and Safety, ic will ſtand up in a 
zealous Vindication of its own Liberty 
and Power, againſt thoſe Doxatiſtical-Spi- 
rits, that would enſlave the one, and do 
deny the other. The Trucks of the 
Goſpel, and che Power and Liberty which 
Chriſt has ratify'd and confirmed to Go®» 
vernours, ought not to be betrayed by 2 
Cowardly Condeſcenfion ro pleaſe Men 
whoſe Principles make chem to be pee- 
viſh, and diſcontented with all Govern- 
ment, but what is of their own Erecti- 
on. There is no reaſon in the World, 
that Magiſtrates ſhould deſiſt from exer. 
cifing their Authority upon thoſe Perſons 
who queſtion or deny it. Foy, *tis neg- 
le& of this, that does encourage Men 1g 
their Schiſms and Separations, Diſobe- 


dience and Rebellions; and provokes 


God to deprive His Deputies of chat Ta- 
tent of Authoricy and Power, wich which 
He 
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He intruſts cthem3 and which they have 
been ſo far from imploying to His Ho- 
nour and Intereſt, that, by laying ir up 
in a Napkin, they have betray'd and ex. 

Sd it, to the Scorn and Inſolence of 
His and their own greateſt Enemies, God 
reſolves to continue the World in its 
Frame and Order, till he comes to judge 
it: And, the chief Reaſon of his Conti- 
nuation of it, is, the Illuſtration of His 
own Glory. And, that is diſcerned and 
diſplay'd not ſo wuch in ordering the 
Frame of Nature, and diſpoſing of the vi- 
gitable and ſenſitive Parts of the Creaci- 
on, to thoſe Ends which He deſign'd in 
the making of them; as in the Moral 
Government of Rational Creatures by 
Laws, and keeping them within the Bounds 
of their Duties to Him, and their Supe- 
rivurs. But, when Authority makes it 
ſelf deſpicable, ic makes God ſo roo; from 
whom, as from the Sun, it borrowed all 
ics Beams of Power and Mijeſty. And 
Hiſtories ( whether Sacred or Prophane) 
are not (ſo barren of Inſtances, how God 
hath revealed His Wrath from Heaven 


ainſt choſe Governours, and deprived 


them of che Honour of being His Depu- 
ries, when their Spirits have been ſoftned 
with 
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with Senſuality.and Eaſe; and they have 
liv'd in fear of their Inferiors, who ought 
to live in fear bf them. | 

But, I proceed too far upon this Arg. 
ment: I conclude my Anſwer ro this 
9uery. in the excellent Words of a Wife 


and. Learned Stateſ-man: MHerrſies and 
Lord Ba- 


ns Ec Schiſms are of all others the greateſt Scan. 


ſay of U- Jals, yea, more than the Corruption of 
nity in 
Religion 


Manners.: For, 4s in the Natural Body, a 
F Vound or Solution of Continuity, is worſe 
than a Corrupt Humour ,, ſo it is in the 
Spiritual, Nothing doth ſo much keep Men 
from the Church, aid drive Men out of it, 
as Breach of Unity. 
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